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LETTER X. 
MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS. STRICTLAND. 


Have received your concluding pacquet, 
and will now ſpeak to the contents. 


I am obliged for your own ſtory, and 
declare myſelf highly ſatisfied with your 


conduct in trying ſituations. In ſome 
caſes it deſerves applauſe, and in others it 
claims excuſe. 

It ſeems to me, that you never loved 
Mr. Strictland well enough to overlook 
his faults. I have known ſome women in 

Vol. III. A your 
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your ſituation, that, by a ſtrong affection, 
have borne all kinds of ill uſage, and till 
loved their huſbands; and others, that 
knew not when they were kindly treated, 
but were ungrateful and unjuſt to the beſt 
and worthieſt of men. I confeſs, yours did 
not go the right way to gain your affec- 
tions; and that there was great merit in 
performing all your duties under theſe 
circumſtances. That he loved and eſteemed 
you, is clear from the laſt ſolemn act of his 
life ; and you have done juſtice to his me- 
mory. His will is, indeed, what you have 
called it, juſt, generous, and prudent. You 
have only to obſerve the duties ariſing from 


your ſituation, to make yourſelf, and thoſe 8 


who depend on you, eaſy and happy. 

I am deeply intereſted in the memoirs | 
of the Marney family, I reſpect Mr. Bal- 
derſon extremely, and think he deſerves | 
the epithet which Homer gives to Ulyſſes 
the much-enduring man,” With 


great 
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great ſenſibility, and warm affections, he 
is humble, patient, and reſigned to the will 
of Heaven, This is true Chriſtian forti- 
tude, and cannot fail of it's reward, either 
here or hereafter. Heaven has raiſed him 
up a friend, to ſupport and cheriſh his old 
age. He is weaned from the world, and 
is daily preparing for a better. 


I ſincerely wiſh the youth may deſerve 


your patronage and protection : but, re- 


member, the moſt obliged perſons are not 
always the moſt grateful, I venture to 
give you this warning, that, in caſe you 
ſhould be diſappointed, you may not be 
ſurprized. gi 

I honour your noble ſpirit as it deſerves. 
You have laid in a ſtock of benevolent 


actions, that will cheer your heart as long 
as you live; and may your life be pro- 

longed for the ſake of many ! 
And, now, I muſt reply to your laſt pa- 
ragraph, I am angry with it: it ſuppoſes 
Az me 
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me unjuſt and ungrateful. How ought I 
to reſent it? If I were indeed fo, I ſhould 
not take much pains to anſwer the imputa- 
tion; but I will ſhew my- ſenſe of it by 
a better way—by fulfilling all the duties 
that ſuch generous friendſhip enjoins, and 
which I have given you room to expect. 


But I waited to ſee whether you would urge 
it any farther. You do urge; you inſiſt 
upon it ; and I am going to obey you. 

The lady, my friend and companion, 
will be happy to receive you here ; but it 
is neceſſary that you ſhould firſt know who 
and what ſhe is. Her ſtory is intereſting ; 
her trials have exceeded yours and mine : 
ſhe has been comforted, and reſtored to 


TE EEE COT ENS — — — 


reaſon, and even tranquillity, by kindneſs | 
and tenderneſs ; and ſhe is grateful, to en- 
thuſiaſm, to her friend and ſervant. 

You may remember Mrs, Martin” 5 
making mention of a ſea-faring gentle- 
man, — Maurice by name, who firſt 

brouę ht 
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brought a child to be under my care ; and 
afterwards engaged me to take the care of 
his lady, who was in a ſtate of inſanity. - 
The fatigues of the ſchool had hurt my 
health. I wanted air, and exerciſe, and 
quiet, to reſtore me. 
I was not deſirous to undertake this 
charge: I wiſhed to know more of the 
lady, and of the gentleman, firſt; and 
whether there were any hopes of- her reco- 
very. I aſked many queſtions ; and Cap- 
tain Maurice, at laſt, gave me a perfect 
information of the particulars. 
Captain Maurice was a ſtout, thick-ſet 
man, with a dark complexion, and thick 
black eye-brows. His looks beſpoke cou- 
rage and aſſurance; his manners were 
courteous, and even polite ; he ſpoke Ita- 
han, and that was the introduction to our 
acquaintance, I met him at Mr. Sor- 
ling's; and his wife recommended us to 


each other, 
A3 Upon 
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' Upon farther acquaintance, J perceived 


a cloud of care and anxiety, that hung over 
his brow, which was afterwards ſufficiently 
explained, 

I ſhall make Captain Maurice tell his 
own ſtory ; and, as nearly as I can, in his 
own words. You are to ſuppoſe him ſuch 


. as I have deſcribed, walking backward 


and forward all the time; ſometimes 


turning towards me, and at others going 
from me 


I have heard much of you, Madam; 


and, fince I have ſeen and converſed with 


you, 1 have found you to exceed all that 
J was told. There is fo much gentleneſs 
and candour about you, that I could tell 
all my thoughts to you, ſooner than to any 
body elſe. 1 

I am a man of many faults, and am 


now doing penance for t hem; but I am 
deſirous to repair the miſchiefs I have 
done, as far as lies in my power. I will 

| convince 
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convince you of this, by telling you all 
that relates to the lady I have been ſpeak- 
ing of. | 

<6 J was bred a ſailor, under an uncle 
who was as bold a ſeaman as ever walked 
between ſtem and ftern, He was in the 
merchants ſervice; and went to Naples 
and to Meſſina, and was in great credit 
with the Engliſh factories at both places. 
After the death of one of his patrons, he 
ſtruck out a new courſe of life for himfelf, 
He had obſerved, that the Italians were 
| very fond of Engliſh goods; particularly 
hardware, cabinet-goods, toys and trin« 
kets of various kinds, and chairs of wal- 
nut-tree and mahogany, Thoſe made in 
Naples are very rude, and old-faſhioned; 
and it is but of late years that they have 
diſcovered the ſuperiority of the goods of 

other countries. 5 
My uncle had another nephew, 4 
ſiſter's ſon, who made two or three voyages 
A 4 with 
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with him; be was of a more delicate make, 
and of a timorous diſpoſition. I was his 
favourite, becauſe I feared nothing. After 
our return to England, he bound my 
couſin to a taylor in London; faying, he 
was juſt good enough for that trade, and 
he wanted no mailk-ſops to go with him. 
I then enjoyed his favour, without a 
rival: and, when he died, he left my couſin 
five hundred peunds, to ſet him up in his 
| buſineſs; and to me he left his . and 
the remainder of his fortune. 
I purſued the track he had cached 
out for me, and made ſome improvements 
upon his plan. 
„ was well known, and reſpected, both 
at Naples and Meſſina. I liked the firſt 
place by far the beſt, and I ſometimes ſtaid 
ſeveral months there. I made acquaintance 
with many gentlemen there. I was often 
invited to dinner at the houſes of the prin- 
cipal merchants; and ſome people of qua- 
FR | by 
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lity did not diſdain to notice me, though 
they are moſt of them as proud as Lucifer, 
and ſome of them are as poor as Job, 
They are cruelly oppreſſed with taxes; and 
the maxim is, to kick and be kicked, The 
nobles inſult the lower degrees of men; 
they abuſe, and ſometimes kill, their ſer- 
vants. ix | 
I uſed to brag of Engliſh liberty and 
property. The young men loved to ſet me 
on talking; and I, ſometimes, was more 
talkative than wiſe. 

« One young gentleman told me, I was 
not a Chriſtian. I repeated our Form of 
Baptiſm, to convince him that I was. The 
ſilly youth told his confeſſor all that paſſed 
between us; and that the Engliſh were not 
heretics, as he had been told. The con- 
feſſor was in a rage, and threatened pu- 
niſhment to the Engliſhman who dared to 
affirm that he was not an heretic, ' 


* I had a friend who reported this to me. 
He 


= — a 
3 —_—— 
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He adviſed me to be more prudent in fu- 
ture, and promiſed to ward off the danger 
for this time. | 

« Not long after, the ſame company tried 
to get me again upon the ſame ſubject; but 
I bad my cue. I told them, I was only a 
poor ſeaman, and not a miſſionary; that I 
wore my religion in my heart, and would 
not give offence to any other's, nor would 
ever again ſpeak upon that ſubject. | 

This behaviour of mine pleaſed moſt 
of the company, and introduced me to the 
- acquaintance of a young gentleman, called 
Don Antonio di Soranzo; and from that 
time he fought my friendſhip.” 

Here Captain Maurice ſighed deeply; 
he ſeemed confuſed; and, after ſome hefi- 
tation, he proceeded— 

et This Don Antonio afked me many 
queſtions concerning England; it's laws, 
it's government, it's liberty. Whether Ca- 
tholios were allowed to enjoy the liberty of 

2 N their 
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their own manner of worſhip, and were not 
perſecuted, nor moleſted ? 

« IT told him, truly, that we were of a 
more liberal ſpirit, and that every man 
might ſerve God in his own way: that our 
property was well ſecured ; and, if people 
id all that was due by law, they could 
not be injured by any one. I mentioned. 
our trials by juries, and all the precious 
rights and privileges we yet enjoy; and 
drew the compariſon in favour of my own 
country, 

© Don Antonio deſired me to meet bim 
at a certain coffee-houſe, and he would 
truſt me with a ſecret of great conſequence 
to him, and conſult me upon a ſcheme he 
had formed for himſelf. He named the 
time, and I was punctual to his appoint» 
ment; when he told me his ſtory, as 
follows—- . 

* You know, that it is the cuſtom of 
our country to give all the eſtate to the 
eldeſt 
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eldeſt ſon, and to condemn the younger 


to ſome profeſſion from the hour of their 
birth. Thus I was deſtined to the church, 


| without conſulting my genius or inclina- 


| 4 tion. I have proteſted againſt it repeat- 
1 edly, but I could hardly be heard. I had 
| an uncle, who had ſet an example of reſiſt- 


ll ance to all the younger brothers of the 
| family. He diſdained the pittance and the 
| appointment, and went, in the train of an 
| ambaſſador, to Madrid. He travelled all 
| over Spain; then through France, over the 
Alps, and through Italy. Inſtead of com- 


| ing to Naples, he went to Venice. There 
he made acquaintance with ſome young 
men in the mercantile line; he engaged in 
1 their houſe; and from thence wrote to 
1 his friends, and aſked for his portion, to 
employ in buſineſs. They execrated the 


' meanneſs of his ſpirit, in preferring buſi- | 


neſs to the church or the army : however, 


they ſent the money intended for his ſer- 


| 
| 
| - 
il | vice, 
it 
| 
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vice, and did not wiſh to hear any more 
of him. 120 

« After twenty years abſence, he re- 
turned to Naples, rich, and a bachelor. 
Theſe circumſtances rendered him a wel- 
come gueſt to my father: moreover, he 
declared an intention to leave his fortune 
into our family. 

« This good uncle took my part; 8 
my father, not chuſing to diſoblige him, 
kept his views for me in ſuſpenſe, and leſt 
him free to give his advice upon them. 

« There was, in Naples, an old lady, 
whom he had loved in his youth. She 
was then a widow, and in a declining ſtate 
of health. He viſited her; and, had ſhe 
been in health, they would have been 
married; but ſhe declined it upon that 
account. She had a niece, whom ſhe had 
brought up from an infant, and adopted 
for her heir. My uncle propoſed, that 
their friendſhip might defcend to their 

heirs, 
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heirs, and that one of his nephews might 
marry her niece, My father ſeized the 
occaſion to marry his eldeſt ſon: ſo Don 
Girolamo was propoſed to Donna Horten- 
fia, the lady's aunt. She, like a true pa- 


[if rent, ſaid, if her niece liked him, ſhe ſhould 
In make no objection; but it ſhould depend 
10 | n 5 : 

ll! upon Iſabella to accept or refuſe him. 


« Things were in this ſituation, when I 
viſited the ladies with my uncle. Don 4 
Girolamo had been there, and was permit- , 
ted to viſit, as a candidate for the lady's *' 
favour, I liked Iſabella from the firſt 
minute 1 ſaw her: I thought it hard that 


— — 
— 
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i all the bleſſings of love and fortune ſhould 
ll! fall into the lap of the elder brother. 

| | We Italians underſtand the language 
1 


of love better than thoſe of other countries. 
l J loved Iſabella; my eyes told her ſo, and 
ll ſhe underſtood them: her's did not diſ- 
| courage me to proceed, I reſolved to try 
my fortune. If ſhe preferred my brother, 
I would 


SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS, 


19 
1 would give over the purſuit for ever; 
but, if ſhe gave me hopes of her prefe- 
rence, I would perſevere, and my brother 
ſhould give place to me: I would try to 
engage my uncle on my ſide, and I pro- 
miſed myſelf ſueceſs. I viſited Iſabella 
almoſt every day: I found opportunities 
of declaring my paſſion. She declared, 


that ſhe would never marry while her aunt 
lived; and that ſhe would know the tem- 
per and diſpoſition of the man ſhe meant 
to make her huſband. She gave me no 
denial : ſhe permitted me to viſit her, as a 
candidate for her favour; but ſhe had not 
yet declared her choice. 

* I met my brother there one day. He 
thought there was a ſecret intelligence be- 
tween her and me: he was enflamed with 
rage and jealouſy; he took a haſty leave, 
and gave me looks of anger and defiance. 

© When I returned home, he had ac- 
quainted my father and my. uncle with his 

ſuſpicions; 
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ſuſpicions; and I was interrogated, as if I 
had been before a court of judicature. I 
confeſſed the truth; that I loved Iſabella, 
and ſought to obtain her favour: that, if 
ſhe declared a preference for my brother, 
F would deſiſt immediately; but, if ſhe 
made choice of me, he ought" to do the 
Wi ſame. © 1161088 


1 % My uncle eſpouſed my cauſe. He 
0 ſaid, it was a fair propoſal; that my 
brother's elderſhip gave him advantages 
ll. enough; and that I was free to purſue my 
fortune. os 
i e Don Girolamo was ſo enraged, that 
he could hardly ſpeak for paſſion. My 
father ſaid, that Girolamo was firſt propoſed 


to the lady, and I was invading his rights 
every Way. 

« 1 ſaid, the lady was, by her aunt, left 
free to make her choice; that ſhe had not 
yet made known, whether either of us was 
the man: I only waited for that; and I left 


1c 
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it to her to decide my fate: I would ſubmit 
to her deciſion, but not to any other; and 
ſo faying, L left the room. After this, my 
uncle was deſired to uſe his influence with 
me, to give up my pretenſions. He ad- 
viſed me to travel, as he had done in his 
youth; and promiſed to give me a large 
ſum of money, and farther expectations at 
his deceaſe. I ſtill referred to the lady. I 


wrote to her, and gave my uncle a copy 
of my letter. I have alſo a copy about 


me; and I will read it to you, Seignior 


c MADAME, 

“Mr brother has made a great diſturb- 
ance in my family. My father and uncle 
have eſpouſed his cauſe. I am urged, per- 
ſuaded, and threatened, in order to induce 
me to give up my pretenſions to you. I 
ſhould not deſerve your favour, if I could 
not reſiſt ſuch meaſures, If you will ſpeak 


the word, I will perſevere till death, If 
Vol. III. B | you 
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you forbid me to hope for the bleſſing, 

1 will 'obey your commands. "Muſt I be 
fent” to travel ? or mult 1 enter into holy 

orders? or muſt 1 die at R pack Teet — 


Speak, and decide my fate * 
a 20H, 60 AxTox10 bi Shih 


Tit} Of 0, 
«A * days afterwards, l received the 


following billet— 


60 Tux fate of Don Antonio cannot yet 


ll be decided: it is for his fafery that it 
| j ſhould remain in ſuſpenſe. He muſt not 
1 viſit ſo often at Donna Hortenſia's; he | 
1 muſt not leave Naples for longer than a 
| | month; he muſt not ſhave his crown ; he 
11 muſt neither preſume nor deſpair, but wait 


11 patiently an event that depends on the will 4 


"WR 

1H of Heaven.” 

wal 

WH „ This event is the death of Donna 
HAortenſia, which is expected every day; 
If | 8 | t 
| and I preſume to hope, that then Iſabella | 
11 wilt be mine. If ſhe was now to declare 


| 8 +» " in 
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in my favour, I ſhould be expoſed to all the 
effects of my brother's reſentment : it is 
thus that I underſtand the letter. I have 


formed a deſign, that, if ſhe agrees to, will 


put it out of the power of our enemies to 
prevent or interrupt aur union. And, 
now, Seignior Ingleſe, I ſhall aſk your 
aſſiſtance. I propoſe, as ſoon as I can pre- 
vail on Iſabella to bleſs me with her hand, 


to come on board your ſhip, and take a 


voyage with you to England. Time will 


abate the reſentment of our friends. Per- 
haps they will invite us to return home. 
We ſhall viſit your England, and perhaps 


France, and the Low Countries. We may 


ſettle where we pleaſe, and be happy. i in 
each other's company, You ſhall be our 
friend and aſſiſtant ; and we will endeavour 
to make amends for the trouble we give 


you. And now, Sir, may 1 depend upon 
you?” 


y 


of = anſwered, "that by eo ſaid Com 
B 2 Lain 
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tain Maurice; © and that I would wait 
the iſſue of this affair, and be his faithful 
ſervant... 

« About a fortnight afterwards, 1 met 
Don Antonio again. * 

« All is well,” ſaid he: “ I am now 
upon firm ground. I no longer viſit at 
Donna Hortenſia's; but I ſee Iſabella 
Ptivately at a neighbour's, who is in treaty 
with her for the houſe ſhe now lives in. 
He is our friend and confident, and will 
favour our eſcape, when the time is ripe 
for it. Iſabella has given me her promiſe, 
and will be mine. I wait her pleaſure, 
and am reſigned to her diſpoſal, I have 
*told my uncle, that I mean ſhortly to ſet 
out upon my travels. My father and bro- 
ther believe that I have given up my pre- 
tenſions to Iſabella, My uncle will ad- 
vance me a confiderable ſum, whenever 
I call for it. All things are prepared; 

h and 
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and I now, indeed, wait on the will of 
Heaven.“ 

« ] prepared for the reception of Don 
Antonio and Iſabella on board my ſhip, 
and reſolved to devote myſelf ro their 
ſervice. 

I met Don Antonio every weck; and 
we engaged in a friendſhip that was to laſt 
during our lives, and ſeemed inviolable on 
both ſides. 5 

« One night, I received a FROM to this 
effect. 


% Doxxa Hortenſia is dead! As ſoon 
the laſt duties are paid, Iſabella will be 
mine. She will go with me to any part of 
the world that I ſhall chuſe : my reſolytion 
holds for a voyage to England ; and I tes 
* upon your! honour and fidelity. 


W 

1 After this, I ſaw Don Antonio fre 
quently, He told me he was making 
B3 pre- 
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preparations for his departure; that' he had 


- acquainted his uncle with his reſolution to 


travel, and was. to receive a ſum of money 
from him within a fortnight ; that Iſabella 
was turning all her effects into money, for 
this purpoſe. She had ſold her houſe ta 


Don Dominico di Roſſi, her neighbour 


and friend, who was commiſſioned to ſell 
her other eſtates after her departure, and 
remit the money to England, for ſne was 
reſolved not to ſettle in Naples. 

I adviſed them to take only ſufficient 
money for preſent expences; and to remit 
the reſt through the hands of the Engliſh 
Conſul, to be paid to them in London. 
5 things being prepared, I received 
a a ſurmons from Don Antonio— 


2 L od 
cc F o. the 1 wha will conduct 
you to. your friend, who waits for your 


preſence to Weds his . 


0 „ 4 * . 8. 


4 1 8 4 * # ® * 4 + 4 1 5 
ev. 4 


— 4 | « 1 was 
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I was conducted +9 the houſe of Don 
Dominico di Roſh; where Don Antonio 
welcomed me, and introduced me to Ifa- 
bella, and to the maſter and miſtreſs of the 
houſe. 


A prieſt came fron after, and the nup- 
tials were ſolemaized. Prefent, Don Do- 
minico, and his lady ; their eldeſt ſon, and 
daughter ; ; myſelf, and an old ſcrvant of 
Donna Hortenſia ia's, who dearly loved Ifa- 


bella, and upon whom ſhe had ſettled a 
penſion n 


« 'After the ceremony, we had an 4 
gant ſupper, and lots the evening "_P 
pleaſantly. | 
Donna Iſabella informed us, that 
ſhe had ſeen Don Girolamo yeſterday, for 
the laſt time—that ſhe had told him'often, 
that ſhe never would be his, but ſhe had 
then forbid him to ſee her any more—that 


he left her in anger; but declared he would 
not give her up, and uttered menaces 
againſt the man ſhe ſhould favour—thar 


| B 4 ſhe 
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| the was reſolved to pur it out of his power 


ro injure her or her huſband, and that in 
kindneſs to all the parties concerned—and 
ſhe was now ready to follow Den Antonio 
to any part of the world. | 

*I told her, I would do my beſt to ac- 


commodate her on board my ſhip; and 
that ſhe might ſend her baggage as ſoon as 


ſhe pleaſed, and 1 would ſee it ſafely 


ſtowed. Don Antonio ſaid, they ſhould 
ſend it on the morrow: that he and 
Iſabella ſhould be concealed at Don Do- 
minico's; and, in the evening, he ſhould 
ſce me on board the ſhip. 

Three days after, Don Antonio and his 
lady came on board; and, on the fourth, 
we ſet ſail for England.” 

Here Captain Maurice ſtopped; ſaying 
* believe, Madam, I have tired you 
with my ſtory, though this is only the 
beginning of it. I will proceed with it 


another time.“ 
— No, 
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40 No, Sir,” ſaid 1; „ am not tired; 
but you may, with talking and walking. 
Sit down a while, and reſt; and Wann at 
your own tim. L 
« With your legue,- that ſhall be now 
for I wiſh it was done: it cauſes me many 
painful recollections. I am uſed to walk 
the deck of a ſhip; and I am mote 71 my 
eale than if 1 fat down— 7 

Donna Iſabella, at the queſt of hep 
buſband, put on boy's cloaths before ſhe 
entered the ſhip. The ſailors were told 
they were brothers, and the viens by. the 
name of Don Giulio. | 
„We had a briſk gale or two, but a 

good and quick paſſage upon the whole: 
We landed at Briſtol, and my buſineſs 
detained me there ſome weeks. My paſ- 
ſengers were impattent to ſee the capital, of 
which they had beard ſo much. I ſent our 
baggage round by a ſmaller ſhip; and 
a the maſter to ſend it aſhore at 
B 5 Graveſend, 


— 
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Graveſend, to the houſe of an acquaintance 


of mine there. kt 361 | 
As ſoon as I had finiſhed my buſineſs, 
I attended them to London, by land, in 
the ſtage-coach. They were amazed at 
the accommodations upon the road; and 
faid; England was, indeed, a fine country 
to travel in, but very expenſive. 

& J carried them to South Lambeth, 
where” I uſed to lodge, and which was 
cheaper than London to live in. From 
thence I uſed to take a boat to Paul's 
Wharf; and I ſhewed them, by degrees, 
- the extent of the great.city, which afforded 
many ſubjects of ſurprize and admiration. 
; 64 Don Antonio and his lady obſerved, 
that the people they met were always in a 
hurry; very different from what they were 
uſed to fee in Naples—which was natural 
for them to take notice of ; for the Italians 
walk in a very flow and ftately manner, 
and as if they were telling their ſteps. _ 

bytes | « I ſhewed 
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I ſhewed them every thing-worthy of 
notice in London and the environs. They 
were pleaſed with the country about; 
which looked like a fine garden, highly 
cultivated; but, they both ſaid, they ſhould 
not like to live in London. 
_ © had my ſhip laid up; and reſolved to 
devote this year to the company of my 
friends, and to the enjoyment of my eaſe in 
my native countx. ' 
It was the beginning of June, the ſeafon 
fine, the days long: I propoſed to my 
friends to make an excurſion into the 
country ; to which they apreed. 4 
We went on a tour through Eſſex, 
Suffolk, and Norfolk. They found Eng- 
land greatly ſuperior to the deſcriptions 
they had heard of it. I told them, they 
muſt expect to ſee it in a different ſtate in 
the winter, and prepare to encounter the 
inelemenc ies of i 5 8 8 ES eee 
-o: $2015 na 
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* Tn our journey, we ſtopped in a 
pleaſant village, and laid by in the heat of 
the day. After dinner, the landlotd taid 
upon the table a printed catalogue of a 
fale in the village. Ir conſiſted of an eſtate, 
with a good houſe upon it; and the conve- 
niencies were ſpecified. Secondly, a farm; 
with a houſe; and it's appurtenances, 
Thirdly, all the houſhold goods and fur- 
niture, farming ſtock, and implements of 
huſbandry, belonging to the manſion- 
houſe. Fourthly, the goods and ſtock of 
the farm. | 

* We enquired of the landlord, how far 
off were the premiſes? He told vs, they 
were only a ſhort mile from the ſtreet, as 
he called it. | | 

&« We ſaid, we ſhould like to ſee them; 
and he offered to accompany us thither. 

« Don Antonio and Iſabella went in the 
poſt-chaiſe. I walked with the landlord, 
and met them at the manſion-houſe. 


cc We | 
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We were told, that theſe eſtates had 
belonged to a gentleman of a teſpectable 
family, whoſe anceſtors had reſided there, 
and were a blefling to the village. The 
' aſt heir left the country, and went to 
London to fee the world. He both ſaw 
and felt it to his coſt: he entered into all 
the pleaſures and diſſipations of it; and, in 
a few years, run through his fortune. He 
was obliged to ſurrender all his effects into 
the hands of his creditors; and they had 
commiſſioned their agents to ſell them im- 


mediately. 

« My Italian friends were ſhocked at 
theſe circumſtances. * 

« 1 ſaid, 1 was ſorry to tell them, 
that ſuch things were become very com- 
mon in England. Then,” ſaid Don 
Antonio, © your virtues and manners are 
on the decline.” 

« could not deny it; but I wiſhed 


him to think the beſt of us, 
«c We 
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We went over the houſe. They liked 
it extremely. lations 
-< T ſhould like,” ſaid Don e 
« to jump into ſuch an houſe, ready fur- 
niſhed, and with every convenience about 
me. What ſays my Iſabella?” 
1,“ ſaid ſhe, „ ſhould think it a 
parc 4: 
If you are in earneſt,” faid I, this 
may eaſily. be done. We may attend the 
ſale; and it is probable that it may be ſold. 
cheap. . | 
1 aſked the landlord, if there were 
many bidders expected ? He anſwered, no; 
that it was expected to be ſold very cheap. 
* Don Antonio deſired that I would 
ſtand forward as the buyer, and give a fair 


price for it. 
« From the manſion-houſe, we went - to 


— 218 


the farm, which was another mile. 1 
talked with the farmer, concerning the 
rent, and the value of the land; and, 


* * - » "3 & * 


n ; having 


S Yr 
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having gained the lights I mad we re- 


turned to the inn. 
% We talked this matter over. Don 
Antonio thought the land about the man- 
ſion- houſe would be ſufficient for him, and 
that he ſhould not deſire to buy the farm. 
„Then,“ ſaid I, I will buy that for 
myſelf. ji 
% Do fo,” ſaid. Ifabella, 60 5 hall 
marry, and give me a good eis bout 
there.“ 10 
J ſhook my head, and ſaid, that was 
not in my power. 5 
«* Why not?“ ſaid ſhe, 
e Becauſe the woman I ſhould 1 
married is dead. | 
© But, there are others welt that may 
be as good, and make you as happy.” _ 
Perhaps ſo, my dear lady; but 1 * 
not be worthy of them.“ 2 
<« We muſt leave this event to time,” ſaid 
Don Antonio; “ for Don Franciſco will 
7 not 
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not chuſe Iſabella for his confeſſor, 1 
perceive.” 

I turned the ſubjet to that of our in- 
tended purchaſes. 
Don Antonio ſaid—*A thought ſtrikes 
me—Suppoſing my monies in England 
ould not be ſufficient to anſwer the pur- 
chaſe I meditate ?”? 
What then?” ſaid I. © Have you 


not a friend who will be" eld os: op 


* you?“ 
Wm He graſped my hand: ſaid, I was * 


deed a friend; ſuch an one, that he ſhould 
be unable to do any thing without me. 
Iſabella joined in the acknowledgment ; 
and, I believe, there were not, at that mo- 
ment, three perſons in the world that had 
a more entire friendſhip and confidence in 
each other. Oh, happy days, that never 
ſhall return Days of miſery only remain 


Here 


© T7 
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Here Captain Maurice groaned, and 
was ſilent ſome minutes. is 

I defired him to take breath a while: I 
offered him ſome refreſhment. He drank 
a glaſs of wine, ſat down, croſſed his arms, 
and looked overwhelmed with melan- 
choly thoughts. At length, he reſumed 
his ſtory— 


© We attended the ſale. I bought both 
the eſtates ; which was all of the ficſt day's 
buſineſs, * ; 

« I offered the agents to purchaſe all 
the ſtock and furniture of both houſes to- 
| gether. They ſaid, notice had been pub- 
licly given, and the ſale was expected. I 
then ſaid “ Suppoſe you put all of them 
into two great lots; one for the manſion- 
houſe, the other for the farm; and let any 
one that pleaſes bid againſt me,” After 


lome diſcuſſion, this was agreed to. 
« The auctioneer made a general valua- 
tion 3 
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| tion ; and I bought them the following 


day. There was only one bidder againſt 
me. But then the lots were put up at the 
full value: they were certainly worth more 
to us than to any other perſons. 1 

ee Antonio, that I would put him 
into poſiefſion of his purchaſe, and then, go 
with the agents to London, and. pay the 


firſt part of the money, and give ſecurity 


for the remainder. He ſaid, he would 
conſent, upon condition that 1 ſhould ſtay 
no longer than was neceſſary : 1 for we 
ſnall do nothing, nor ehe __ _— "= 
you return.“ 

As ſoon as the buſineſs * finiſhed, 
we left the inn, and took poſſeſſion of the 
manſion-houſe; oo 
It was pleaſantly ſituated, near a na- 
vigable river; and there was a creek that 
came up within a quarter of a mile of the 
houſe. There was a boat there, and every 
convenience for fiſhing and for pleaſure, 


4 2740. in 
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in a hut that was built hard by for that 


purpoſe. 
«© Don Antonio and Iſabella were over- 


joyed to find themſelves in a houſe of their 


own. We entertained the agents of the 
creditors, gave them a dinner, and then 
diſmiſſed them to our quarters at the inn, 

: „ We were next to engage ſervants for 


the fanuly. The dairy-maid was lately 


married to a young, ſturdy huſbandman. I 


* 


adviſed my friends to engage them both, 
for we found them in the houſe, I deſired 
the farmer s wife to ſend us a neat girl, to 
wait upon the lady of the manſion. I had 
a handy boy, who uſed to wait upon 
Iſabella on board ſhip : ſhe called him 
her page ; and I promiſed that ſhe ſhould 
have him, as ſoon as I could fetch him 
from Lambeth, where I left him. I took 
a farmer's boy, to run on errands, and wait 
at table, for the preſent moment. Thus 
m—_ formed a kind of {houſhold, I 
ſettled 
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ſettled them in three days time; and they 
began to find themſelves at home, 


« T'then took leave of my friends, and 
went to the inn, to the agents; and, 
the next morning, fer out with them for 
London. 


Pon Antonio had given me an order 
upon his banker, to receive all the monies 
in his hands. I made the firſt payment 
for him and myſelf, and gave Ronny ** 
the remainder. 

4 J ſold my monies out of the public 
funds, and put every thing in train for 
concluding our purchaſes, I diſcharged 
our lodgings at Lambeth, paid off the 
ſervants, and the dues of all kinds. It 
was above a month before I was free to te- 
turn to 5— 14 


I received a pacquet of letters from 
Italy for Don Antonio; and a remittance 


| Ben Don Dominico di Roſſi, which en- 
abled 
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abled me to finiſh the purchaſes ; and 1 
ſettled all theſe affairs before I left London. 

« ] likewife paid a viſit to a dear little 
infant at nurſe at Stockwell, This child is 
now under your care, Madam; and I am 
happy that ſhe is ſo well placed, for all her 
obligations are mine.” 

« Pray, Sir, allow me to alk. whether 
ſhe is not nearly related to you?“ 

« She is, Madam: I have choſen you 
for my confeſſor, and will not now ſhrink 
back. ut 

« Her mother's name was Charlotte 
Brady. I dearly loved her, and wiſhed to 
marry her; but my uncle would never 
have conſented to it. He was an old 


bachelor; and an enemy to marriage, par- 
ticularly in ſoldiers and ſailors: he ſaid, 


they ought not to think of it, till they 
were wholly, retired from their profeſſion, 
I was dependent upon my uncle, and had 


only my wages as mate of his ſhip, and 
was 
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was unable to ſupport a family; but I was 


| 1288 under a ſolemn promiſe to marry her, as 
1 Joon as my uncle ſhould die. 5 | 
„ Our amour had the uſual conſe- 
quences. She found herſelf with child, 
and preſſed me to marry her; which I 
could not comply with, for the reaſons 1 


have given: but I made vows of fidelity, 
and left the greateſt part of * ee 
in her hands. | 2 


4 1 went my voyage. At my return, I 


PUR her with my infant at her breaſt, and 
in a deep decline. 

Our meeting was very tender, I 
blamed her mother for ſuffering her to 


nurſe the child, in her weak fituation. I 
ſent for an eminent phyſician. He ordered 


the child to be taken from her; and that 
| | » ſhe ſhould go into the country for the air, 
| and drink cow's milk diluted, which he 
0 } Judged to be better than aſſes mil. 
I 1 carried her to Enfield; and took 


L lodgings 
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lodgings there. We put the child to 
nurſe, to a hearty, ſtrong woman; and 
Charlotte ſaw it every day. | 


« I offered to marry her then, but ſhe 


declined, it, from generous motives, She 


aid, if it W. been offered i in time, to make 
her child legitimate, ſhe would not have 
refuſed it; but, as that time was paſt, me 
would wait till it was quite convenient 
to me. ene | 

« Fer mother was a tradeſman's widow; 
a modeſt, humble woman; She had three 
more children, and a ſcanty fortune to 
maintain them, | 

« put out her eldeſt fon to a brazier, 
and the ſecond to the ſea. There was 
another daughter, who aſſiſted her mother 
in nurſing and attending on my Charlotte. 

& I ſtaid with them at Enfield ſeveral 
weeks, and till my uncle wrote to me to 


come to him at Graveſend, and prepare 
for another voyage. 
« I then 
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« I then offered to put off the voyage, 
and to ſtay with Charlotte till ſhe ſhould 
be perfectly recovered; but ſhe oppoſed it. 
She ſaid, I had more expences coming 


upon me, for herſelf and the child, and I 
ought not to loſe the means of increaſing 
my property. Beſide that, my ſtaying at 


home might offend my uncle, and injure 


my intereſt. 

« I took a melancholy farewel of my 

dear girl, with a foreboding heart that I 
ſhould never ſee. her alive again. I left 
all the money I had with her; charging her 
to take care of her health, as the beſt proof 
ſhe could give of her regard for me. 
„ J went with my uncle, as uſual, to 
Naples, and to Meſſina. I was abſent 
ſeven months; and, at my return, found 
my Charlotte in the cold grave. 

I was deeply affected, though not ſur- 
prized, Her mother and I comforted each 

| other. 
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other. I put a ſtone over her grave, and 
ſhed many tears upon it. | 

« A young carpenter courted the other 
daughter. They married, and removed to 
Stockwell: the mother, and the young 
child, went with them. I paid them well 
for her board; and ſhe continued with 
them till I thought it was time to take 
ſome care of her education, when I took 
her away from them, to place her with you. 

„ And, now, Madam, I muſt beg you 

to judge me favourably in this affair; for 
I could not have acted otherwiſe than 
I did.” 


„ have no right to fit in judzment 
upon your conduct, Sir: J leave it to your 
own conſcience to decide upon it. But 
now, I think, it will be right to take 
ſome reſpite. You muſt be fatigued ; and 


we will poſtpone the remainder to an- 
other day.” 
Vor, III. C « I will 
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« ] will do ſo, Madam, at your deſire: I 
will take my leave of you for this evening.” 
So ſaying, he bowed, and departed. 
And here I will give my friend a reſpite 
alſo for the preſent ; but I will ſoon reſume 
the pen, and the ſtory, 
Adieu! and love me, as I ſhall en- 
deavour to deſerve. it. 
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LETTER Xl. 


MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS. STRICTLAND. 


Will now proceed with Captain Mau- 
rice's ſtory. 

He came again two days afterwards, at 

the hour when I diſmiſſed my ſchool, As 


ſoon as the forms were ſet by, he renewed 


his walk, and his ſtory. 


© You cannot conceive, Madam, the joy 


with which I was received at my return to 


D——. Don Antonio flew into my arms, 
and held me in his for ſome minutes. He 
called me his friend, his brother, and the 


bleſſing of his life. He made Iſabella em- 
brace me, and ſhewed every mark of un- 


feigned affection. 


« told him all that I had done for his 
ſervice, and gave him the pacquet from 


D. Dominico di Roſſi. 


ol «> 
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« Tt contained letters from himſelf to 


Don Antonio, and from his lady to Iſa- 
bella. And alſo one from Don Antonio's 
uncle, in reply to one he leſt to be ſent to 
him after he was gone; excuſing his elope- 
ment with Iſabella, by deſiring him to ſup- 
poſe himſelf in his ſituation, and then aſle- 
ing, whether he could reſuſe the bleſſings 
of love and fortune, to gratify an elder 
brother, who neither loved nor cared for 
him? uff ene 

«© The uncle, in his reply, confeſſed that, 
in his heart, he excuſed him; but that he 
dared not avow it to his father or brother. 
That Don Girolamo was like a madman for 
meuy days: and, though his rage had ſub- 
ſided, his reſentment remained. And that 
he was of opinion, that it would not be ſafe 
for him to return to Naples. 
« Don Antonio ſaid, he had no ſuch 
intention; and that he was as happy here 


as he could be in any part of the world. 
There 
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« There is only one thing wanting to make 
my happineſs perfect.” 

“ J aſked what that was, and whether I 
could not procure it for him? He ſaid; 
it was a prieſt of his own religion to vifit 
him, and to perform the duties of the Ro- 
miſh Church for them. 


« This I undertook to do in a ſhort 
time, | | 
tt J went to the family of a Catholic ba- 
ronet, and obtained that his chaplain ſhould 
attend them at the great feſtivals, and ſome 


of the holidays of the year. This compleated 
their wiſhes, and there never was a happier 
family. It was a delightful autumn. I 
carried Don Antonio with me a ſhooting. 
Sometimes we went a fiſhing in the boat. 


“One very fine day, we perſuaded Iſa- 
bella to go with us, The wind was high, 
and we had ſome difficulty in landing. 
Iſabella fell into the water, I jumped in 


after her, and brought her ſafely to land. 
88 She 


| 
| 
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She was a good deal frightened, and very 
wet, but not otherwiſe hurt, 

* left the boy to bring the boat aſhore; 
and Don Antonio and I gave our whole 
attention to Iſabella, We carried her home 
between vs. She got dry clothes and linen, 


and met us at dinner. 


She then paid her acknowledgments to 
me; but ſaid, ſhe would have nothing to 
do with water-parties from this time for- 
ward. 

ce It ſeemed as if every circumſtance that 
occurred ſerved to endear us to each other, 
and to cement our mutual friendſhip. 

te] took poſſeſſion of my farm. I planned 
an addition to the houſe; a new lower 
toom, and a chamber over it, Iſabella de- 
fired I would make it large enough to re- 
ceive a wiſe; and Antonio added his ur- 
gency, that I ſhould give them, one day, a 


neighbour. 


& Don 
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te Don Antonio was ſubject to the cholic 
conſtitutionally, I went to a ſea-port town, 
at about twelve miles diſtance, in the boat; 
and took with me only the boy I have men- 
tioned. 

« went to a ſale at the Cuſtom- houſe. 
1 purchaſed a tub of Hollands geneva, a 
lot of brandy, and ſome other articles. I 
ſtowed them in the boat, and carried them 
fafely home. At my return, Don Antonio 
was ill with the cholic. I told him I had 


brought a cure for it; and that, as the wea- 
ther grew cold, he muſt take ſome of it 


proach of winter. 

* I mixed it with boiling water, and put 
ſome grated ginger in it. He took it, and 
found relief preſently. 

« He ſaid, that I foreſaw all his wants, 
and knew how to provide againſt them, I 
bade him keep this liquor always in the 
houſe, and not fear to uſe it freely. 

C4 EE... 


frequently, to fortify him againft the ap-- 
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— 
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As winter came on, my friends retreated 
from room to room; and, at laſt, ſettled in 
the keeping parlour, which was a very warm 
and comfortable room: and I adviſed Iſa- 
bella to have a conſtant fire in her bed- 
chamber. With all theſe precautions, 
they found the winter leſs ſevere than they 
expected. 

e I talked with the hind, and found him 
able to conduct the farming buſineſs. His 
wife performed the dairy work, and had a 
peaſant girl under her. The houſhold was 
now eſtabliſhed, and regularly conducted. 

«During the winter ſeaſon, I taught my 
friends to underitand the Engliſh language, 
and I read and converſed with them. 

« Tn this happy ſociety, the winter wore 
away imperceptibly: I never knew it ſo 
mort. 

« We welcomed the approach of Spring, 
I ſought for the earlieſt flowers, to grace 


the fair Iſabella's boſom; the ſnow-drop, 
. the 
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the yellow crocus, and the purple, inter- 


mixed with lauruſtinus. I wove a garland, 


and placed it upon her head. Antonio 
was not diſpleaſed at my gallantry, but 
complimented my taſte. 

« I told them, I muſt ſhortly take a. 
journey to London, and to Briſtol; and de- 
ſired them to think of what I could do for 
their ſervice.. They ſeemed, loth to part 
with me, and bade me haſten my, return. 

« ] was abſent between two and three 


months, on buſineſs of various kinds. I 
brought down with me a maſter-builder,, 


who undertook. my propoſed alterations in 


my farm-houſe. It was an aukward, ir- 
regular building, that looked well enough 
in front, having two rooms and a paſſage; 
but, behind, it was quite in and out, and 
one quarter vacant; ſo that it made a kind 


of triangle. My builder propoſed to fill 
up this news and make 'it: a : ſquare: 
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houſe, and to carry the offices down to one 
file, into the yard. 

] was to have one very good parlour, 
and a ftore-room ; and, above, a very good 
bed-chamber and dreſſing- room, with a 
ſeparate ftair-caſe, The roof was to be 
raiſed, and two good garrets in front; 
two, not ſo good, for the uſe of the farmer. 

ce The Teaſe expired at Michaelmas. 


Several tenants offered, and propoſed vo- 


lontarily to raiſe the rent. I let it to a re- 
ſponſible man, for one hundred pounds 
a year, which was ten pounds advanced 
rent ; and conditioned for my own reſerved 
apartment, 

© ] had every place put into thorough 
repair, and made a good road from the 
manſion-houſe. 

« My friends complained, that this un- 


dertaking engroſſed my time and attention, 
and that they had lefs of my company. I 


obſerved, that Donna Iſabella was increaſed 
in 
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in ſize; and congratulated her huſband on 
the proſpect of an heir, who ſhould be an 


Engliſhman. * 


« He received my compliment coldly, 
and turned the converſation. I thought he 
ſeemed to think it too great a liberty: I 


could not otherwiid account for his be- 


haviour. 

« F thought I faw, at times, a caſt of 
care upon his brow; but he was generally 
as open as ever, Iſabella was unwell, and 
often retired to her apartment. 

« One day, he ſpoke upon the ſubject 
himſelf. He wiſhed Ifabella had ſome 
female friend, to adviſe her in the choice of 
a nurſe, and a midwife. I ſaid, he ſhould 
conſult the doctor in the next town; and 
he would recommend a nurſe, and provide 
all other conveniencies. 


* He defired me to explain my mean- 


ing. I could hardly make him underſtand, 
C6 or 
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or believe, that men attended our ladies in 
the office of accoucheur. 


He raved againſt the impropriety and 
indecency of this cuſtom : ſaid, that the 
Italian ladies would never permit ſuch 
things; and that his Iſabella ſhould never 
ſubmit to them. I told him, that I was 
not able to decide upon the ſubject : but, 
let it be good or evil, it is unjuſt that your 
reſentment ſhould fall upon me, who only 
anſwered your queſtions.” | 
% Fe ſeemed to recollect himſelf, and 
apologized for his warmth ; but I thought 
his behaviour capricious and abſurd. 
« The wife of the hind lay in in the 
houſe. She was attended by an old wo- 


man, the midwife of the pariſh. 

t Don Antonio took occaſion: to re- 
mark upon the ſubject, and to tax me with 
falſhood, He aſked the hind, whether 
men ever attended in ſuch cafes? The 


man anſwered, that the gentry always be- 
ſpoke 
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ſpoke the doctor; and only poor men, like 
bimſelf, employed the old woman, 


« This made him more eaſy, He mY 
dered the woman to attend Iſabella, and to 
give her advice and aſſiſtance; and ſhe 
confirmed the truth of my report. | 
He ſeemed uneaſy and unſatisfied in. 

| his mind; and faid, that it was a kind of 
ſacrilege for any man to approach Iſabella. 
in her preſent ſituation. He did not hke 
that I ſhould ſee or converſe with her. He 
faid, it was owing to his care and anxietyi 
about her; and always ſeemed conſcious, 
that his behaviour ſtood. in need of an. 
apology. 

* Upon this occaſion, it came into my 
mind, that the deareſt and moſt intimate 
friends might ſee too much of each other, 
and that it would be prudent in me to 
ſek another home; that I would go an 
excurſion, and come over now and- then; 


all 25 houſe was finiſhed ; that I would 
reſide 
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refide there ſome months in the ſummer, 
and go to London, or to Briſtol, in the 
winter. | 

c took leave of Antonio, who faid, he 
was forry to loſe my company; bat his 
looks ſaid ſomething very different, I 
had done nothing to forfeit his regard ; 
and I knew not whether I was more angry, 
or grieved, at his behaviour. 

te I deſired him to addreſs his letters to 
be left at the poſt-houſe at N; and, if 
he had occaſion for my fervices, he might 
command my return at a ſhort notice. 

* He embraced me, and defired me to 
excuſe any thing that I thought amiſs in 
his temper, or conduct; affuring me, that 
his affection for me was as ſtrong as ever. 

I wiſhed I had not fo ſoon given credit 
to profeſſions and fair appearances. I re- 
pented that I had purchaſed the farm, and 
laid out more vpon it, and thus fixed my 
reſidence near the manſion. 


88 


] went 


%. 
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& J went a tour through Cambridge- 
ſhire, Lincolnſhire, and Derbyſhirez and 
back again, through Nottinghamſhire, 
Lincolnſhire, and Norfolk. I ſhould have 
been happily amuſed; but I had a thorn in 
my heart, that would not let me enjoy my 
own comforts. | 

« When I came to N, I found two 
letters from Don Antonio. In the firſt he 
acquainted me, that his dear Iſabella had 
brought him a ſon, and demanded my 
congratulations. In the ſecond, he wiſhed 
for my return; and to conſult me on the 
ſubject of his farm, as he thought his ma- 
nager put him to too much expence. 

e There was alſo a letter from my archi- 
tet, who wiſhed me to fee the ſtate of my 
houſe, and to give orders for the fitting it 
up on the inſide, I reſolved to go thither 
directly. 1 
AI wrote to my correſpondent in Lon- 
don to ſend me down goods to furniſh my 
6 apartment, 


bo 
apartmen t, neat, and plain, and fitting for a 
farm-houſe. I determined to go into it as 
foon as it ſnoold be finiſhed; and, in the 
mean time, I ſhould find employment in it. 
« I returned to D-—, and went di- 
rectly to the manſion-houſe, My heart did 
not beat with joy, as it uſed to do, when I. 
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approached it: but I determined to ſee how 
the land lay; and, if I did not like my 
reception, to take up my lodging at the 
inn in the village. | 

«© Don Antonio received me as a wel 
eome gueſt. I thanked him for his letters, 
and congratulated him on the birth of his: 
ſon. He ſeemed more at eaſe within him- 
ſelf, and more free in his behaviour to me. 
Iſabella brought her child to ſhew me: her 
behaviour was free and kind. Antonio's. 
eyes were fixed on her and me; he never 
withdrew them a moment; his counte- 
nance varied · often, yet he ſeemed to con- 
ceal the emotions of his mind. I ſaid to 
i myſelf 


SCHOOL FOR: WIDOWS, 61 


myſelf—* Is not this man jealous? If ſo, 
it accounts at once for his late conduct. I 
know myſelf innocent of having given 
cauſe for it: but that is not ſufficient, to 
ſatisfy a mind tinged with this fatal paſſion; 
I will obſerve him carefully, and come ta 
an explanation with him.” , 

«© He behaved in a kind and friendly 
manner. for ſeveral days, and in that time 
he conſulted me concerning the manage- 


ment of his farm. 2 1 in 


&« I told him, that his ſervant was right; 
that he ought to be generous to his farm, 
and that it would repay him ſeven- fold 
That, as he kept a head-man and a boy in 
the houſe, that was ſufficient; and 1t was 
better to hire men occaſionally, than to in- 
creaſe the number of ſervants to be con- 


ſtantly maintained, 


“ He was convinced by my arguments, 


and thanked me for my counſel, 
« I adviſed 
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* ] adviſed him to make acquaintance 
with ſome of the neighbouring gentry, 
but he declined it. 

He complained of laſſitude and in- 
quietude; and faid, he never experienced 
ſuch feelings in Italy. I told him, it was 
owing to want of ſociety, and want of em- 
ployment. I recommended the ſtudy of 
agriculture; ſaying, the greateſt philoſo- 
phers had thought it worthy of their atten 
tion. I got books of this kind for him; 
and he promifed to peruſe them. I adviſed 
him to make an excurſion with me; but he 
excuſed himſelf, ſaying, he could not leave 
Iſabella alone. I ſaid, ſhe would be em- 
ployed in her nurſery duties and employ- 


ments. | 
« And who is to be her protector in 
my abſence ?” 

„ She will not want any, for ſhe will 
not be in danger of any kind,” 


« ] wil 
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] will not truſt to that,” ſaid he: 1 
will not leave her.” 

« As you pleaſe, Sir: but I cannot con- 
ceive what you are afraid of.” 

« Within a week, his countenance was 
altered again, and ſeemed full of anxiety 
and ſuſpicion, When he was in full confi- 
dence with me, he uſed to call me, Don 
Franciſco or, Miocaro Amico! when in this 
way, it was Capitano Maurici; and this, by 
degrees, became the general appellation. f 
* One evening, as we were ſitting after 
ſupper, and Iſabella was preſent, he aſked 
me, whether I never intended to go to ſea 
again? 

] pauſed ſome time before I anſwered ; 
and then ſaid—“ I do not know; but I 
know for whoſe ſake I have ſtaid at home.“ 

« He looked earneſtly at me, as if ex- 
pecting a farther anſwer. 

* then ſaid—* I thought, Sir, that you 
had occaſion for my ſervices, and that I 
Was 
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was obliging you by giving you my com- 
pany; at leaſt, you gave me reaſon to be- 
lieve ſo.” 


« He coloured, heſitated, and was fo 
confuſed, that he could not ſpeak plainly, 


At laſt, he ſaid he was very much obliged 
to me, but he ſhould be ſorry that I ſhould 
loſe the great advantages I' made by my 
how: ag to n and Meflina, on his 
account. ; n 

as anſwered—** You have made "ID 
too warm a country for me. But I ſhould 
be glad to know what you drive at; and 
IT beg you would explain your . 


farther,” 
cc He ſaid, he had no meaning but what 


was for my advantage. 
cc You, then, prefer my advantage to 
your own ſatisfaction, at this time?“ 
Fes, Seignior Capitano; I would not 
that you ſhould loſe your time.“ 


Bs How 
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Ho comes it that you did not think 


ſo a year ago?” 

« Seignior, I thought believed—1 
wiſhed that you would not leave us, 
until—till—cill—“ 

4 Till you had no farther need of me. 
You, then, preferred pour pleaſure to my 
advantage?” 

ce ſmiled indignantly, and he es 
to ſhrink into nothing. He took ſhame 
to himſelf, and was ſilent. | 

&* Ifabella looked at us both. She ſaid— 
C Don Antonio !—Don Franciſcol hat 
is the matter? I fear you do not underſtand 


each other.” 
ce J am afraid I Pe too much. 


I leave you, Don Antonio! I wiſh you a 
good night!” 
«© 80 ſaying, I took my hat, and went 
out of the room, as if I was going up to 
bed. I bowed to Iſabella as I retired. As 


ſoon as I had walked a turn in the 
garden, 
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garden, I reſolved to go directly to the 
inn, I did ſo. I ſpent a very reſtleſs and 
uneaſy night. I was irreſolute how to act 
in this diſagreeable ſituation; whether to 
reconcile myſelf to Don Antonio, or to 
break with him for ever. I felt, by turns, 
reſentment, pity, and forgiveneſs. I pi- 
tied his jealouſy, I reſented his ingrati- 
tude, and I deſpiſed his meanneſs. 


«© Thus I ſpent the night and the day 


at the inn. In the evening, I received the 
following note from Iſabella 


% Do ANToXx19 is very much con- 
cerned at what paſſed between him and 
Don Franciſco laſt night: the thoughts of 
it deprived him of reſt. All this day he 
has been very ill with the cholic, and 
grows worſe every hour. 


« Forgive, and forget, the infirmities of 
a. friend, and haſten to our aſſiſtance. Be 
our comforter and phyſician, as you uſed 
to 
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to be; and our only friend, as we are 


yours, truly, 
cc ANTONIO AND ISABELLA DI Sonam.“ 


% doubted whether to obey this ſum- 
mons; but friendſhip got the better of my 
reſentment, and I reſolved to try him once 
more, and that for the laſt time. 
*] went to the manſion-houſe. Iſabella 
was told I was come. She came down 


ſtairs to meet me. 

« You are very kind,” ſhe ſaid: © 1 
thought you would not deſert us; I was 
ſure you would come. Let us go up 
ſtairs, for he wiſhes and longs to ſee 


you.” 


« I followed her into Antonio's cham- 
ber: he was rolling about upon the bed, in 
agony. 

« He lifted up his head, and ſaw me. 
He held out his hand, and hid his face in 
the pillow, as if aſhamed to ſee me. I took 
his hand, and he graſped mine ſtrongly. 

« I ſaid 
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I ſaid—“ Let us make haſte, and 
get the medicine ready. I aſked for the 
materials: the ſervant brought them; and 
I gave him a ſtrong doſe of gene va and 
boiling water, with ginger grated into it. 
He ſeemed. to ſhake with cold. I ſuſpected 
that it was ſomething of the gout in his 
ſtomach, as I had done before; and I had 
adviſed him to drink more wine, for that 
it was neceſſary in a country ſo much 
colder than his own: but he ſeemed. to 
grudge the expence, and I found him 
afraid of that in every ching, I was obliged 
to give him a ſecond: doſe, and a third, 
At length it gave way, and the pain abated 
by degrees. | 
I adviſed him to get ſome — and 
offered to leave him, but he begged me 
to ſtay: ſo I threw myſelf into a great 
chair; and we both took a comfortable 
eep, to our great refreſhment. 


e Tſabella left the room; and. 1 fancied 
25 1 30 he 
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he did not like to leave us together. When 
once a ſuſpicion is gone forth, every 
trifling circumſtance ſeems to add ſtrength 
to it. 
e deſired Iſabella to order ſome mut- 
ton- broth to be made, and that Antonio 
| ſhould eat nothing elſe. When he awoke, 
I enquired after his complaint; and he was 
quite eaſy. I then took leave of him, in 
order to return to the inn, Both he and 
Iſabella preſſed me to ſtay; but I ſaid 
© When you are well enough, we muſt 
have a ſerious converſation : there are ſome 
points to be ſettled between us, before I 
can again lodge under your roof. God 
| bleſs you—and farewel!” 
« The next morning, I ſent to know 
how Don Antonio did. The anſwer was, 


that he was much better, and deſired to 
ſee me. 
„ went to the houſe, and into his 


apartment. As ſoon as we were alone, 
Vor, III. D I weat 
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I went to the bottom of the ſubject, and 
deſired him to give me the reaſons of the 
alteration in his behaviour towards me. 
He was, at firſt, ſhy and reſerved; but I 
inſiſted on a full explanation. 


He confeſſed, that he had felt 8 | 


inquietude; but could not well explain 


the reaſons of it. When I was abſent, he 
reflected upon my merit, and the ſervices 
I had done him; and then he loved me 
as well, or better than ever: but, when 
J was preſent, his inquietude returned, 


and he was almoſt ready to wiſh me 


away again, though he condemned him- 


ſelf for it. 
4 defired him to tell me, if any part 
of my conduct had given cauſe for this in- 


quietude ; if I had given him any offence? 


I begged him to be very explicit, for it 


_ would oblige me very much; and, perhaps, 


it would lay the foundation of a right un- 


derſtanding hereafter, 
«© Again 
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« Again he ſhuffled and heſitated, 
« Speak out, Sir,” ſaid I: © either ſpeak 
like a man, or give me manly ſatisfaction.“ 
« Fe turned pale; and, in a ftrange 
manner, half willing, and half afraid, he 


told me, that his ſervants paid me more re- 


ſpect than they did him, and looked up to 
me for orders and directions; and—and— 
and —he thought I meant to live here, and 
be their maſter. 


« I felt anger and contempt riſe in 


my heart; but the latter kept under the 


former. 


“ How could you think ſo, when you 
ſee me making an apartment for myſelf in 
my farm-houſe, and that I am preparing to 
reſide in it as ſoon as it is habitable ?—But 


go on, Sir: tell me all the reſt,” 


ce He ſaid, ſome part of his inquietude 


was On account of Iſabella. When I was 


abſent, ſhe was always ſpeaking in my 
D 2 praiſe ; 
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praiſe ; that I was ſo clever, that I knew 
every thing that was to be done by land, 
as well as fea; and that I had reſources 
for every thing—that ſhe once ſaid, ſhe 
believed, if Don Franciſco were caſt aſhore, 
naked, in a ſtrange country, he could make 
his fortune there, by being uſeful to every 
body that fell in his way—that he feared 
ſhe might, in time, love me better than 
himſelf—that he ſometimes made the com- 
pariſon againſt himſelf, finding me fo 
much more uſeful in ſociety; and that he 
wiſhed he had made himſelf capable of do- 
ing many things I did; only that, in his 
country, ſuch things were thought un- 
worthy of a gentleman : bur, though he 
valued me for knowing ſo many things, 
he did not like that his wife, or depend- 
arts, ſhould love or reſpect me more than 


hicaſelf. 
&« Here he pauſed, and looked aſhamed, 


and. yet glad it was over, 


is. 
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te Is this all that you can ſay or think 
upon this ſubject 2” 

« Tt is all,” ſaid he; © and you have 
obliged me to ſay all that I think, or feel.” 

« Well, Sir, I perceive it has been ſuf- 
ficiently painful to you; and yet I am 
glad that you have been fo explicit with 
me. And now, Sir, hear me in turn, and 
hear me patiently. It is neceſſary to probe 
a wound before it can be healed ; and to 


know your complaint, is a ſtep towards the 


cure, It depends upon you only, Don 
Antonio, to heal your wound, and to cure 
your diſtemper, It is called jealouſy: that 
is it's right name; and a worſe, or more 
painful one, is hardly to be found. It 
makes you unjuſt to me, and unhappy in 
yourſelf. I call Heaven to witneſs, that 1 
have never i:jured you, in thought, word, 


or deed ; ſo may I proſper in all my 
undertakings! Thus far with regard to 
myſelf, —But you have alſo injured your 
D 3 : wife, 
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wife, who deſerves your entire love and 
confidence. You owe her your repentarge, 


and reparation alſo. You are guilty of 
cruelty and injuſtice. But what ſhall I ſay 
of your ſuſpicions of others, becauſe they 
pay me the reſpect they owe me, even 
upon your account? They are mean and 
ſordid, unbecoming a gentleman, unbe- 
coming a man, I am aſhamed of them 
for you. They have leſſened you in my 
eſteem; they have driven me from you: 
for, after what you have confeſſed, I can no 
longer take up my reſidence in your houſe. 
In the next place, Don Antonio, I muſt in- 
form you, that my fortune is ſufficient to 
live comfortably upon, without going to 
ſea, unleſs I chuſe to do ſo; and that it 
belongs to me only to decide that point. I 
mention this circumſtance, to convince you 


that I never meant to faſten myſelf upon 


you, nor to live at your expence. My 
ſpirit is too high for that fituation ; but, 
. while 
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while I was of ſervice to you, I thought 1 
earned my board with you; and that is all 
I ever received from you. I never aſked, 
nor received, any payment for your paſſage 
and accommodations during your voyage 
to England. You profeſſed yourſelf my 
friend; you ſolicited my company in the 
ſtrongeſt manner; you ſaid, you could do 
nothing without me. Deceived by your 
profeſſions, I thought we had eſtabliſhed 
the moſt ſincere and diſintereſted friend- 
ſhip, which nothing could break or 
diſturb. Such a friendſhip is it's own de- 
ſert and recompence. I would have di- 
vided my laſt ſhilling with you. Nothing 
but your own mean and injurious ſuſpicions 
could have broken ours: and they, will 
poiſon your happineſs, whether I am with 
you or not ; for they will create objects of 
doubt and diſtruſt, and mix with every 
thing you do, or think. ICI ſought re- 
venge upon you, I could not have a 

D 4 greater 
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greater one: but I adviſe you, as the laſt 
proof of my regard for you, to drive this 
evil ſpirit from your boſom, while you are 
ſuffering from the pains and troubles it has 
cauſed you. Now is your only time ; for, 

to be always fluftuating between right and 
wrong, is a miſerable ftate, Conſult your 
prieſt upon this ſubject: it is a ſerious 
matter. You have been ingenuous in your 
confeſſion to me. I thank you, and for- 
give you for this reaſon, May God be 
your protector! May you be happy and 


15 


fortunate !—F arewel ! 


« While I was ſpeaking, Don Antonio's 
countenance varied continually. Reſent- 
ment, ſhame, and grief, were predominant 
in their turns. At the concluſion, the laſt 
had the aſcendancy. When I was going to 
leave him, he held me in his arms—he 
wept—he held my cloaths. At laſt, he fell 
on his knees, and embraced mine: he im- 

plored 
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plored my forgiveneſs in the moſt humble 
manner. 

« am never pleaſed with improper hu- 
miliation. I never knew a perſon capable 
of an abject ſubmiſſion, that was not as 
ready to offend again. A mind that is 
conſcious of it's own integrity, ſcorns to ſay 
more than it means to- perform, 

ce I felt pity for Don Antonio, but it 
was-mingled with contempt. I raiſed him 
from his knees, and begged him to be 
compoſed. I told him, I would try the 
ſtrength of his reſolutions in my own way ; 


and, when I was convinced that his mind 
was cured of it's unjuſt ſuſpicions, I would 
be to him all that I had ever been. In 
the mean time, I muſt leave him to his 
own conſiderations. 

e We were called down to dinner. Iſa- 
bella met us with a ſmile. She took my 
hand, and that of Antonio, and joined 
them together. She ſaid—** May God 

D 5 confirm 
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confirm the union!” Antonio's eyes were 


full of tears. I bowed in ſilence; and we 


fat down to dinner. 

After the ſervant was retired, Iſabella 
acknowledged my kindneſs in coming to 
Antonio's relief. She ſaid, whenever he 
was uneaſy in his mind, theſe attacks of the 
cholic came upon him: but, ſhe hoped, all 
things were now ſet right between us; and 
that ſhe ſhould never l what ſhe owed 
to my friendſhip. | 

« Don Antonio ſaid but little. He 


| ſighed often, and ſeemed full of vexation 


and care. 

«© When the evening came on, I took 
my leave. They both preſſed me to ſtay ; 
but I had taken my reſolution, and adhered 


to it. 
« ] told them, I was going to London ; 


and aſked, if I could do them any ſervice 


there? Antonio wiſhed me to enquire, if 


there were any letters for him from Italy. 
I pro- 
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I promiſed to do fo, and was going away z 
but he ſtopped me— 

« Do not be in ſo much haſte to leave 
us. Let me aſk you a queſtion,” 

« Do ſo, and I will anſwer it.” 

« Suppoſing we ſhould wiſh to make a 
viſit to Italy, when the dear child is old 
enough to bear the voyage; would you 
not carry us thither in your ſhip ?” 

« It is not in my power, if it was my in- 
elination. I have ſold my ſhip; and, if 
ever I go to ſea again, it will be in a 
different way.” 

« That is unlucky!” 

Thus far I can ſerve you: I can en- 
quire for a ſhip that is going to ſome port 
in Italy, and get you a paſſage in it, if you 
deſire it.“ 

&« I thank you, Sir; but where ſhall I 
direct to you in your abſence ?” 

«At Garraway's Coffee-houſe, Cornhill, 
If you ſhould chuſe to ſell your eſtate here, 


D 6 ; I dare 
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I dare ſay, it will be eaſy to find a cuſtomer, 
It was bought very cheap; and, * 
may be fold to advantage.” 

I have no thoughts of that, at preſent; 
but ] will conſider of it.“ 

- Again I took my leave; and it was 
with difficulty I got away. 

« I was very unealy in my mind, I 
was diſappointed in that friendſhip which 
T had relied upon as the chief comfort of 
my life. I was unſettled, and undeter- 
mined with reſpect to my future reſidence, 
and could only refolve on ſpending the 
winter in London, | 

« My new tenant took poſſeſſion of the 
farm at Michaelmas. It was now the latter 
end of October. The goods I had or- 
dered were arrived, and my new rooms 
were getting into a ſtate to receive them, 
I had pleafed myſelf with the thoughts of 
the employment I ſhould have in getting 

my 
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my houſe in order by Chriſtmas, when 1 
intended to inhabit it. My ſchemes were 
all overſet. I put the goods into the room 
unpacked, locked the doors of my new 
apartment, and gave the keys to the 
farmer. I ſent for all my baggage from 
the manſion-houſe, packed up my apparel, 
and ſet off to N——, and from thence 
to London. 
„ found a letter for Don Antonio at 
the uſual place. I encloſed it in a cover, 
and ſent it to him directly. | 

At a coffee-houſe that I frequented, I 
met with many ſeafaring people. A gentle- 
man was going to Antwerp, hearing that 
the Emperor was endeavouring to revive 
the trade of that port, formerly ſo famous. 
He invited me to go with him, and I ac- 
cepted his offer. 
e failed ſoon after, with a fair wind, 

and had a good voyage. The captain, 
| who 
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who was likewiſe the chief owner, ſtaid 
ſome time at Antwerp; but I vifited all 
the principal towns in Brabant. From 
thence I went through Flanders, and at 
laſt came down to Oſtend. I laid plans, 


in my own mind, for eſtabliſhing a trade 


hereafter, Finding a ſhip ready to ſail 
for Harwich, I returned home in it, 
having been abſent between four and five 
months. 

ce J found, at the coffee-houſe I fre- 
quented, three letters from Don Antonio, 


« The firit contained an acknowledg- 
ment of the receipt of his letter from Italy. 
It brought an account of the marriage of 
Don Girolamo, his eldeſt brother ; and 
that his reſentment againſt him was as 
ſtrong as ever—that his uncle was now of 
the party againſt him, and had promiſed to 
make Girolamo his heir—that there was, 
therefore, no encouragement for him to 


return to Naples again, 
« The 
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The ſecond: gave an account of the 
ſickneſs and death of his ſon—that Iſabella 
was inconſolable for his loſs; and he was 
obliged to ſtifle- his on grief, and to be 
her comforter. 


« The third was an enumeration of 


the wants of the family, and a com- 
miſſion to ſend them ſtores of all kinds. 
He was ſurprized that he had not heard 
from me, but ſuppoſed I was abſent, and 
hoped to hear from me as ſoon as I was 
returned. 

c Now, this commiſſion I wiſhed to 
decline; for he had honoured me in the 
fame way whenever 1 went to London; 
but never once offered to repay me the 
money I had laid out for him; and I be- 


gan to Wiſh to withdraw from all con- 


nection with him. 
© I anſwered his three letters in one, as 


briefly as poſſible, I condoled with him 
on 
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on the death of his ſon; and wiſhed the 
loſs might be repaired. I adviſed: him 


to ſend for his family ſtores. to N, 


which was but little more than ten miles, 
rather than from London, which was an 


hundred, as the beſt ceconomy. I wiſbed 


him and Iſabella health and happineſs, and 
ſo concludee. 
« My farmer ſent me a letter alſo. He 
wiſhed me to come to D——, He had 
ſome farther improvements to propoſe to 
me; and he would have my apartment 
aired and got ready upon my firſt notice. 
6 T ſent word, that I would be with him 
on the twentieth of May; and I was exact 
to my time.“ 3 5 
Here Captain Maurice ſtopped to take 
breath; and I deſired him to poſtpone the 
remainder of his ſtory till another day. 


He ſaid, he would do ſo; for, he be- 
lieved, I was tired, as well as himſelf; 
"I and 
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and what followed would be very pain- 
ful for him to relate: but he was re- 
ſolved to make a full confeſſion of all 
his ſins, relying upon my honour and ſe- 
creſy, and hoping I would accept 1t as a 
pledge of his ſincere penitence, and his 
reſolution to make every atonement In his 
power, 

And, now, my dear friend, I will con- 
clude this letter, Make it known to your 
children, that the friend of their mother is 
theirs allo that ſhe longs to embrace 
them, and to tell them ſo. 

Donna Iſabella di Soranzo ſalutes you. 
She promiſes you her friendſhip. She in- 
vites you to vilit her, as ſoon as you are 
fully informed of her paſt ſufferings, and 
her preſent ſituation. She will ſoon lay 
claim to your tendereſt pity and affection- 
ate regards, 

My adopted children preſent their re- 
ſpectful compliments to Mrs, Strictland, 
and 
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and her young people. They hope to be, 
in due time, their friends, playfellows, and 
humble ſervants. I am 


Yours truly and affectionately, 


Fx AN cS DARNFORD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS, STRICTLAND. 


Man vainly ſtrives to inveſtigate it. 
Some believe it naturally prone to evil: 


others, that it is equally ſuſceptible of 


good and bad impreſſions; and this is the 
moſt reconcileable to reaſon, and to expe- 
rience, Man is born liable to fin, but not 
incapable of virtue: yet he muſt be conti- 
nually on his guard againſt the dangers 
that ſurround him; or preſent pleaſure, or 
preſent paſſions, will weigh down the hope 
of future recompence. Even men of good 
principles, and moral conduct, are liable 


to fall, by inſenſible ſteps, into crimes 

that, at firſt, they ſhudder at. 
I fell into theſe reflections while I was 
preparing to continue the hiſtory of Cap- 
tain 
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UMAN Nature is undefineable. 
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tain Maurice for your peruſal: a man of 
a mixed character, ſuch as compoſe the 


bulk of mankind; for very few are abſo- 


| lutely good, or atrociouſly wicked. 


Captain Maurice, at his next vilt, con- 
tinued his ſtory as follows 


« I came to my farm on the twentieth 
of May, as I had promiſed. I brought 
with me ſome books on the improvements 
in agriculture, which I recommended to 
my tenant's peruſal. I talked with him 
upon his propoſed alterations, and we were 
mutually ſatisfied with each other, 

The day after my arrival, I ſent a 
meſſage of enquiry after the health of An- 
tonio and Iſabella. They ſent an anſwer, 


deſiring to ſee me as ſoon as poſſible. 


In the evening, John Roberts, whom 
I had placed with them, came with a ſe- 


cond meſſage, deſiring my company to 
dinner on the morrow. 


After he had de- 
livered 
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livered his meſſage, he deſired me to hear 
what he had farther to ſay, on his own 
account. 

« He told me, that Don Antonio was 
a very odd-tempered man—that he was 


pleaſed and diſpleaſed without any reaſon— 


that he had long been tired of living with 
him, and that he had given him warning, 
ſix weeks ago, to leave him at the month's 
end; but his maſter either could not, or 


would not, underſtand him, nor. would he 


let him go—that, hearing I was expected, 
he ſtaid till I ſhould come to D-—, 
hoping that I ſhould make his maſter hear 


_ reaſon, and that they ſhould part upon 
good terms. 

* 1 promiſed to ſettle matters with his 
maſter. He aſked me, whether intended 
to go to ſea again? If I did, he hoped 
I would take him with me. I ſaid, it was 
uncertain; but, if I did not myſelf, I would 


recommend him to another ſhip- maſter. 
He 
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He was full of complaints of his maſter's 
jealous and ſuſpicious temper ; but I cut 
him ſhort, and ſent him home. 

The next day, I went to dinner at the 
manſion-houſe. Don Antonio received me 
with formal civility, but not with the 
warmth of friendſhip. Iſabella was more 
frank and open in her behaviour. She 
was full of grief for the loſs of her ſon, and 
told me every circumſtance of his ſickneſs 
and death, 

1 ſaid all that I could think of, by 
way of conſolation, beth to her and her 
huſband, 

e Aſter dinner, we converſed on various 
ſubjects. I took occaſion to mention 
John's complaints; particularly that, after 
having given him the uſual warning, he 
refuſed to let him go. I faid, perhaps he 
was not fully informed of our laws and 


cuſtoms: that ſervants here were as free 
as their — and, in caſe of diſlike on 
either 


* 
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either ſide, they were equally free to ſepa- 
rate, either giving the other the uſual 
warning, or a month's wages. He was 


angry. He ſaid, the lower ſort of people 
had too much liberty in England; it only 
made them ſaucy and ungovernable, I 
would not enter into the ſubject with him: 


I only told him, ſuch were our laws and 
cuſtoms, and they muſt be complied with. = 
He ſuppoſed, I would take him again 
into my ſervice. I ſaid, that was uncertain; 
and, after he had fairly left him, it was of 
no conſequence to whom he ſhould offer 
himſelf. He ſeemed diſpleaſed with me, 
as well as with John. I turned the ſubject, 
I ſabella told me ſhe had received ſeveral 
civil meſſages from the rector's wife, on 
account of the child's ſickneſs and death. I 
wiſhed ſhe had encouraged her acquaint- 
ance; and ſhe might, then, have acquired 

a neighbour, and, perhaps, a friend, 
* Antonio ſaid, he could not bear the 
idea 
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idea of a married prieſt. I anſwered, that 
married prieſts were much leſs dangerous, 
among men's wives and daughters, than 
ſoch as took a vow of chaſtity, which they 
never wiſhed nor intended to keep. 
He was offended; but ſeemed to 
check himſelf, as if afraid of affronting 
me. Again I changed the ſubject; but we 
could not agree in opinion on hardly any 
point: and Ino longer paid attention to his 
humours, as formerly, but ſpoke with an 
honeſt and manly freedom; yet not rudely, 
nor merely to gratify my own temper. 

J invited Antonio and Iſabella to dine 
with me, in my new apartment, and wiſhed 
them to name a day. Antonio ſeemed to 
demur, and doubt whether to accept my 
invitation. I ſmiled; and, 1 fear, it was 
rather contemptuouſly: for I faid—** As 
I know your engagements and occupations 
are very numerous, I leave you to conſider 
and reſolve upon this important ſubject.” 
I turned 
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1 turned to Iſabella, and ſaid—“ When 
Don Antonio has determined on the day, 
be ſo good to let me know as ſoon as 
poſſible, that I may get ſomething for you 
to eat.” She anſwered, that ſhe hoped 1 
would not take tov much trouble upon 
myſelf on that account. 

« Antonio looked ſullen and reſerved. 
1 aſked him to lend me the boat, and I 
would endeavour to get ſome fiſh for him, 
He ſaid, it was always at my ſervice, 1 
took my leave. 

« The next morning, I ſent to deſire 
Don Antonio would let John go with me 
a-fiſhing. I was anſwered, that he was 
wanted at home, and could not be ſpared, 


Jack flipped a note into the boy's hand, 
and in it were theſe words 


« Ir is all nothing but ill-humour- 
and croſſneſs; for maſter could ſpare me if 


he would. Sir, your friend and ſervant, 
| „ 
You. . E No 
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«© No matter,” ſaid I: © he ſhall not 
provoke me to do any thing to blame my- 
ſelf for hereafter. I will bear with him 
for a while; and he ſhall not drive me 
away from my own houſe.” 

“ took my tenant's boy with me. I 
caught a good many fiſh. I ſent half of 
them to the manſion-houſe, and had the 
reſt dreſſed at home. | 

« Mrs. Ringroſe, my tenant's wife, was 
a clever and managing woman. They 
had five children; three daughters, and 
two ſons. | 


« The eldeſt daughter was about eigh- 
teen years old; a neat and well-looking 
girl, healthy, and chearful. I meditated 
whether ſhe would not be a ſuitable wife 
for me, but was not reſolved on making 
the offer. I only mention it to you, as a 
proof that I never had a thought of ſe- 


ducing Antonio's wife: but one induce- 
ment 
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ment to marriage was, the hope it might 
cure him of his jealouſy. 

« One day, the following week, they 
dined with me; and I defired Mrs. Ring- 
roſe to do the honours of my table. An- 
tonio was diſpleaſed at it; and, after ſhe 
was retired, he mentioned it as an affront 
do Iſabella. 1 explained to him the dif- 
ference between an Engliſh farmer and an 
Italian one, who 1s only the vaſſal of his 
lord, and does not preſume to eat of the 
wheat which he ſows and reaps. I told 
him, that his buſbandman was a better 
man; © for he is a freeman, and your Italian 
vaſſal is a ſlave.” He was not pleaſed with 
my explanation: but I defended my aſſcr- 
tion; and, upon that ground, my ſetting 
the farmer's wife at my table. 

« I vilited Antonio about once a week. 
He ſeldom came to me. He was reſerved 
and abſtracted in his manners, except when 
he wanted my advice and aſſiſtance; and 

| | E 2 then 
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then he was free enough. We frequently 
_ differed in opinion, and I ſpoke my own 

ſentiments freely, and ſometimes ventured 
to touch him in a tender part; but I did 
it to cure him of his eternal jealouſy and 
ſuſpicion. 

% Once, when he was talking of return- 
ing to Italy, I aſked him how he ſhould 
like that Iſabella ſhould be attended by a 
Ciciſbeo ? He was much offended at it. 

e Nay,” faid I, © but you muſt ſubmit 
to the cuſtom of your own country. I do 
not ſay this, to diſſuade you from return- 
ing to Italy, for I really think it is the beſt 
thing you can do. But, how will your 
countrymen receive you, if you oppoſe, or 
blame, the ſyſtem of Ciciſbeiſm?” 

« He was very angry, and went out of 
the room. I confeſs, that I was to blame 
to urge him on this ſubject, knowing his 


weaknels | in this reſpe& ; but, when he was 
blaming 
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blaming the manners of my country, it 
was natural to advert to thoſe of his own. 

« It was my intention to ſtay in the 
country all the ſummer and autumn, and 
then to take a trip to the Continent, and 
winter there, I was likewiſe meditating 
on a ſcheme for eſtabliſhing a trade at 
ſome port 1n Flanders. 

« Antonio grew daily more reſerved 
and uncompanionable; and, in conſe- 
quence, I went ſcldomer to his houſe. I 
behaved with a general civihty, but with 
leſs familiarity than ever. Iſabella ſeemed 
concerned at it; and this increaſed her 
huſband's chagrin and ill-humour: ſhe 
knew not what he would have; nor, as it 
ſeemed, could he have informed her. 


© I was never of an idle diſpoſition, but 
loved always to be doing ſomething, I 
uſed to employ myſelf, of an- evening, 
with making a net. As ſoon as it was fi- 
niſhed, I wanted to uſe it; and, the next 


E 3 morning, 
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morning, I went out, with intention to go 


a-fiſhing, and I promiſed Mrs. Ringroſe 


ſome fiſh for her dinner. When J had got 


about half-way to the creek, I met Don 
Antonio. I had my net coiled about my 
left arm, and a crab-tree ſtick in my right 


hand. I juſt touched my hat to him, and 


paſſed on: he croſſed the path, and inter- 
cepted me. | | 
“ So, Sir,” ſaid he, © you are going a- 
fiſhing?” 
I am, Sir.“ 
« You might, at leaſt, have let me 


know eit.“ 


« To what purpoſe, Sir? Did J ever 
uſe your boat without ſending you a ſhare 
of the fiſh ?” 

«© No!” he believed not, 

« Then be ſatisfied with your fiſherman, 
or elſe he will ſerve you no longer.” 

« ] ſaid this between jeſt and earneſt; 


but he turned pale with anger. I never 
loved 
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loved pale anger, for it ſhews a malignant 
heart; but I had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
the malicious intention df Antonio. 

« While we were talking, I coiled up 
the net upon my arm, and left my right 
ſide unguarded. At that inftant, he ſtab- 
bed me with a dagger, which he held in 
his hand unperceived by me. I turned 
quickly. I ſeized his hand, wrenched the 
dagger from him, and threw it to ſome 
diſtance. My paſtion roſe above my go- 
vernance. 

« Traitor !\'Aſſaſſin!” faid I; © is it 
thus you repay my ſervices?” 

&« I ſeized him by the collar, with my 
left hand, and ſhook him till he gaſped for 
breath. I thought not of my wound, 1 
took my ſtick, and laid it upon him; I beat 
him unmercifully from head to foot, and 
upon every part that came in my way. 

ce It is thus,” ſaid I, © that an 9 

[6 man 
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man reſents the injury done him by an un- 


_ grateful and treacherous Italian!” 


« When J let him go, he fell to the 
earth, as in an agony of pain, My paſſion 
abated, and I began to feel an emotion of 


pity for him. 


G9 home,” ſaid I, ce and waſh your- 
felf with vinegar, and lie a-bed a few 


days, I did not ſeek your life, though you 


have mine. I will now take ſome care of 
myſelf; but, whatever happens, remember 


that you were the aggreſſor.” 
« I took my pocket-handkerchief, and 


put it againſt my wound, I wound the 


net about my body as tight as I could, 
and turned about to go home. I ſaw 
Jack Roberts at a diſtance; I hallooed to 


 him—he came running. As ſoon as he 


came near, I ſfaid—*© Jack, take care of 
your maſter; he has met with an accident, 
and ſo have I. Lead him home directly, 
and put bim to bed. We have fought. 

Rt Say 


— 
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Say nothing to any body; but take him 
home directly, or he will not be able to 
go. I am bleeding. Aſk your maſter 
ho has wounded me. God be with 
you!“ | 
« He went to raiſe his maſter, but was 
not able. I went to his aſſiſtance: we raiſed 
him. He leaned upon John's ſhoulder, and 
moved ſlowly, groaning bitterly, 
1 walked ſlowly towards my own 
home, and began to find myſelf grow 
weak and faint with loſs of blood; for, 
though my wound was not deep, I loſt a 
good deal, A 
« When I entered the houſe, I ſat 
down on the firſt chair I met with. Mrs. 
Ringroſe and her daughters came about 
me, and enquired what was the matter? 
I told them, II had met with an accident; 
but bade them not be frightened, for I 
ſhould ſoon get the better of it. I begged 
they would let a man-ſervant help me up 
E 5 ſtairs, 
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ſtairs, and put me to bed. Mr. Ringroſe 
aſſiſted me himaſelf. As ſoon as I was 
undreſſed, I made a pledget of linen, and 
dreſſed my wound, tying a napkin round 
my body. My tenant was frightened at 
the fight of my ſhirt; but I charged him 
not to ſpeak of it. He helped me to put 
on a clean ſhirt, and then I went into 
bed. He would fain have ſent for a ſur- 
geon, but I would not ſuffer it, I 
' wiſhed this affair to be known to as few 
people as poſſible. I took ſome wine and 
water, and endeavoured to compoſe my- 
ſelf. The family paid me every kind of 
attention: they made me broth, and or- 
dered one of their ſervants to fit up 
with me. | 

&« I had a tolerable night, and was pretty 
eaſy the next morning. About ſeven o'clock, 
Jack Roberts came to viſit me. He was 


very deſirous to know all that had paſſed 
between 
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between his maſter and me. I told him 
the whole, but enjoined him to ſecreſy. 

« Jack told me, he was in great fear, 
both for me and his maſter. You have 
laid it on very heavily,” ſaid he; © and he 
cannot ſtir. I have anointed him well with 
vinegar; but I am really afraid of the 
conſequences.” 


« Did he ſend you here, to enquire 
after me?“ 

t No, indeed,” faid Jack; © but he has 
not told his lady, He ſaid, he had a fall, 
and was very much bruiſed. As for the 
reſt, he thinks of nobody but himſelf.” 

Does he ſhew na concern for me? 
does he ſay nothing about me?“ 

“No, Sir; but he ſighs and groans bit» 
terly, and ſeems very unhappy.” 

] begged of Jack to come in the 
evening, and dreſs my wound for me. He 
ſaid, he would make ſome: excuſe, and 
come to me, if poſſible. | 

E 6 He 
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* He did come, and was convinced of | 
the malicjous deſign of his maſter ; but he 
expreſſed fears of his doing well. I had 
no doubt of his recovery, and gave direc- 
tions kow he ſhould be treated. I bade 
him ſay nothing of me, unleſs his maſter 
enquired after me ; and, in that caſe, to 
tell him the truth. 
e My wound was now in a very fine 
way, and I hoped to be well in a few days. 
I reſolved, as ſoon as Antonio and myſelf 
were well, to leave the country, and go to 
London for a time. I propoſed to write to 
Don Antonio, to endeavour to make him 
aſhamed of his behaviour; and to ad- 
viſe him to ſell his eſtate here, and to re- 
turn to Italy, for he would never be an 
Engliſhman. 
<« Thus I propoſed ſchemes for my fu- 
ture conduct. Alas! they were all coun- 
teracted by unforeſeen circumſtances and a 


| events. 8 2 
: « On 
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« On the third day after this unfor- 
tunate meeting, Jack Roberts came about 
noon-time. His looks were ominous, 

«© What is the matter now, Jack?“ 

« Matter enough !” ſaid he. © In ad- 
dition to your dreſſing, which was ſufficient 
for him, Don Antonio is ſeized with the 
cholic. His ſufferings are ſo great, that, I 
am ſure, you would pity him.” 

e That I do fincerely l' ſaid I. 

« Thank God for that!” ſaid Jack: 
« that is kind and charitable in you. But, 
Sir, will you come and help him ?” 

* That I will not do.” 

J am ſent to beg that you will come 
to him.” 

Who ſends you ?” 

« Both my maſter and miſtreſs, He 
calls on you inceſſantly ; and my lady begs 
you will come without delay.” 

* She knows not what has paſſed be- 
tween us, or ſhe would not urge it. Be- 

| fide, 
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ſide, it would be dangerous to me, on 
more than one account. If he ſhould 
not do well if our encounter ſhould be 
known—I ſhould incur danger from an 
enquiry. I will not adminiſter any medi- 
Cines to him. You may give hin ſome 
gin and water, as I have done; but I will 
not ſee him again, if I can help it.” 

* Jack tried all the arguments he could 
think of; but I remained inflexible, and 
thought myſelf juſtified in my refuſal, 
After he was gone, I had a great many 
anxious and uneaſy thoughts. If Antonio 
ſhould die—if the bruiſes upon him ſhould 
be imputed to me—if a coroner's inqueſt 
ſhould fit upon the caſe—all theſe ifs were 
uncomfortable to me. 

4 ] confeſs, that I likewiſe felt ſorrow 
and remorſe for the blows I had given him. 
But he was the aggreſſor. He had a de- 
ſign upon my life. I had none upon his: 
I only meant to chaſtiſe him. But, ſup- 

. poſing 


school FOR WIDOWS. 107 


poling that paſſion and reſentment, on my 
part, ſhould have the ſame, or worle effect, 
than enmity and malice had on his, could 
I acquit myſelf of his death? Wretched 
is the mind that is obliged to undergo 
ſuch conflicts: torn between ſelf-accuſa- 
tion, and ſelf-acquittal; always arguing 
with itſelf, but never ſatisfied with it's 
own deciſion ! 
„ next morning, Roberts came to 
my houſe, and put me out of doubt, at 
leaſt. As he entered the room, he ſaid— 
« All is over Don Antonio is dead!“ 
« I ſhuddered and groaned, but could 
make no anſwer. 


« He told me, that he lay in the moſt 
violent pain for two days—that Iſabella 
had not been in bed, nor took off her 
cloaths, all the time—that, whenever ſhe 
touched him, he ſcreamed out, being fore 
with the bruiſes he had received—that ſhe 
was quite exhauſted with grief and watch- 
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ing, and fell into fits that the old nurſe 
was ſent for, and ſhe was carried into an- 
other room; and that ſhe had miſcarried, as 
Mrs. Cob had told him, and was confined 
to her bed—that Antonio's pains abated 
about ten o'clock, and he compoſed him- 
ſelf to ſleep that Iſabella was told he was 
better, and ſhe went to reſt—that he ſat 


in his maſter's room, and fell aſleep, and 


did not wake till day-light. Then he went 
to the bed- ſide, and obſerved that his ma- 
ſter lay in the ſame poſture he left him in. 
He touched his hand, and then his face, 
and found that he was dead. The firſt 
thought that occurred to him, was, to come 
to me, and beg me to go home with him, 
and give orders what ſhould be done. 
4 We are a diſtracted family, Sir,” ſaid he; 
« and it would be very imprudent to let 
ſtrangers come into the houſe, eſpecially 
confidering all the circumſtances that are 
known to you and 1.” 


«.] ſtarted 
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ee I ſtarted up“ You ſay true, John, 


The caſe requires preſence of mind. 1 will 


go with you directly, There is no time to 
loſe. May I depend upon you, John?“ 

« You may, Sir, I will be true and 
faithful to you.” 

Now, then, I am ready.“ 

« I dreſt myſelf as quickly as poſſible. 
He came on horſeback. I mounted the 
horſe, and he walked by my fide. When 
we came to the houſe, I took Mrs. Cob, 
the huſbandman's wife, into the parlour, 
She looked frightened. 

« Your maſter is dead, as John tells me. 
I am deeply concerned : but we muſt not 
fit down and grieve, till we have done our 
duty. Do not let your miſtreſs hear a word 
of this ſad event, till ſhe is better able to 
bear it, Charge the nurſe to be ſilent and 
careful, Let no one go near her but you 


two, John and I will ſee to what is neceſ- 


fary to be done above ſtairs; and do you 
keep 
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keep away all impertinent /intruders of 
every kind.“ 

« J left her, and went up ſtairs; and 
John followed me. We went into the 
room, and my heart ſunk within me at 
the ſight. Antonio was already turned 
black, almoſt* all over; and it was ne- 
ceſſary to put the body into a ſtate to be 
removed. 9 | 
Ee pauſed ſome minutes. John ſaid— 
% What ſhall we do, Sir ?—Who ſhall lay 
him out?“ mt 
That office muſt be done by you and 
me, John. Nobody elſe muſt ſee him at 
preſent. A thought ſtrikes me! In Italy, 
they bury their dead in the cloaths they 
wear when living. We will dreſs Antonio 
in the cloaths he wore laſt, lay him ſtraight, 
and then ſend ſor the carpenter to make 
his coffin. The women need not come 
about him, We will perform the laſt ſad 


offices.” 


«© Accordingly, 
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e Accordingly, we performed this me- 
lancholy duty. We took off the bed and 
bedding; we dreſſed him as we propoſed; 
we then wrapped the body in the under 
ſheet, and laid the upper one over him. 


e then ſent John to the carpenter, and 
bade him not return without him. He 
cane directly, and meaſured the body. I 
told him, it was the cuſtom in Italy, to 
be buried in their cloaths; and that his 
lady would think it a mark of diſreſpect to 
do otherwiſe. 

te bade John, before the carpenter, go 
to the parſonage, and acquaint the rector 
with his maſter's death, and give notice 
that he was not to be buried in woollen ; 
that we were ready to pay the penalty, 
half of which would come to him, as the 
informer, 

« I told the carpenter, that the gentle- 
man died of a mortification in his bowels ; 


and that he muſt be buried as ſoon as 
poſſible. 
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poſſible, He promiſed to make the colt 


immediately. 


« After he and John were gone, I went 
down ſtairs, and into the garden, where I 
had a kind of fit ; for my heart was ſorely 
oppreſſed, and I was almoſt ſuffocated, 


The idea of ſelf-defence, which is ſaid 40 


be one of the firſt laws of nature, came to 
my relief; it ſupported” me through ſcenes 
that I cannot, even now, look back upon 
without horror, and ſtill wonder how I 
went through them : yet I thought it 
would be unjuſt, that I ſhould come into 
hazard of my life, for a man who would 
have killed me, and againſt whoſe life 1 
had no premeditated deſign. | 

« I ardently wiſhed to get the funeral 
over before Iſabella ſhould know of his 
death f which _—_— prevent all future 


. enquiry. 


« The next morning, the carpenter 


brought home the coffin. Aſſiſted by John 
and 
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and myſelf, the body was laid into it. We 
carried it down ſtairs, and ſet it into one 
of the parlours. After which, all the ſer- 
vants were permitted to ſee it; and then 


it was ſcrewed down, and ſet ready to be 


interred, 

« Antonio ied on the Wedneſday, and 
was buried on the Sunday following : it 
would have been dangerous to keep him 
longer. All the ſervants attended the 
funeral. : but I had not ſpirits to go ; and, 
as I was known to be his moſt intimate 
friend, I was excuſed, and commended for 
my ſenſibility. 

“ Iſabella was told he was 9 every 


day; and ſhe did not know the whole 


truth till a week afterwards. 


e When ſhe was told by her nurſe, 
ſhe was in agonies of grief and deſpair, 
which threw her back ; and ſhe was fe- 

yeriſh and delirious ſeveral days. Nature, 

at length, got the better: ſhe — and ſlept, 
| and 
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and enquired into the particulars of her, 
huſband's death and burial. | 
« She was told, that I had taken upon 
myſelf the laſt duties and offices, and-had 
performed them with great concern and 
attention. I took this for an indication. 


that I might be ſeen ; and, as ſoon as ſhe 


was. well enough to ſit up, I. took the 


liberty to pay my reſpects to her. 


“She had a burſt of grief, upon the firſt 


fight of me; but, after a flood of tears, 
ſne began to queſtion me 


e Why did you not come time enough 
to be of ſervice to my Antonio?“ | 

« Becauſe I was very ill myſelf, and 
confined at home; and, when I did come, 

I was fitter to be in my bed.” 
Why did you bury him ſo ſoon ?” 
e Becauſe it was impoſſible to keep him 
longer. He died of a mortification, and 
the body was putrid: it would have been 
enough 
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enough to breed a contagion to keep it 
longer.“ 

« Where is he buried?“ 

« 1n conſecrated ground—the church- 
yard of this pariſh,” 

« Alas ! he had no prieſt to attend him!” 

te The circumſtances were too ſudden to 
admit of it, or I would have ſent for one : 
but the funeral rites were performed with 
every kind of decency and propriety.” 

ce I thank you, Sir, for the trouble you 
have taken, when I was unable to attend 
to any thing.” 

J am always ready to do you ſervice, 
Madam; and I deſire you will command 
me at all times.” 

6e Pray, Sir, where do you take up your 
reſidence ?” | 

* At my own houſe, Madam; but I 
come here every day, to receive Your 
commands.” 


c I thank 
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ce I thank you, Sir Oh, my Antonio! l 
he is loſt for ever!“ | 


« Here ſhe fell into a paroxyſm of grief. 


I retired, fearing to make my firſt viſit too 


long, but glad that the ice was broken. I 
ordered all the bills to be ſent in, and 
they were given to Iſabella, She gave me 


the key of the eſcritoire, and deſired me to 


take money to pay them. I thanked her 
for this proof of her confidence ; but de- 
clined it, unleſs ſhe would go with me, 


and ſee what money was there. . She did 


ſo; and we were both ſurprized to ſee what 
Antonio had accumulated within three 


years : it proved his ſordid and avaricious 


mind. 
« I took an account of the money, and 


gave her the copy. I paid the bills, and 


brought her the acquittances, 

. This was the laſt of thoſe employ- 
ments which were ſo painful to me, and 
which have left a weight upon my mind, 

never - 
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never to be removed. And now, Madam, 
I will relieve you , and myſelf, and will 
poſtpone the remainder of my ſtory till 
another day.” ; 

Here Captain Maurice took his leave; 
and it was a relief to me, for I felt too 


ſtrongly all the diſmal circumſtances of the 
ſtory he had. told. 


I will not anticipate your judgment 
upon it; but leave it to your candour, and 
to your pity. | 


Adieu, my dear friend. I am, always, 
Yours faithfully, 


Frances DARNTORD. 


Vol. III. * "Pw LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 
MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS, STRICTLAND, 
| Will now proceed with Ein Mau- 
rice's ſtory, in his own words 


15 In regard to what is paſt, Madam, I 


lay claim to your pity and candour; in 


what is to come, I expect your diſapproba- 


tion and cenſure. I have owned myſelf 
guilty of many faults, and only implore 
your compaſſion as a penitent deſirous to 
atone for his crimes. 


« During Antonio's life, I never enter- 
tained a thought, or a wiſh, to obtain the 
love of Iſabella; but, from the time that 
the funeral was over, and ſhe ſeemed re- 
turning to health and tranquillity, I fixed 
my mind upon this expectation, and de- 
termined to be her huſband, 5 


« She 
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« She received my ſervices with grati- 
tude ; ſhe never denied me her company. 
If I ſtaid away from her houſe a day, ſhe 
always ſent to know how I did, and de- 
fired to ſee me on the morrow. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances encouraged me to perſevere ia 
my purſuit. I only knew her ſituation. I 
was her friend and ſervant. I reſolved to 
be her affectionate huſband, and her faith- 
ful ſteward. I was not over forward to de- 
clare my wiſhes: I never mentioned them 
till between three and four months aſter 
the death of Antonio N 


I interrupted him, by ſaying—< I think 


that was much too ſoon.” 

« If you conſider our intimacy, Madam, 
perhaps you may change your opinion. 
We were then upon ſuch good terms, that 


it ſeemed as if nothing but the queſtion 
was wanting.” | 


“Was Iſabella of this opinion, Sir?“ 


F 2 « Noz 


120 SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS, 


« No; ſhe was not. From the moment 
I declared myſelf her lover, ſhe fell into 
reſerve and ſullenneſs. Sometimes ſhe left 
the room, and would ſee me no more that 
day; but, when I aſked for her the day 
following, ſhe came at the firſt word. She 
would talk freely with me upon buſineſs ; 
or, in ſhort, upon any ſubject but one— 
that one which engroſſed all my attention. 


* After the ice was broken, I obliged 


her to hear me often. I thought on the 


old ſaying—“ Faint heart Wgver won fair 


lady.” I teazed her continually ; I perſe- 
cuted her with my addreſſes. Sometimes 
ſhe burſt into an agony of tears; ſome- 
times ſhe exclaimed aloud — Oh, my 
Antonio!—Oh, my Giulio! Why are not 
you here to protect me?“ 


« And had you no pity for her?” ſaid I. 
« Yes; I more than pitied—I adored 


59 


her. 
5 « That 
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* That was not the kind of pity ſhe 
wanted.” 5 
« My paſſion grew by oppoſition, I ſuf- 
fered as much as the did. I have kneeled, 
and prayed, and wept ; but in vain.” 
« Poor lady!“ ſaid I, what muſt ſhe 


have ſuffered !” 

« J thought you would pity her, and 
blame me. But, no matter. If I can en- 
gage your pity for Iſabella, ſo as to induce 
you to take the charge of her, I care not 
what becomes of me.” 

te What a mixture of ſtrange and gene- 
rous ſentiments Proceed, Sir: I will 


not again interrupt you, if I can help it.” 


ce One night, that I had been very urgent 
with her to give me her hand, ſhe broke 


* — — — 
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from me, and ran up ſtairs; and I ſaw her ; 
no more. 

* The next day, her ſervant told me, 
that ſhe went into the chamber where An- 
tonio died, and ſhe would not come out of | 


2 it. 
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it. She threw herſelf upon her knees, 
againſt the bed; ſhe invoked Antonio's 
name; ſhe implored him to help her. 
After doing this ſome time, ſhe ſeemed 
as if ſpeaking to ſome perſon actually pre- 
ſent: ſhe waited for his anſwer, and then 
replied again, and ſo continued in talk 
with him. The ſervant intreated her to go 
to bed in her own apartment. She an- 
ſwered “ No: I will not ſleep any where 
but in this room. Here I have found my 
protector, and here I will remain!“ 

« The woman urged her to go. She 
bade her go to her.own bed ; for, if ſhe 
ſtaid all night, ſhe would not leave the 
chamber, 

« Mrs. Cob and her huſband were gone 
to bed; ſo was the boy; and there was 
nobody up but Suſan Dobbins. 

« I ſhould have told you, Madam, that 


the young woman who waited on [Iſabella 


was married, and gone away, juſt before 
Antonio's 
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Antonio's ſickneſs and death. There was 
in the pariſh a young widow, who had 
lately buried her huſband and child: they 
died of the ſmall-pox. The woman had it, 


and recovered. Finding ſhe could not. 


ſupport herſelf, ſhe reſolved to go to ſer- 
vice. She was recommended to Iſabella, 
who took her into her family. She was 
an honeſt and tidy woman, but very vul- 
gar and clowniſh; and Iſabella was diſ- 
guſted with her, and did not like her about 
her perſon. I had offered to enquire after 
another ; but wiſhed to ſee I ſabella more 
compoſed, and more reconciled to my 
wiſhes, before a ſtranger was admitted into 
the family, 

6“ This Suſan Dobbins perceived my de- 
ſign; and, like a true goſſip, whiſpered it 
to every one that came near her, that I 
was to marry her miſtreſs as ſoon as the 
year was out, as ſhe phraſed it. I thought 
this would forward my ſcheme, and there- 
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fore did not contradict it; but I charged 
Suſan not to hint it to her miſtreſs. 


“ Ifabella did not ſee me for two or 
three days after ; and, when ſhe did, there 
was a wildneſs in her eyes that ſurprized 
and ſhocked me. 

« I enquired tenderly after her health, 
She ſaid, ſhe was better, and ſhould be 
better ſtil]. 

« J told her, I was glad to hear it ; for 
that I was informed, that ſhe neither ate 
nor ſlept well. 

ee Oh, yes,” ſaid ſhe, te J eat and ſeep 
enough.” | 

« Can 1 do any thing, Madam, to pro- 
mote your health and happineſs?“ 

« Why, yes; I believe you can, Sir. I 
am reſolved to go to Italy; and you mult 
carry me in your ſhip, Sir. Antonio will 
be with me; and he will protect me from 


you, and from every body,” 
6 ] do 


* \ 
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« J do not underſtand you, Madam: 
Antonio is dead and buried.” 
« Yes, I know that too well ; but he 


will be with me, for all that.” 


« How can that be? I cannot under- 


ſtand or believe you.“ 


« No matter. I know what I ſay. I 
know where to find him; and he comes to 


me whenever I call him.” 


ee Strange fancy !—This is all conceit, 
Madam: you dreamed it.” 

« Yes, I dreamed it, both ſleeping and 
waking : no matter how. I do not want 
you to know all that I do—only take care 
how you inſult me again, for I have a 
friend that will reſent it.” 


« Inſult you, Madam! I would not, 
for the world, do any thing to offend 
you, You kill me with your cruelty ; 
and this fancy is aſſumed, to diſtreſs and 
mortify me !” 


F 5 cc No, 
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* No, I do not want to kill you, or 


diſtreſs you. I would only keep you at 


your proper diſtance; that is all, Sir.” 


ce What, then, can I do, and not diſ. 
pleaſe you?“ | 

* Be humble, and modeſt, and keep 
your diſtance; and only come here when 
I ſend for you. That do, and I will thank 
you.” 

« You uſe me very ill, Madam. 1 
never ſtaid away from your houſe, that 
you did not ſend for me the next day; and 
now, you would throw me to a diſtance,” 


« I did once think you my friend, Sir, 
T thought I was obliged to you; but I 
have forgot why I thought ſo. Sir, you 
may ſtay to dine here, but I ſhall not 
dine with you.” | 

« Then I ſhall not ſtay, I do not want 
a dinner. I ſhall wait your commands 


when you know your own meaning!“ 


« ] took 


SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 127 


« I took my leave in anger, and went 
home vexed and unhappy. 

« J could not underſtand, whether her 
head was affected, or whether ſhe feigned 
herſelf thus, in order to drive me away 
from her; but my mind reſted upon the 
laſt opinion. 
Two days after, I received a meſſage, 
that Madam deſired to ſee me. I went 
directly. John met me with a ſmiling 
countenance— 

« I am glad you are come, Sir: I hope 
you will be our maſter at laſt.” 

« God knows!” ſaid I; * but I ſaw 
nothing like it when I was laſt here.” 

& Never mind, Sir. © Women's minds 


waver,” ſays the proverb.” 


c J ſhook hands with him, and went 


into the parlour. 

« I waited above half an hour before 
Iſabella appeared. I bowed reſpectfully, 
and enquired after her health. She curt- 

OS: fied, 
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ſied, and thanked me. She was filent, and 
looked ſerious. I waited her motions, but 
ſhe ſaid nothing. 

& At laſt, I ſpoke—® I came hither, 


- Madam, in obedience to your commands.” 


« Did you, Sir?—Oh, now I recollect, 
I had ſomething to ſay to you ! They tell 


me, I was rude to you when you was 


here. 1 aſk your pardon, Sir!” 

c T bowed to her“ You have it, Ma- 
dam. I thought you unkind; but I feared 
you were not well, and I excuſed it.” 

« I am not well,” ſaid ſhe; © but I do 
not know what ails me. I have loft my 
memory. I do not recolle& any thing. 


Sometimes, I am very happy for a ſhort 


time; but then, again, I feel very mi- 
ſcrable. I do not know how it is.“ 

J am glad to ſee you better, Madam. 
I now afk you to forgive any thing I may 
have done to offend you.“ [I kneeled 
to her.] 


« Yes, 
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« Yes, Sir, I forgive you, and all the 
world!” 

« Tf I ſtay, will you give me your 
company at dinner?“ 

« Yes, if you deſire it; but I cannot 
eat, and I hope you will excuſe me.” 

« She gave me her company at dinner, 
but ſhe neither ate nor ſpoke, She drank 
a little wine and water, and ſhe ſeemed 
thirſty and feveriſh. As ſoon as the din- 
ner-things were taken away, ſhe curtſied, 
and withdrew. I walked in the garden, 
fretting at her behaviour, and doubtful 
how to act. 

% Suſan Dobbins came to me, laugh- 
ing like an ideot - So, Madam ſent for 
yow agen; but te” moight bethank me?” 

« I do not underſtand you,” ſaid I. 

« Why, I tould her, as how that yow 
were affronted, juſt as John tould me, and 
that yow would never come agen, except 

ſhe 
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ſhe ſent for yow; ſo that made her oneaſy, 
and ſo ſhe ſent for yow to come to-day.” 
_ © I dare ſay, you meant it well: but! 
earneſtly deſire, that you will ſay nothing 
of this kind to your lady in future.” 

« Well, I on't, then. If yow under- 
ſtand one another, that's enough.” 

< Pray, tell me, does ſhe till fancy that 
her huſband is with her?” 

„ Aye, that ſhe do, ſure enough: ſhe 
hold long talk with him, and ſpake fo na- 
tural, that I am ſometimes ſort of afraid, 
that there is ſomebody elſe in the room be- 
ſide ourſelves; or elſe, that her poor head 
ha” got a crack in it.“ 

© Well, do not ſpeak of it out of the 
houſe : do not let her be long alone; watch 
all her motions, and let me know how ſhe 
does every day. Try to amuſe her from 
thinking too much; try to excite her to 


eat; make her broth, and get her every 
thing 


— 
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thing ſhe can aſk or wiſh for. Go to her 
now. I will ſee you again in a few days.“ 

« Thus we went on for ſeveral weeks, 
] called every day, but did not ſtay dinner 
except ſhe aſked me. 

« One day, ſhe ſeemed better, and ſhe 
entered into converſation with me. She 
aſked me to go with her to Italy. 

« And what will you do there, Ma- 
dam?“ 

« ] would go and board in a convent 
for a time; and, if I liked it, I would ſtay 
there always.” 

This would be a diſmal and uncom- 
fortable life for you.” | 

« I do not think ſo: perhaps, I might 
be happier there than here.” 

© What hinders you to be happy here?“ 

« I do not know,” ſaid ſhe: and was 
ſilent, 

« I will carry you to Italy, upon one 
condition; give me your hand, make me 

your 
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your huſband, give me a right to be your 
protector, and I will go with you all the 
world over.“ 

% No—no—no !” ſaid ſhe; and roſe 
to go away. 

ce I took her hand—< Stay a minute 
longer—hear what I have to ſay. Perhaps, 
I have urged you too ſoon. Let us com- 
promiſe. I will not again urge you on 
this ſubject, till your year of widowhood 


is fully expired; but, then, I muſt hope 


you will receive me more graciouſly.” 


« I kiſſed her hand, and releaſed it, 
She went away from me, and ran up ſtairs, 
I went home, chagrined, and out of ſpirits, 
I was wholly unſettled, and took no plea- 
ſure in any thing, but the hope that ſhe 
would one day be mine.” 

« Surely, Sir,“ faid I, © it would have 
been wiſer m you to give over the purſuit, 
when you found the lady ſo averſe to it.” 
| « Perhaps 
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« Perhaps ſo, Madam: but I did not 
give it over, as you ſhall hear. 

« continued my attentions to the lady, 
without mentioning our marriage, till the 
year was compleated, and the fatal day had 
paſſed over us; which I kept wich many 
ſighs, and ſome tears, 

“ Iſabella did not reckon the days and 
weeks, as I did. She knew not the anni- 
verſary of her loſs, and I was glad that ſhe 
did not: but ſhe continued in the ſame 
ſtrange way, talking with the idea of her 
huſbana, and telling him every thing that 


* 


happened, 


« I now reſumed my addreſſes and 


importunities. I urged her to be mine, to 
turn her thoughts from fancies and con- 
ceits, and meet her happineſs in her lover's 
arms. 

„She was, for the moſt part, ſilent and 
ſullen; but ſometimes broke out into fits 


of paſſion, and even frenzy, I flattered 
myſelf, 


- 
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myſelf, that if once ſhe found herſelf mar. 


ried to me, ſhe would be reconciled to her 
ſituation and to me, and a new ſcene of 
happineſs would ariſe to us both. 

« With this in view, I contrived to 
dreſs John as a prieſt of the Romiſh 
Church, and prepared him to read the 
ceremony to us, I beſought her to con- 
ſent to it's being performed. I begged, 
prayed, ſoothed, and threatened, in turn. 
tried to frighten her into a marriage; 
and, when ſhe ſhould be reconciled to her 
ſituation, I always meant to have it ſo- 
lemnized in a legal way. 

« Many diſtreſsful ſcenes followed: 1 
cannot recite them all to you; yet I muſt, 
in my own behalf, aſſure you, that I never 
attempted to uſe violence, nor to commit 


any act of indecency. 
One evening, when I had tried all the 


arts of perſuaſion, I bade Suſan call in the 
prieſt, 
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prieſt, When John entered, ſhe fell into 
hyſteric fits. I ſaid, it muſt be now or 
never, and bade him perform his office. 

« When ſhe recovered, ſhe found her 
hand in mine, and the ſuppoſed prieſt giv- 
ing the nuptial benediction. She gave a 
ſhriek, and went into fits again. 

« Suſan and I ſupported her. I poured 
ſome water down her throat, and ſhe re- 
vived again, 

& As ſoon as her ſenſes returned, I 
ſaid—“ I thank you, father, for your 
good offices, When Iſabella is better re- 
conciled to her ſituation, we will hope to 
ſee you here again.“ 

« He went away, wiſhing us happy 
together, 

* I then ſaid every thing ſoothing and 
comfortable. I told her, I was entirely 
at her command, as before; and tat 1 
would take no advantage of the holy rites 
that made her mine—That fhe was free 

to 
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to retire to her own apartment whenever 
| ſhe pleaſed, 

From that time, I took poſſeſſion of 
the houſe. I ſlept there, but in a diſtant 
part of the houſe from Iſabella's apart- 
ment. She was in paſſions of grief and 
frenzy all the night; but, in the day-time, 
ſhe compoled herſelf by her ideal converſa- 
tions with her huſband. * 

« Suſan told her, that I was her huſ- 
band. She denied it, and called upon An- 
tonio, to witneſs to the contrary. 

ec J enjoyed no advantage from this ſup- 
- poſed marriage, but that of being acknow- 
ledged by the ſervants as their maſter, 
They told it through the village, that we 
were married; and it was believed by all 
the inhabitants of the pariſh, 

« From the time of our ſuppoſed mar- 
riage, Iſabella gave me very little of her 
company. She refuſed to come down ſtairs 


to dinner. She would ſometimes come into 
| the 
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the library, or walk in the gallery; but, if 
ſhe heard any body coming, ſhe retreated 
into her chamber. I ſometimes came into 
the gallery, and converſed with her as ſhe 
ſtood in the library; but, if I offered to 
come any farther, ſhe went into the bed- 
chamber, and locked the door. 

« J have argued with her by the hour, 
beſeeching her to leave that part of the 
houſe, and come into her former apartment; 
yet ſhe would never liſten to it, but always 
ſaid, in that chamber ſhe had a friend that 
would protect her. 

& Suſan ſlept in a couch- bed, in the li- 
brary. I ordered her to ſleep in the cham- 
ber with her miſtreſs; but ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
could not that ſhe was ſcared out of her 
ſenſes, and conceited that ſomething more 
than themſelves was in the room, and 
eſpecially at night. 

“This notion gained ground daily, and 
the under-ſervants reported that the houſe 

WAS 
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was haunted; which gave me concern, 
and I caſt about how to put an end to 
it; which I was certain could not be done, 
without obliging Iſabella to quit that 
chamber, and then to ſhut it up entirely.” 

5 Surely,” ſaid I, “you could not. be 
ſo cruel. It was enough to drive her to 
diſtraction and deſperation.” 

“ expected, Madam,” ſaid he, © that 


you would interrupt me.” 
« It is with difficulty I have refrained 


ſpeaking ſo long.” 

© Have patience a little longer, You 
may blame me; but, when you have heard 
all, perhaps you may pity me.” 

« My pity is engroſſed by the poor 


_ ſufferer.” 


« Already are you biaſſed? What muſt 


I expe hereafter ?” 
« T hope there is nothing worſe, to 


make me execrate you ?” 


« Worſe, or better, you muſt hear all; 
or 
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or you will think worſe of me than you 
ought. I did not go the lengths that 


you ſuppoſe.” 


« You went much farther than I can 


approve, or allow.” 

« I went far enough to ſpoil my peace; 
and, if I had been more reſolute, perhaps 
J had ſuffered leſs. He who is a com- 
pleat villain, ſuffers leſs than he who 
ſtops ſhort of the laſt extremities, both in 
regard to himſelf and others.” 

Here I will finiſh this ſheet; a ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf, 

Yours, always, and equally, 


Frances DARN FORD. 


LETTER 


— 
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LETTER. XIV. 


MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS. STRICTLAND. 


HOUGH Captain Maurice had for- 
feited my good opinion, I was deſir- 


ous to hear the reſt of his ſtory; and to 
know how far it might be in my power 
to be of ſervice to this poor afflicted lady, 


whoſe ſufferings proceeded from real griet 
and unfeigned misfortune. 


I defired the ſtrange man to proceed 


with his narration. 


J reſolved,” ſaid he, © to try fair 
means to get her out of that fatal chamber, 
which I ſhuddered at approaching, Having 
encouraged myſelf with a bottle of wine, 
I followed her one night into this room. 
Suſan Dobbins was preſent. I only meant 


to conduct her to her former apartment, 


and to leave her there. 


* fit 
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« At the ſight of me, ſhe ſhrieked loudly; 


and ran to a corner of the room, as if for 
ſafety. There ſtood an old-faſhioned high- 
backed great chair: ſhe had hung upon 
it a ſuit of cloaths of Antonio's, and but- 
toned it over the chair; and her diſturbed 
imagination repreſented to her the idea of 
Antonio's being preſent there. She threw 
herſelf into the chair; ſhe threw the fleeves 
of the coat over her, and then compoſed 
herſelf, 

« There! there! Now I am ſafe! - He 
dares not take me out of your arms!” 

«© My dearcſt Iſabella,” ſaid I, © let me 
perſuade you to leave this room, and re- 
turn to your own apartment. I ſwear to 
you, that I will leave you to your repoſe!” 

e do not mind his fooliſh talking—. 
no, my love, I am yours only. Do not 
be uneaſy; . I promiſe you, I will never 
marry any other man.“ 

Hear me, Iſabellal It is for your ſake 
Vox. III. G I ak 
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I aſk you to go from this chamber : It is 
this place that diſturbs you, and makes 
you thus; you will never be well while 
you ſtay here.” 

« Let him talk on,” ſaid ſhe; © do not 
mind him. I will never leave you, my 
Antonio; no, never! Maurice, begone!” 

* Again, on my knees, I beſought her 
to come away. 

© Oh,” faid ſhe, © you muſt not fight! 
I will hinder that—He is not the man we 
once thought him. You were in the right, 
my love; but I was very wrong, to take his 
part againſt you: that was very wicked of 
me, but I have been puniſhed for it.—Go, 
man! get away from me! Are you not 
aſhamed to come here?” 

« Suſan Dobbins then ſpoke “ There, 
Sir! you have heard her with your own 
ears; I hope you will believe me another 


time.” 
« I was provoked, and aſhamed, to be 
| thus 
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thus got the better of. I advanced towards 
her, intending to take her into my cuſtody. 
She roſe up, without fear, but animated 


Lg 


with ſtrong reſolution— 
« Maurice, if you approach a ſtep 15. 
ther, you will meet your puniſhment! 


Antonio dares to fight you; for all you 
have ſaid is falſe,” 


« She ſtood, as if interpoſing between 
him and me. Sometimes ſhe went to 
him, as it ſeemed; ſometimes ſhe came 
towards me. She talked inceſſantly to 
one and the other. She ſaid the ſtrangeſt 
things that can be imagined. She raiſed a 
kind of terror, that ſubdued me: and, at 
laſt, ſhe ſaid—** No, I do not believe that 
Maurice killed you, becauſe you lived 
three days after—But, how could he hurt 
you, and leave no wound?” 


My heart ſmote me: I was ſtruck 
with horror, my knees knocked together, 
and I retreated ſlowly out of the room. I 

G 2 vent 
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went backward; and, as I came paſt the 
bed, I fell over a chair that ſtood in my 
way; and, crawling upon my hands and 
knees, ſlunk away, baffled and aſhamed, 
and went to my own apartment, where J 
ſpent a wretched night, without ſleep or 


compoſure, 
« I am naturally bold and intrepid; 


but never was a man's courage more com- 
pleatly ſubdued. than mine, on that fatal 
night. I never ſhall forget it while I live! 

& The next day, I was almoſt in a ſtate 
of diſtraction; alarmed, aſhamed, incenſed, 
unable to ferm a reſolution, yet unwilling 
to relinquiſh my purſuit. 

« ] got on horſeback, and rode for ſe- 
veral hours: came home to dinner, and af- 
terwards ſlept in a great chair for a conſi- 
derable time. I enquired after Iſabella, 
and was told, that ſhe did not go to bed 
til! day-light, but had then a comfortable 


"flcep of more than five hours. Suſan told 
50 me, 
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me, ſhe dared not ſleep in her chamber, 
but brought her bed into the library, and 
ſlept there. 

« Things remained in this ſtate ſeveral 
weeks. I went into the room oppoſite to 
Iſabella's, on the other ſide of the library, 
where I watched her motions. She aſked 
Suſan where I was ; and ſhe laid, ſhe could 
not tell certainly, but believed I was walk- 
ing in the garden. Then I will walk 
too,” ſaid ſhe. 4 

ce She came through the library, and 
went to walk in the gallery. I ſnatched 
the opportunity. 1 ſprung through the 
library, double-locked the door of her 
chamber, and put the key into my 
pocket, 

e When ſhe returned. ſhe was ſurprized 
and grieved. She tried at the lock, and 
found it faſtened againſt her. She called 
to Suſan, who proteſted ſhe knew nothing 
of the key. She fell into a paſſion, ſtamped 

4: G 3 and 
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and tore; and, having exhauſted her ſtrength, 


rel into a ſwoon, 

« I ten ſtepped forward; and, aſſiſted 
by Suſan, carried her into the dieſſing- 
room, between the two chambers in the 
gallery, and there left her to the care of 
Suſan; but waited within hearing, in caſe 
ſhe ſhould want any farther aſſiſtance. 

„ When ſhe returned to life and her 
fenſes, ſhe raved againſt thoſe who had 
locked her out of her own chamber, and 
aſked who it was. 

« Suſan ſaid, ſhe believed it was her 
maſter, | 

te She exclaimed— What maſter?” 

« Captain Maurice, Madam.“ 

© You have no maſter!” 

_— Ves, I have. Captain Maurice is my 
maſter, and yours too.“ 

« She raved againſt me till her ſtrength 
failed her, and then fainted again, and con- 


tinued ſeveral hours in this way, At 
length, 


2 
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length, ſhe grew quieter; and Suſan, with 
Mrs. Cob's help, put her to bed. 

« She called on Antonio, and her ſon 
Giulio, inceſſantly; till wearied Nature 
took pity on her, and lulled her into 
repoſe.” 

“ Yet you took no pity on her,” ſaid 
I, unable to keep ſilence. 

« Yes, I did,“ he anſwered. © I was 
clear ſhe would never recover fo long as 
ſhe ſtaid in that chamber, fatal to her 
and me.” 

% We went on thus for a few days; 
when Mrs. Cob complained, that Suſan 
and ſhe were quite worn out, and they 
could not ſupport the fatigue of their daily 
work, and watching all night with their 
miſtreſs. I aſked what ſhe would adviſe 
me to do? 

« Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © there is a perſon in 
the neighbourhood, that is uſed to nurſe 


people that are out of their right mind. 
G 4 She 
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She is juſt now at liberty, and came here to 
offer her ſervice yeſterday, while you were 
gone out; ſo I bade her come again to- 
day, and ſhe is now in the houſe.” 


« ] will come and ſpeak to her,” ſaid I; 
and went to her immediately. I enquired 
where ſhe had been, and who was to give 
her a character. She ſhewed me a written 


one, from the ſurgeon and apothecary in the 


next pariſh; ſignifying that ſhe had been 


employed in ſeveral families where he at- 


tended, and that he would be anſwerable 
for her honeſty and fidelity. I told her, 


| the might come directly; and deſired her 


to treat the lady with the utmoſt attention 
and tenderneſs. She bragged of her know- 
ledge in ſuch caſes ; and ſaid, ſhe muſt be 
left to her own method, 

« Mrs. Burton entered upon her office 
immediately. I introduced her to Iſabella, 


who was fitting in the dreſſing-room. 
Suſan 
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Suſan was ſtanding by her; and ſhe ſeemed 
quiet, and half-aſleep. | 

ce At the ſight, of us, ſhe ſtarted, and 
looked angry. She held up her hand in a 
threatening attitude, I approached her, 
and ſpoke— 

« My deareſt Iſabella, I have brought 
a gentlewoman to wait on you, to nurſe 
you, to comfort you, and to make you 
well.” 

ce She looked diſdainfully on her, and on 
me. She held up her hand, as before. I 
drew near her; I took her other hand, and 
kiſſed it, She gave me a blow with her 
right-hand, that ſurprized me: it made 
my face glow for a long time after. 

* Mrs. Burton ſaid “ Oh fie, Madam! 
Is this your behaviour to your huſband?” 

« She looked at her ſcornfully, and held 
up her hand, in defiance. glace 

4 ſaid “ You muſt be gentle and 


obliging to her.“ 
G 5 « She 
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«* She ſmiled—*< I can perceive that you 
have been too gentle to her; and I ſee how 
ſhe returns it. You ſhauld be more reſo- 
Jute with her.” 

« Not fo,” ſaid I; “ nor will J ſuffer 
any one to treat her roughly. Obſerve 
what I ſay, Mrs. Burton, or you will not 
ſtay here.“ 

« Very well, Sir,” ſaid ſhe: I will en- 
deayour to oblige her and you.” 


* Iſabella ſtamped with her foot, and 
ſhewed ſigns of impatience. I withdrew, 
and left her to the care of Mrs. Burton. 


As I found the fight of me diſcom- 
poſed her, I only ſaw her by ſtratagem, 
now and then trying whether ſhe would 
endure it more patiently ; but every experi- 
ment I made, ſerved to confirm me in 
opinion, that ſhe never would love me, 
nor admit me to the privileges of an 


huſband, 


« After 
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ec After Mrs. Burton had been ſome 
weeks in the family, Suſan Dobbins was 
often hinting to me ſomething that ſhe 
| feared to explain. I deſired her to ſpeak 
out, and fear nothing. 

« After much prefacing, ſhe told me, 
that, in her mind, Mrs. Burton uſed her 
miſtreſs very ill; but begged I would not 
let it be ſaid that ſhe had told tales of her: 
that was her way of ſpeaking. 

* determined to know the truth of it, 
and to diſcharge Mrs. Burton the firſt op- 
portunity. 

« A few nights afterwards, as I was go- 
ing to bed, ir came into my head to liſten 
at the door of Ifabella's room. I heard 
Mrs. Burton fpeaking in a loud and in- 
ſolent tone of voice“ You fhall, Ma- 
dam—1 tell you, you ſhall do as I order 
you—\V hat, do you think to make a fool 
of me, as you do of all the reſt ?=T know 
better how to manage you! have broken 

G 6 a higher 
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a higher ſpirit than yours—Lie till, and 
go to ſleep, or ——” 

At that moment, I tapt at the door, 
Mrs, Burton came, and opened it. 


How dare you ſpeak in that manner to 
the woman I love as my ſoul ?” 

*« Oh, dear Sir! is it you ?—They tell 
me, that, though you have been married to 
her many months, you have not had cou- 
rage enough to bed her. Come in, Sir; 
and I will bring her to your lure, I war- 
rant : you ſhall go to bed to her now, if 
you pleaſe, upon condition that you give 
me a pair of gloves, and a favour, to- 
morrow morning,” 

c ] made her no anſwer, but went into 


the room. I ſaw the dear faint lying like a 
lamb under the hand of the butcher, My 


heart ſmote me, and I felt as if a dagger 
was run through me. I kneeled by the 

- bed-ſide, and begged her to ſpeak to me. 
928 4 Oh, 
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« Oh, my Iſabella !. give me your hand, 
and ſpeak one kind word to me, and I will 
ſend this woman away from you ! ſhe ſhall 
never approach you more!“ 

E She lay with her face into the pillow, 
and I feared ſhe would be ſuffocated. I 
offered to take her hand. —Oh, Madam! 
how ſhall I ſpeak it?—Her dear hands were 
tied behind her, and her feet tied together! 
I felt as if my heart was burſting. “ Oh, 


vile woman!“ ſaid I ; “ brute !\—monſter! 


5 


is it thus you treat the faireſt of wo- 
men? — Run up ſtairs, and call Suſan this 
moment; and come not again into my 
fight !-—I will ſpeak to you to-morrow,” 

ce She began to apologize. 
Get out of my ſight this moment, or 
I ſhall do you a miſchief!” 

_« She ran up ſtairs, and ſent Suſan in a 

few minutes, 

« I cut the ſtrings that tied thoſe fair 
hands, I begged her to pardon me for 


giving 
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giving that woman the charge of her, 
The moment her hands were at liberty, 
ſhe rolled herſelf up in the bed-cloaths, fo 
that I could not fee her face, nor any part 
of her. Suſan came down, I bade her 


take care of her miſtreſs, unfold the bed- 
cloaths, and put her to bed, and ſtay 
with her all the night. © I am not going 
to bed. I will come again in an hour, to 
know how ſhe does. If ſhe ſhould drop 


aſleep, come to my room, and let me 


know Ag 


<« I retired to my own room, in a vio- 
lent agitation of ſpirits. My heart was 
touched. I reflected upon the trouble 1 
had given that ſweet and amiable woman. 
I had wiſhed a thouſand times to have her 
at an advantage; but, when that moment 
came, my heart would not ſuffer me to 
avail myſelf of it: I was not fo hardened 
a villain, That vile woman's wickedneſs 
awoke my compaſſion and remorſe, I felt 
the 
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the moſt true compunction for the part I 

had acted by her, and the moſt ardent wiſh 
to make atonement for it. 

« As ſoon as I was alone, I threw my- 

ſelf upon my knees. I prayed to Heaven 

to reſtore her, and to forgive me. I vowed 


that I would no more inſult her with my 


importunities, but would do every thing 
in my power to ſerve and fave her. My 
heart was ſoftened to ſuch a degree, that I 
wept like a chidden infant, and found my 
heart relieved by it. 

After ſome hours ſpent in this way, I 
returned into the gallery, and tapt ſoftly at 
the door. Suſan came; and, in a whiſper, 
told me, her miſtreſs was not aſleep, but 
that ſhe lay quieter, I laid my finger 
on my lip, ſhut the door, and went back 
to my own chamber, I had no call to 
ſleep, I walked about the whole night, 
ruminating on the paſt, and planning 


ſchemes for the future, 
cc As 
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« As ſoon as I heard Cob and his Wife 
ſtirring, I went down ſtairs. I told them 
what had paſt with Mrs, Burtan, and or- 
dered them to call me as ſoon as ſhe came 


among them, They did fo, and I went 
down to ſpeak to her. In the interim, I 
conſidered that it was beſt to part with her 
upon good terms, leſt ſhe ſhould make 
bad reports about the neighbourhood ; 
that I would pay her handſomely, and ſend 
her away ſatisfied. 

« She would have argued with me, on 
the propriety of her method of treating the 
lady; but I deſired her to ſay no more, 
only make her demand. She did fo, and ! 
paid her ſomething more; and told her, if 
we had any farther need of her ſervice, we 


would let her know it. 

« I felt ſome relief to my mind, after 1 

had diſmiſſed Mrs. Burton. I then wiſhed 

to find a perſon of good heart and cha- 
racer, 
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rater, to whom I could truſt the care of 
this unhappy and innocent creature, and 
eaſe my mind of the burthen it laboured 
under; for I reſolved to uſe the power I 
had acquired over her, for her benefit in 
future. 

« The houſe was grown melancholy 
and diſagreeable to me. I was fo de- 
preſſed in mind, that I took no pleaſure in 
any thing. 

« Tohn Roberts took the liberty of ad- 
viſing me to go abroad again, and to give 
up my purſuit of Iſabella, which, he ſaid, 
(very truly) had only made her miſerable, 
and myſelf too, I tald him, I had already 
reſolved upon ſomething of this kind ; and, 
as ſoon as I could meet with a proper per- 
ſon to take charge of Iſabella, I would go 
to the Continent. John de ſired to continue 
my ſervant, and to go with me. I readily 


accepted his offer, and prepared to realize 


this plan, 
cc In 
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0 In the courſe of this year, Madam, I 
had placed my Charlotte under your care; 
and was pleaſed with, and proud of, her 


improvements. 


% now went to Mrs. Sorling's, and 
conſulted her about putting my wife (fo J 
called her) under your care. She ſaid, if 
you would accept the charge, I might 
think myſelf a fortunate man; but ſhe 


IS 
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doubted whether I would undertake it. 
ce Now, Madam, I will add a few par- 
ticulars, in the hope they may induce you 
to do it— 
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ſhe eats greedily. She is thin and ema- 
ciated : ſhe ſeldom ſpeaks; but ſhe prays 
often, and moſtly mentally. There is a 
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poor woman who aſſiſts Suſan in the care 
of 
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of her. If ſhe is refractory, Suſan threatens 
to ſend for Mrs. Burton; and that makes 
her comply with whatever ſhe deſires. 
She is alſo afraid of me, and I cannot 
prevail upon her to endure my company; 
but, when I am abſent, ſhe is quiet and 
patient, 

„This, Madam, is the true account of 
our ſituation. And now, let me implore 
you, for pity's ſake, to accept the charge 


of this poor, unhappy lady !—I preſerve 
the appearance of a power over her, only 
for her ſervice : ſhe might otherwiſe be 

ſubject to worſe treatment. | 
« I will make you my tenant at the 
manſion-houſe: Iſabella and my Charlotte 
ſhall be your boarders. I will ſettle the 
money I leave in the funds upon Charlotte 
irrevocably; and I will requeſt you to 
accept the office of her guardian. I will 
give you a power to receive the rents of 
my farm during my abſence, When all 
theſe 
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theſe. points are ſettled, I will go abroad, 
and try to recover my health and my 
peace. Deign, Madam, to accept this 
kind and charitable office —I will pray 
to God to influence your mind in my 
behalf!“ | 


He kneeled down, and lifted up his 
eyes, which were ſwimming in tears: I 
could not refrain mine. 


“ You are moved,” ſaid he; © thank 
God for it !—You will do nothing to re- 
pent of— Tour goodnefs will be rewarded, 
both here and hereafter!” 


He ſtopped, and wept in ſilence, 


After a pauſe, I ſaid—** Sir, I do not 
promiſe to do what you require: I fear 
it may be too much for my health and 
ſpirits.” | 

« You can but try, Madam. If you 
find it ſo, you need only ſee that poor Iſa- 
bella is uſed well by her attendants, and 

„ direct 
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direct what is to be done for her ſervice, 
Do not reſuſe this, I beſeech you!“ 

ce Well, Sir, I will conſider of it. But 
I ſhould wiſh to ſee the houſe, and the lady, 
before I give a deciſive anſwer.” _ | 
ce You ſhall do fo, Madam. I will at- 


tend you whenever you pleaſe.” 


I promiſed that I would take this jour- 
ney ; and the unhappy man was cheared 
by it. He went away, thanking and 
| bleſſing me. 

It came into my mind, that this poor 
lady had never been attended by any per- 
ſon that could be her companion or com- 
forter. I reſolved to ſee her, and to judge 
whether there were any hopes of her re- 
covery, by proper treatment, and the 
company of a friend. This idea I kept 
to myſelf, and determined to try the ex- 
periment. 7 12 

I propoſed to Captain Maurice, that 
Charlotte Brady ſhould go with us; and 

that 
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that ſhe ſhould be his companion, while 
I attended on Iſabella. He gladly con- 
ſented to it. 
The following week, we ſet out on this 
journey. My next letter will bring you 
an account of the ſucceſs of it. 
In the mean time, I will ſend away this 
pacquet. | 
Ever yours faithfully, 


F. DARNFORD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 


MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS, STRICTLAND. 


Implore your mercy and compaſſion in 

behalf of Captain Maurice. Do not 
be too ſevere in your judgment of him. 
Though he has been very wrong in his 
perſecution of Iſabella, and though her ſuf- 
ferings were the reſult of his perſeverance, 
it was not his intention that ſhe ſhould 
ſuffer; and accidental circumſtances had a 
ſhare in it. 

But, look upon him in another, and 
more favourable light—as a man who had 
one object in view, which he had long pur- 
ſued with unceaſing aſſiduity that object 
in his power, and paſſion pleading for it's 
gratification. Behold him ſtruck with 
ſorrow and repentance; not light and mo- 
mentary, but deep and ſerious! he fore- 
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goes all his purpoſes, and ſtudies to make 
atonement by every means he can think of, 
He ſettles his affairs; provides for the wel- 
fare and comfort of the perſons moſt dear 
to him; gives up the greateſt part of his 


-property, and goes, with a heavy heart, to 


ſeek a new deſtiny in a foreign land! 


Let theſe circumſtances have their due 


effect upon your mind. Confider that hu- 
-man nature is frail, and liable to error. 
There are few people who have not ſome 
ſecret faults, that are concealed from the 
world's knowledge, and that prey upon the 


heart in it's deepeſt receſſes, for which 


there is no other remedy * than the heart's 
ſorrow, and a clear life enſuing.” To this, 
and to the mercy of Heaven, I leave this 
unhappy man; and ſhall-now give you an 
account of my firſt journey. 


Captain Maurice, Charlotte Brady, and 
myſelf, went in a poſt-chaiſe to N, 
446 where 
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where we ſlept one night, and reached the 
end of our journey by noon the next day. 
We were met, within a mile of the 
houſe, by a clown driving a chaiſe-cart, 
into which we got with our trunk, Cap- 
tain Maurice took the reins ; and the man 
walked before us, and opened the gates for 
us. He drove us round to the front of the 
houſe. It is a very pretty one, ſaſhed and 
modernized, and pleaſantly ſituated. It 
looked light and cheartul, and had nothing 
ominous nor melancholy in it's appear- 
ance, He rung the bell, and a woman- 


ſervant came to the door. 
e So, Mrs. Cob, ſaid he; “ did your 


huſband receive my letter?“ 


« Yes, Sir; and we have done all that 


you ordered.” 


He ſaid—“ I have brought this lady to 
viſit your miſtreſs, and in hope that ſhe 
will take the charge of her when I am 

Vol. III. H gone 
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gone abroad. She underſtands how to 
treat people in her unhappy ſituation.” 
The woman ſhook her head, as if afraid 
he had brought another Mrs. Burton. 
We went into the hall, which 1s, indeed, 
too large for the houſe. It is decorated 
with ſtags heads, hunting-horns, and other 


emblems of the chace. I ſuppoſe, it's for- 
mer owners were hunting ſquites. 

Captain Maurice ſhewed us the par- 
lours, and a large ſtore-room. He then 
led us up ſtairs. Over the hall and the 
ſtore-room were three good- ſized rooms, 
two bed-chambers, and a dreſſing- room. 
There was a gallery the whole length, at 
the end of the library, which has been 
qften mentioned ; and a chamber on each 
fide of it. 

I was ſtruck with the ſight of a new 
door on the outfide of the door-caſe. I 


looked at Maurice, and he changed colour. 
| That 


SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 167 


ee That is the door,” ſaid he, © that 


leads to the chamber ——” 

« T underſtand you, Sir.“ 

« No, not quite,” ſaid he. While 
Mrs. Burton was here, I made them bring 
all Iſabella's cloaths, linen, and every 
thing, out of this room. I took away the 
bedding, and every thing likely to be of 
uſe to her. I then cauſed a new outſide 
door to be put up; and, inſtead of a lock, 
it is ſcrewed into the door-caſe, ſo that 
it cannot eaſily be opened. Now, that 
it is wholly ſhut up, there is an end to 
all the fooliſh talking that I have told 
you of,” 


e In my opinion, Sir, it was likely to be 


the more talked of.” 


« TI do not find it ſo, Madam. I am 
convinced that room was the cauſe of Iſa- 
bella's loſing her reaſon ; and it had liked 
to have turned all the heads in the family. 

H 2 It 
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It ſhall never be opened again, while [ 


| have any power in this houſe.” 


I faid no more; and he ſeemed glad to 


get away from the ſubject. We returned 


into the gallery, and he tapt at the door of 
the dreſſing· room. A woman opened it. 
* Suſan,” ſaid he, “ how is your 


miſtreſs?” 


* Much the ſame, Sir. She is frightened 
now, at your knocking.” 

© 1 have brought a lady to viſit her, 
who underſtands her caſe.— Here, Madam, 
I leave you. Charlotte and I will go down 
ſtairs.” | 


I followed Suſan into the room. There 


ſat the poor lady in a great chair; her face 
reclined againſt the ſide of it. She had on 


a white looſe morning gown, tied round 


her waiſt; and a rofary by her ſide. She 


was the wreck of beauty; pale and ema- 


ciated, but finely made; and, thus ſimply 
dreſſed, ſhe looked like a perſon of ſu- 


perior 
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perior degree and conſequence. At my 
appearance, ſhe ſtarted, and threw her 
handkerchief over her face, as wiſhing to 
hide herſelf from every body. 7 

Suſan went and bawled in her ear, as if 
ſhe was deaf—** My maſter ha' brought 
a lady to viſit yow, and he pray * to be- 
have kindly to her.” 

She threw back her hand, as if to ſorbid 
my approach, I felt an aukwardneſs about 
me, as if intruding myſelf upon her. She 
would not deign to look upon me, but fat 
in all the filent majeſty of woe. 

I fat down near her, and ſpoke to her in 
the ſofteſt tone of voice My dear lady, 
I am not come hither out of impertinent 


curioſity, but to try whether I can be of 
any ſervice to you. I ſhall not ſtay, if you 
forbid me. But ſee me, and know me, 
before you reject my ſervices.” . 
She waved her hand for me to leave her. 


* I know, and pity your misfortunes, 
H 3 Madam. 
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Madam. I, too, have ſuffered; and, being 


a child of Sorrow myſelf, I can ſympathize 


with you; and, perhaps, may be enabled 
to be your comforter.” 
She clapped her hands together, and 


ſeemed to pray mentally. 


I went on—* I am not come to aſſume 
any authority over you, but to ſee that 
every one does their duty to you. Deign, 
Madam, to look at me; and accept my 
intentions, though you ſhould refuſe my 
perfonal attendance on you.” 

She ſighed deeply, and again waved her 
hand to me, 

ce Cannot you perſuade the lady to look 
at me, and hear me?” ſaid I. 

Suſan ſpoke to her in a vulgar and ca- 
joling manner. She called her, her pretty 
dear, and behaved with a diſguſting fa- 
miliarity. 

She ſtamped with her foot, and pointed 


to the door. 
I ſaid 


p 
7 
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1 faid—* I will withdraw for the pre- 
ſent; and, when your lady is diſpoſed to ſee 
me, I will wait on her. 


« Conſider, my dear lady, that you want 
a friend and companion; and do not drive 
away from you the perſon who comes only 
to aſſiſt you.“ 

So ſaying, I left the room, and went 
down ſtairs to Maurice and his Charlotte, 
where I told him all that had paſſed, 

After dinner, I made a ſecond attempt 


to gain her attention; but with no better 


| ſucceſs. I left her in the evening, and 


walked in the garden till it grew duſkiſh. 
There was a long terraſs-walk, from 
whence you deſcended to the garden, which 
was all upon a declivity ; and, at the bot- 
tom, a piece of water. It was ſurrounded 
by a good wall, with fruit-trees planted 
againſt it, The ground was divided into 
four quarters, bounded with eſpaliers; and, 
within, full of herbs and roots, for the uſe 


H 4 of 
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of the family. On the oppoſite ſide, the 
_ ground roſe; and there was, on all ſides, an 
agreeable proſpect, and great capabilities of 
improvement. 

Captain Mavrice went to his farm- 
houſe, for he had not ſlept at the manſion 
fince he reſolved to give up Ifabella. 


Charlotte and I ſlept together in a room 
out of the gallery, and we reſted com- 
fortably in our new lodging. 


As ſoon as I was dreſſed the next 
morning, I defired to ſpeak with Suſan, 
and enquired whether her miſtreſs was | 
willing to ſee me. 


She told me, that Madam had not forgot 
my viſit ; that ſhe aſked, whether I was not 
Mrs. Burton in diſguiſe. Suſan told her, 
that I was quite another perſon. To 


« I thought,” ſaid ſhe, *©* that the voice 
was not like Mrs. Burton's ; but ſhe might 
alter that, you know,” 


(0 The 
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« The only way to know that, was to 
look at her,” ſaid Suſan. 

She ſaid, ſhe was afraid I ſhould get her 
into my power ; but, if I ſhould call again, 
ſhe would look at me. 

bade Suſan tell her, I was come again, 
and deſired ſhe would fee me. 

In a quarter of an hour, Suſan came to 
conduct me to her. I went with more 
courage, and pleaſed that ſhe recol- 
lected me. 

When I entered the room, ſhe was fitting 
in her chair, as before. She held her hand 
partly over her eyes, as if the light was 
painful to her; and looked earneſtly at 
me. I curtſied to her, wiſhed her a good 
morning, and hoped ſhe was better to-day. 
She was ſilent. 

Suſan ſaid—©« My dear creature, why 
don't you ſpeak to the lady ?—Pray, do, my 
dear.” 

« I think you treat the lady in too fami- 

H 5 | liar 
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liar a manner,” ſaid I: « as your miſtreſs, 
you ought to ſhew her more reſpect.“ 

*« Reſpect !—Lord help us! I have all 
the reſpe& in the world for her! I loves 
her, and pities her; and I humours her 
like a child.“ 

« So I think, Sufan : but ſhe requires to 
be humoured as a woman, and as a lady 
very much your ſuperior, notwithſtanding 
her unfortunate ſituation.” 

te Lack-a-day! I don't mean any dif- 
reſpect, not I.” 

« I dare fay, not. I have heard that you 
have been very faithful to her, and I think 
very well of you : but till I wiſh you to 
pay her a little more reſpect ; for, I think, 
ſhe would like you the better,” 

I took a chair cloſe to her. I took 
her hand in mine. She gazed at me till 
ſhe abaſhed me. I ſpoke to her again, and 
aſked her, whether ſhe ſaw any thing in my 


face that diſpleaſed her ? 
. She 
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She ſpoke—** No, I think you are not 
Mrs. Burton, nor yet Mr. Maurice; but, 
| who are you, Madam?” 

« My name is Frances Darnford; and I 
wiſh to be called your friend. I am come 
to viſit you, and to comfort you.” 

e Who ſent you, pray?“ 

&« T heard of your ill health, Madam: 
and I hoped it might be in my power to 

aſſiſt you; and, perhaps, to make you 
well.” e 

© No, never; never more ſhall I be 
well!” She ſighed deeply. | 

«© Do not deſpair of it. Sometimes, 
Heaven permits a heavy cloud to paſs over 


us; but, if we remain patiently, and truſt 
in God, we ſhall, in time, recover the day- 
light again.“ 

© That is very pretty; I like it. Are 
you a Chriſtian?” 

* I hope ſo, my dear lady; I gndeavour 
to be ſo.“ 

H 6 « I am 
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] am glad to hear it. I have not been 
among Chriſtians a great while.” 

« Lord ha' mercy!” faid Suſan, how 
can you ſay fo? We be all Chriſtians 
here.” 

« We will ſpeak farther on this ſubject 
another time.— Will you, Madam, permit 
me to breakfaſt with you ?” 

« T have nothing to give you,” ſaid the 
poor lady; © I have none for myſelf !” 

« You may have what you pleaſe,” ſaid 
Suſan: © you need only tell me what you 


pleaſe to have. 
« No, I have none—I want none—1 


have left off eating—it_ don't agree with 
me.” | 

« Ah, but you can eat a ſly bit in a cor- 
ner, ſometimes,” ſaid Suſan. 

« You are very indiſcreet to ſay fo, 
You ſhould not ſpeak of theſe things be- 
fore her——Will you order the breakfaſt 
to be brought into this room—And will 

| | you, 
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you, Madam, permit me to make tea 
here? 

« If you pleaſe, Madam. It was very 
good of you to bring ſome with you: 
there was none in the houſe,” 

1 humoured this thought, and begged 
her to partake of it. 

The tea-equipage was brought, and I 
made tea. I deſired Suſan to tell the young 
lady, to wait till the gentleman came, and 
to breakfaſt with him. 


I told the lady, that I had a young per- 


ſon under my care with me; but, as ſhe 
was averſe to company, I had left her 
below-ſtairs. She bowed to me. I in- 
treated her to partake of the breakfaſt, - 
She would not eat; but ſhe drank a cup of 
tea, and thanked me for it. 

I told her, if ſhe would invite me, I 
would ſtay and dine with her. She wiſhed 
ſhe had any thing to give me; but ſaid, 


there was nothing in the houſe but poverty 
and 
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and miſery, I anſwered for the dinner; 
but ſhe cared not to ſpeak of it. 

When the breakfaſt-things were taken 
away, I offered to ſtay with her, till her ſer. 
vant had taken her's, and deſired ſhe would 
come then and relieve me. I tried to en- 
gage her in converſation; but ſhe anſwered 


me only Yes, and No. 


I kept ſilence ſome time. She looked 
at me— ? 

4 Pray, talk again; I like to hear you.“ 

te I accept the omen!” ſaid I: it gives 
me hopes, that you will often hear me 
with pleaſure.” | 

I talked away; and ſhe liſtened atten- 


tively, but ſaid little. 


When Suſan returned, I took my leave, 
ſaying, I would wait on her at dinner. 
She ſhook her head, but ſeemed not diſ- 
pleaſed with my viſit. 

I retired to my room, and. conſidered 
with myſelf, whether I ſhould give hopes 
£0 
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to Maurice of her recovery. It was not 
impoſſible that he might reſume his former 
deſigns upon her. I reſolved to be very 
cautious of what I ſaid to him upon the 
ſubject. 

When I ſaw him, I told him, that the 
lady had endured me in her fight; and I 
did not deſpair of one day rivalling Suſan 
in her favour. He aſked, what I thought 
of her; and whether he might encourage 
any hopes of her recovery ? het 

I faid, it was impoſſible to form any 
judgment upon ſo ſhort a knowledge of 
her, but that I perceived ſhe was ſenſible 
of both good and ill treatment; that ſhe 
{till feared Mrs. Burton, and dreaded her 
return. 

I enquired, where was his ſervant, 
John Roberts? He ſaid, he had ſent him 
to Harwich, and ordered him to wait for 
him there, 


I walked over the grounds with him 
and 
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and Charlotte, and returned to dinner, I 
told him my intention of eating in Iſa- 
bella's room, in order to excite her to par- 
take with me; and he thanked me for the 
thought. 
I tried to perſuade her to eat, but ſhe 
refuſed me. After I had dined, I ſopped 
a piece of bread in a glaſs of wine and 
water, and gave her a few pieces thus 
moiſtened; ſhe ſwallowed them, and drank 
the liquor. Soon after, ſhe laid her hand 
upon her heart, and ſeemed cheered by it. 
I fat with her till Suſan had dined, 
and came back to her. Then J left her, 
and I ſaw her no more that day. I wanted 
to ſee whether my company was wiſhed for 
or not. The next day, Suſan told me ſhe 
had aſked, when that lady would come 
again. She feared ſhe had behaved rudely 
to me, and that 1 would come no more. 
This experiment anſwered to my 


wiſhes; and I reſolved to make another, 
| that 
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that would be likely to enable me to de- 
cide the queſtion, whether I ſhould take 
her under my care, or not. 

I ſent word, that I would wait on her 
to dinner, if agreeable. The anſwer was, 
ſhe ſhould be obliged, if I would HR" my 


dinner with me. 


I went, when the dinner was ready, 
with the hopes that ſhe would expect me 
ſome time, She 'did ſo; and was uneaſy 
that I came no ſooner, 

She roſe to meet me, and I embraced 
her. She opened her eyes wider than I 
had ſeen them, for they were commonly 
half-cloſed. She looked pleaſed at my 
coming, and I ſeemed rejoiced to fee her, 
Dinner was ſerved vp. 1 aſked no queſ- 
tions, whether ſhe would eat, but fed her 
from my own plate: ſhe ate ſeveral morſels 
of meat thus, and I gave her ſopped bread 
as before, | 

As ſoon as the dinner-things were re- 

moved, 
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moved, and Suſan was gone down ſtairs, I 
tried my ſecond experiment. 

I drew my chair cloſe to hers,” took her 
hand in mine, and ſpoke to her in Italian. 


I aſked her to accept my friendſhip, and 
5 give me her's in return, which J intended 


to deſerve of her. 

She was ſurprized, and gratified. Her 
heart heaved with fighs, She leaned her 
head upon my ſhoulder, and burſt into a 
paſſion of tears; the happy proof that I 
hoped to receive of her ſenſibility, and of 
the probability of her recovery. She ſhed 
torrents of tears, that relieved her over- 
burthened heart; mine accompanied them, 
and mixed with them, as they flowed into 
her lap, | 

After they were abated, I ſpoke. I ſaid 
all that I could think of, to comfort and 
compoſe her mind. She ſaw me weep with 
her, and looked at me with tenderneſs and 


gratitude, 
When 
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When ſhe was ſomewhat compoſed, I 

aſked her, whether ſhe ſhould like that I 
ſhould come and {tay ſome time with her, 
and be her companion and friend? 
She ſaid “ Oh, yes, yes, yes!” it would 
be the greateſt conſolation this world could 
give her“ but, if Maurice ſhould know 
it, he would take you away from me.“ 

I ſeized the opportunity of telling her, 

that Maurice was ſoon going abroad, and 
that I would come to her when he was 
gone. 
She liſtened to me attentively, and was 
pleaſed with the intelligence I gave her. 
Suſan returned, and was ſurprized to hear 
us talk in a langvage ſhe could not un- 
derſtand. | 

When I offered to leave her, ſhe be- 
ſought me to ſtay, and never leave her 
again, I told her, that I muſt return home 
to my friends, and ſettle my affairs; but 1 
would certainly return to her, after ſome 

time 
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time—That I ſhould ſee her every day 
while I ſtaid in the village, and that I was 
not going immediately. She was very un- 


willing to part with me. I told her, I muſt 
leave her then, but would ſee her again on 


the morrow, 


She defired me to come fooner than to- 
day, and I promiſed to do fo. 


When I returned to Maurice, I told 
him that I had ſpoken to Iſabella in Italian, 
and that ſhe was reconciled to my com- 
pany, and was not unwilling that I ſhould 
come and ſtay with her. 


He took occaſion to urge me to promiſe 
him to accept the charge of her. I ſaid, 
if I ſaw nothing worſe than I had ſeen, 1 
would, and that ſhe was the moſt patient 


ſufferer that I ever knew. 


He ſaid, ſhe was impatient enough when- 
ever ſhe was oppoſed. I obſerved, that 


proved the neceſſity of indulgence to her, 
| and 
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and that I ſhould uſe no other method. 


He thanked me for my compliance. 
Iſabella grew every day fonder of my 
company. I promiſed her, that I would 
come and ſtay with her, upon condition 
that ſhe would oblige me, in complying 
with what I deſiced, in regard to eating, 
and doing what was good for ber health. 
She promiſed to do all that I ſhould require 


of her. 

I ordered Suſan to bring her, every 
morning, half a pint of milk, warm from 
the cow, and put a tea-cup of hot water 


into it; and, if ſhe did not chuſe to 
take it immediately, to leave it in-her 


room till ſhe did. I ſaw her take it ſeveral 


mornings, and begged her to continue it. 
I introduced Charlotte to her, and de- 

fired her to pay her great attention, and 

endeayour to make herſelf agreeable to her. 


She ſuppoſed her to be my daughter; but 
I aſſured her, ſhe was only my ward. I 
aſked 


186 school. FOR WIDOWS, 


aſked her permiſſion to bring Charlotte 
with me when J ſhould come again. 

She ſaid—* Any friend of yours will be 
welcome; but you muſt bring your own 
proviſions.“ ; 
. I undertook to provide for us and the 
- family, She thanked me for my goodneſs. 
« Pray, tell me your name?“ 

I did ſo. | 
« Pray write it down, for 1 have no 
memory.“ 

I aſked, if ſhe had not a pocket - book? 

She did not know. 

Suſan found it, and I wrote my name in 
a leaf of it. 

She was pleaſed with it, and read it over 
and over— “ F rances—Franciſca—Fran- 
ceſina. Shall I call you Donna Franceſina ?” 
Call me what you pleaſe, ſo you add 
the name of friend to it.“ 

«& II caro Amica Donna Franceſina!“ 


Darnford ſhe made a ſtrange word of; but 
] was 
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I was glad to ſee her amuſe herſelf with 
any thing. 

I wrote down the name of Charlotte 
Brady, and deſired her to remember that 
alſo; and Charlotte begged her, very pret- 
tily, to do her name the honour to remem- 
ber it. 

In ſhort, we amuſed her with ſuch trifles, 
and took off her attention to her own me- 
lancholy thoughts, and the recollections of 
the cauſes of her ſorrows. 


Captain Maurice brought his tenants, j 
Mr. and Mrs. Ringroſe, to pay their re- 5 


ſpects to me, one afternoon. He had told bit 


them every thing that could prepoſſeſs them | | ; 
in my favour, and alſo his deſign of going | fl 
abroad, and leaving Iſabella in my care. | || 
He defired Mr. Ringroſe to overlook 14 
Richard Cob, and ſee that he did his duty 1 1 


during his abſence. Before them, he gave 


me the power to diſmiſs all, or any of the 19 


ſervants, 1 
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| ſervants, whom I ſhould diſapprove; and 
he repeated it to all the ſervants, 

Mr. Ringroſe promiſed to do me every 
ſervice in his power—and his wife ſaid, ſhe 
hoped I would neighbour with her; for 
that Don Antonio, and his lady (now Mrs, 
Maurice) were too proud to take any notice 
of them, and they thought it too great an 
honour for her to ſit at the ſame table with 
them. 

Maurice ſaid—“ That is paſt; let us 
ſay no more of it. Mrs. Darnford will, I 
am ſure, acknowledge and return your 
good offices. 

I affured them, that I ſhould be glad to 
have ſuch good neighbours, and promiſed 
to return their viſit before I went home. 

They drank tea, and poor Iſabella ſent 
Suſan ſeveral times to ſee what was become 
of me. She was told I was gone out on a 
viſit, and would come to her in the even- 
ing. After they were gone, I ſat with her 

till 
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till ſupper- time; and then came down to 
Maurice and Charlotte. He went away at 
ten o'clock, and we went to our reſt. | 

I returned the viſit to the farm-houſe in 


the morning. Maurice ſhewed me his 


apartment, which is indeed a very good 


one. He conſulte@ me about letting it. 
I adviſed him to keep it in reſerve, for he 
might one day wiſh to return to it; and, 
| beſide, there might be diſagreeable inmates 
to the family and, upon the whole, it was 
better to leave it in the care of Mrs. Ring- 
roſe. She was pleaſed with what I ſaid; 
and it was ſettled accordingly. 


We ſtaid twelve days at the manſion- 
houſe z and I had every reaſon to hope that 


my undertaking would be crowned with 
ſucceſs. 


Iſabella was very loth to part with me; 
bur I told her it muſt be ſo. But I pur- 


poſed to return in a month; and Cefired 
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her to keep an account of the days, that 


ſhe might obſerve my punctuality. 

Mr. Maurice earneſtly. begged that he 
might ſee Iſabella once more, before he 
took an eternal leave of her. I was averſe 


ce If ſhe ſees you with me, I ſhall loſe. 


all the ground. have gained; and, if you 


go alone, ſhe will think I have told her 


nothing but untruths.“ 


Cannot 1. fee her while ſhe ſleeps? I 
would not diſturb her for the world.” 

He ordered Suſan to tell him when ſhe 
was aſleep. He put on a long black cloak 
of mine, and Suſan's bonnet upon his head. 
Suſan went ſoftly into the room I was in 
the gallery. He put his head into the 
room: he claſped his hands together, and 


| gazed at her in filence. He ſighed and 


groaned inwardly. He ſtood till ſhe ſtarted, 
and then came away, and Suſan ſhut the 


door. I perſuaded him to go down ſtairs ; 
| | and 
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and he ſaw her no more. He lamented the b 
alterations in her perſon and intellects, and Fl 
kept his reſolution with unſhaken ſteadi- [ 
nels. 

The next morning we returned to N 
and from thence went home to W——, 
where I ſtaid a month. 

You know all that paſſed between Mrs. 
Martin and her family and. myſelf. 

Maurice ſent me two writings, properly 
ſigned and executed. The firlt was a leaſe. 
of three years of the manſion, and the 
ground adjoining: the other was a power 
of attorney to receive his rents, and the. 


intereſt of his money in the funds, during 


Charlotte's minority. 
Theſe points being ſettled, I returned to 


the manſion-houſe; and arrived there on 


the day that my appointed month ex- . 
pired. I carried with me Charlotte Brady, . 
and Patty Martin, as my companions and #1 
aſſociates, with whom I hoped to form a; . 
en 12 pleaſant 
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pleaſant and chearful ſociety, and that 
Donna Iſabella would make the fourth in 
due time, 

The lady gave me a joyful reception; 
but it ſuffered ſome abatement on account 
of my two companions. I told her ſhe 
would find them very amiable and good 
girls, and they would amuſe and entertain 
her: that they were likewiſe very ingeni- 
ous, and would ſhew her many curious 
works. By degrees, ſhe was reconciled to 
them; but. ſhe was rather jealous that 1 
ſhould love them better than herſelf, and 
deprive her of my company, and beſtow it 
upon them. 

My firſt act of power was to diſcharge 
the ſupernumerary ſervant, hired to aſſiſt 

Suſan; my ſecond, to throw her to her 
proper diſtance, and reduce her to her 
proper ſtation, that of an houſe-maid. 


Myſelf and my young people took her 


** about Madame di Soranzo. Our 
buſineſs 
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buſineſs and exerciſes became her amuſe- 
ment: we ſhewed her how to nett, to knot, 
and to weave laces and bobbin. She had 
never ben uſed to do any kind of work; 
but theſe were ſo like play, that ſhe was 
perſuaded to try her hand at them. 
found Cob and his wife honeſt, ſenſi- 
ble, and diſcreet perſons; and I put confi- 
dence in them. I regulated the houſhold, 
and put every thing into an eaſy method ; 
ſo that every ſervant might do their work 
with eaſe, and yet have time for them- 
ſelves, 
Our manner of life was this: At ſeven 
o'clock in the morning, our half-pint of 
milk and water was brought to Donna 
Iſabella and myſelf—we both found it of 
great benefit to us. At nine, we break; 
faſted in the dreſſing· room; and afterwards 
purſued our works and our leſſons till 
twelve, I then walked with the two girls 
till half after one; when we returned home, 
I 3 and 
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and dreſſed before dinner: for I uſed them 
to make ſome alterations, that they might 
not grow careleſs and ſlatternly. We dined 
at two, or a quarter after: at firſt, we ate 
in the dreſſing- room, but afterwards in the 
parlour. | 
Iſabella was ſometimes capricious and 
fanciful : we then ſuffered her to dine alone 
in the dreſſing- room; and we left her with 
Suſan, But ſhe was too ſenſible of the 
value of our company to let us ſtay away 
from her: ſhe ſoon recollected herſelf; and, 
ſometimes, would apologize for her beha- 


-viour./ rw 910 76 11 
By degrees, I perſuaded her to walk a 
little; for ſhe had uſed herſelf to fit alto- 
gether, which had almoſt diſabled her. 
Ihe told me, tbat Mrs. Burton would not 
let her go out of her own apartment; and 
that Maurice defired her to ſtay there. 1 
eaſily conceived the reaſon of this prohi- 
bition—while they were cleaning her for- 
mer 
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mer room, and putting up the new door 
but I thought it was now time that ſhe 
ſhould uſe her legs, and that her health 
ſhould be promoted by exerciſe. | 

We- perſuaded her to walk in the gal- 
lery : ſometimes ſhe leaned upon me; at 


others, upon Patty; and Charlotte deſiced 
ſhe might not have her offers of ſervice 


refuſed, 
I ſhut the door'i into the library, and left 
it to her to make the diſcovery of the alter- 
ations there. She often looked at the door, 
ſtopped, and ſighed : at length, ſhe faid— 
« Will you allow me, Madam, to open that 
door?” | 

<« Certainly, Madam. I would not offer 
to reſtrain you in any thing but what was 
likely to be hurtful to you.” 

She opened the door, and looked in, She 
ſtarted at ſeeing the new door, © Santa 
Maria! what do I ſee! Is there no admit- 


tance into that chamber i "ai 
I z cc No, 
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« No, Madam. Captain Maurice or. 
dered that room to be cleared of all it's 
furniture; and then, ſhut it up, as you 
ſe,” 4 20 l. 

She kneeled down at the door, and 
prayed. She chanted, after the manner of 
the cathedral ſervice . Saint Antonio, 
Ora pro nobis! Santa Catherina, Ora pro 
nobis!“ 

« Come, my dear lady, this room is not 
good for you. Others, beſide Mr. Maurice, 

think that chamber did you harm: you in- 
dulged fancies there that ruined your peace 
and comfort. Now that you are getting 
better, you will liſten to advice; and, when 
your reaſon gets it's full ſtrength, you will 
be convinced that it was a kind action to 
take you away from it.“ 
She wept, and trembled. * Oh, that 
room ! the ſcene of all my joys and all my 
forrows ! I cannot ſee it without emotion 


Muſt I never enter that room again?“ 
6c No, 
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c No, I hope not,” ſaid I: © but you 
ſhall uſe yourſelf to ſee that door, till you 
think no more of it than of any other; for 
you ought not to be a priſoner in your own 
houſe any longer. Let us go back to your 
drefling-room; and you ſhall come here 
apain another day.” | | 


She leaned upon me, and we returned 
back again. She wept, but her mind was 
relieved by it. We talked on various ſub- 
jets; and ſhe ſoon recovered | her uſual 
compoſure. 

After this, ſhe viſited the library” every 
day; and, by degrees, was familiarized to 
it: but always ſaid a prayer, or ſung her 
« Ora pro nobis!“ n he returned to Fan 
own apartment, Hows | 4 4 
"Her appetite returned. 1 never urged, 
her to eat more than, ſhe, choſe; Nature 
requires but little food. Moſt of our diſ- 
orders ariſe from repletion. I gave her 
15 only 
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only ſimple and plain dreſſed meats, with 


4-Prepprrientol vegetables; n left the 
reſt to nature 
„Iſabella bad a a out of hs. bed- 
chamber, Where ſhe uſed to pray ſeveral 
times in a day. I would. now and then 
throw out a hint, that we all worſhipped 
the lame; God, and acknowledged the ſame 
Nane nod. Reer. Ar ne grew bet- 
ter the yas more. ſenſible of the difference 
between our. mode of worſhip and her own. 
I inſiſted upon it, that we were Chriſtians; 
and that ſhe ought to allow us to be ſo, as 
we allowed her to be one. dt, 

1 ſaid, that the Chriſtian church was = 
vided i into matiy t branches, yet all ſpringing 
from the ſame tree; namely, the Goſpel— 
that every nation had it's own church, and 
had a right to it's own form of worſhip. 


That way in which a man thought he could 


beſt ſerve 'God, and ſecure his own fat- 
vation, that was the beſt to him. God 
1149 g 4 is 
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is the Father of all his creatures, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. As 
ſuch, I adore, love, and obey him; but I 
could not love him truly, if I thought he 
was the Father of only one ſmall part, or 
one ſociety only, and the Step- father of all 
the reſt. I believe my national church to 
be a good and a ſafe one; but I do not be- 
lieve it the only one in which I may obtain 
ſalvation. Compare my opinion with your 
own; and remark which has the moſt cha- 
rity. and benevolence, and which is the 
neareſt to the charity of the Goſpel, and 
the Spirit of it's Divine Author; who de- 
clared—** By this ſhall all men know that 
you are my diſciples, if ye have love one ta- 
e e he nh 
We ſpeak very well, ” ſaid [abella; 
ec but am not convinced by what you 
ſay. 1 do not think every one has a right 
to chuſe his own religion, but that all 
thould conform to the Mother Church. 


ge 16 How- 


* 
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How can you be Chriſtians, that pay no 
honour to the Mother of our Lord, nor to 
any of the Saints?“ | 

J anſwered this, by adverting to our 
Lord's treatment of his Mother: a circum- 
ſtance that one of our moſt celebrated di- 
vines attributes to his foreknowledge of the 
abuſes of the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, 
and that ſhe would one day become the 
object of idolatrous worſhip. © Ir is from 
himſelf that we muſt learn every circum- 
ſtance concerning her; and, from him, how 
far ſhe is to be reſpected, but not worſhip- 
ped. Who is my mother, and who are my 
brethren? Bebold, he who doeth the will of 
my Father in heaven, the Jame is my brother, 
and ſiſter, and mother. a 

She was offended. She afked how I 

knew that our Saviour faid ſo? 1 told her, 

we had free recourſe to the Scriptures; and 
they were in the hands of every one that 


could read. 


She 
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She doubted the tranſlation. I told her, 
that the many ſes into which Chriftianity 
was divided, were conſtantly watching each 
other, which prevented the . and 
interpolations of any. | 
J aſked whether ſhe had now any peel 
to attend her? She was uneaſy, at times, 
that ſhe had not; but believed that Mau» 
rice had forbidden the perſon that uſed to 
viſit her: which I thought very likely, 
though he ſaid nothing to me upon the 
ſubject. 7 — 


Thus I laboured to enlarge her charity, 
and to make her think favourably of Chriſ- 
tians of all denominations, without trying 
to make her diſſatisfied with her oun 
church. I acknowledged the Pope' $ ſu- 
premacy in Italy ; but would not allow it 
to reach any farther. I told her,. that a 
great man of our country had ſaid, that 
Providence made the Italians Catholics, and 

the 
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the Dutch Proteſtants, on the benefit and 
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convenience of both. 

os Every evening, before we went to ſupper, 
1 called the family together, and read the 
evening prayers of the Church; concluding 
with a prayer of the excellent Biſhop 
Hoadly: and ſometimes gave them a brief 
exhortation on the greater and leſſer duties 
of all thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians, 

| Tabella did not, at firſt, give us her com- 
pany: it was near the expiration of the firſt 
year before I carried this point with her. 
But it gave me inexpreſſible ſatisfaction 
when ſhe did join with us; and ſhe now 
never miſſes it. She confeſſes that ſhe has 
found great comfort to. her own heart in 
performing this duty. f 

At the end of the firſt year, f ee 

W. > according to my promiſe. I ſtaid 
a month with Mrs. Martin; ſettled all her 
Fun ; Hp wy friends i in 3 that neighbour- 
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hood; and then returned to Donna Iſabella, 
who was very impatient of my abſence. 


I wrote to Captain Maurice from time to 
time; and gave him an account of Iſabella's 
gradual amendment, and the proſpect of 
her perfect recovery, in conſequence of a 
mild and gentle treatment, and proper at- 
tention to her bodily health. His anſwers 
expreſſed his pleaſure in hearing ſuch good 
tidings; and his gratitude to Mrs. Darn- 
ford, for her care of the two perſons moſt 
dear to him of any in the world. He in- 
formed me, that he was engaged in a mer- 
cantile ſociety, and was going a voyage to 
the Weſt Indies. | at 

I wrote alſo to my worthy friend, Coun- 
ſellor M—— ; and acquainted him with 


my preſent ſituation, and my ſucceſs in it, 


which gave him great ſatisfaction. 
In the ſecond year of my reſidence here, I 


loſt that dear, that ineſtimable friend, whoſe 
generoſity extended beyond his life. He left 
me 
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me five hundred pounds: a noble legacy, 
which ſecured me a competency for life. 


Mrs. Langſton gave me an invitation to 
her houſe; but I excuſed myſelf, and gave 
a power of attorney to a clerk of my bene- 
factor, to receive my legacy, and employ 
it in the funds, and to receive and tranſmit 
my intereſt-money to me. 

Tſabella recovered, by degrees , her health 
and ſpirits ; and ſhe has often declared 


herſelf happier ſince I came hither than at 
any period of her life. 


When I thought her ſufficiently reco- 


vered, I aſked whether ſhe thought herſelf 
the wife of Captain Maurice? She ſaid, 
ſhe ſuppoſed that the marriage · ceremony 
had been performed, after our manner, 
while ſhe was in fits: but ſhe never could 
think herſelf his wife, unleſs it had been 
celebrated after the manner of the Church 


of Rome; and that could not be done 
without 


41422 
* 1 >, 
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without her conſent, which ſhe never would 
give as long as ſhe lived. 


I then ventured to diſcloſe the welcome 
ſecret, that ſhe was not married at all; and 
that ſhe was entirely her own miſtreſs, and 
that of this houſe, and the lands belonging 
to it. 

She ſcreamed for joy. She embraced 
me. Then recollecting herſelf.—“ Are you 
ſure of what you tell me??“ 


© Very certain of it.” 


© Yes—I believe it! You could not, 
would not, deceive me'—But how do you 
know it? Who told you ?” 


He who beſt knew—Mr, Maurice 
confeſſed it to me. Moved by a generous 


remorſe and repentance, he told me every 
thing that could give me full information 
of your caſe, and enable me to give you 
hope of future quiet. You may depend 
that he will never more perſecute you: he 

| leayes 


ad © 
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leaves you to enjoy your on comforts, and 
will never more diſturb your repoſe.” 
Then he is not ſo bad e 
thought him. 
I took up Maurice's cauſe, and ene 
for her pity and forgiveneſs; which, after 
ſome time, the allowed me to ſend him, in 
ber name. Way. F.ryng 40 wt 
When he jel - * voyage, | 
tranſmitted this welcome news; but con- 
ditionally, that he ſhould never more ap- 
proach her: otherwiſe, ſhe would declare 


to every body that ſhe was not married to 


him, and would expoſe him to the cenſure 


and contempt of the world. 
I fhewed Madame di Soranzo two books 


I had made in one of which 1 had ſet 
down all the money I had received on her 


account; in the other, all that I had ex- 
_ pended for her. I told her, I had hitherto 
been her faithful ſteward; but was ready 
to reſign my office whenever ſhe pleaſed, 
and 
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and to quit her houſe whenever ſhe thought 
ſhe had no farther need of me. 


She had hardly patience to hear me out. 
She changed colour: ſhe wept—*< Surely, 
you could not be ſo cruel to leave me! If 
you did, I ſhould relapſe into the miſerable 
ſtate in which you found me. Oh, my 
dear friend! you muſt: never, never leave 
me! You have been my comforter, phy- 
ſician, prieſt, companion, and counſellor— 
I can never forget my. obligations to you— 
I can never be happy without, you !” 

I am not going to leave you, unleſs 
you ſhould defire it.... 

* So far from it, it would be the greateſt 
misfortune that could befal me. Be ſtill 
my ſteward, my manager, my governeſs— 
All T have is yours; and J am yours to the 
end of my life!“ 

I affured her, that I had no thoughts of 
leaving her, unteſs upon ſome extraordinary 


occaſion, 
With 
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With her health, Madame di Soranzo 
has recovered her beauty; and ſhe is at this 
moment a molt intereſting perſon, equally 
capable of inſpiring love, and of conciliat- 
ing friendſhip, " 
8 My two pupils are amiable girls. Patty 
Martin is remarkably ingenious in all man- 
ner of needle-work. 1 had her taught to 
make gowns. We have modernized Donna 
Iſabella's wardrobe; and I have dreſſed her 
hair in a medium ſtyle, between faſhion and 
ſimplicity, but in a manner extremely be- 
coming to her form. . 
| When firſt I heard from the dear friend 
of my youth, I read your letters to Madame 
di Soranzo. She grew extremely jealous, 
left I ſhould leave her, and go to live with 
you. 1 told her, I would ſtate the caſe 
fairly; and I could truſt to your equity to 
decide in her behalf, though againſt your 
own wiſhes, 
And 
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And now, my dear friend, you ſee the 
bands that hold me; and I am ſure you 
will think that this lady has moſt need of 
my company and aſſiſtance. The two 
girls likewiſe depend upon me. Under 
theſe circumſtances, I have thought on a 
plan that will bring us together. In the 
name of Madame di Soranzo, I invite you 
to viſit us here, as ſoon as you can con- 
veniently. I propoſe to myſelf the greateſt 
pleaſure I can enjoy, in making, my per- 
ſonal acknowledgments for your generous 
and ſteady friendſhip. You muſt bring 
with you your daughter, and a ſervant to 
attend you here, for we have only the ho- 
neſt and vulgar Suſan Dobbins ; but I hope 
to get ſoon a more handy and ſuitable at- 
tendant. In your next, you mult fix the 
time for your journey. I will meet you 
at NV, and conduct you ſafely to 


5—. 


With 
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With the moſt ardent wiſh of embracing 
you ſhortly, 


I am, 


Your ever obliged and faithſul friend, 


— 


FRANCE DARN TORO. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 
MRS. STRICTLAND, TO MRS, DARNFORD. 


HANKS, many thanks, are due to 

my dear friend, for all her commu- 
nications, and her moſt kind invitation in 
the concluſion. 

Poor Iſabella ! her ſufferings have been 
great indeed! I have felt them for her 
moſt truly. Oh, that vile Maurice how 
can you excuſe him !—how can you vindi- 
cate him! I hate and deteſt him, and 
never can forgive him! And yet you have 
perſuaded the poor lady to pardon him, 
and to let him know it! When I come, 
I will reckon with you for all your ſu- 
perlati ves. 

I want to conſult you upon many ſub- 
jets; principally, on the education of my 
children, Shall I ſend my daughter to a 

good 


212 SCHOOL FOR WIDOWS. 


good ſchool, or ſhall I take-a governeſs 
into my houſe ? Shall I ſend my ſon to a 
public or a private ſchool, or ſhall I give 
him a tutor at home? I have a ſcheme of 
this kind in my head, which I ſhall lay be- 
fore you. 

I have had my boys with me lately; and 
they are juit reſtored to ſchool again. They 
are very much Improved ; but Henry 
Marney has the ſuperior talents. No mat- 
ter for that: if my boy 1s virtuous and 
amiable, I am fatisfied and thankful, 

What ſtrange, inconſiſtent creatures, we 
are! Woodlands, that was formerly my 
priſon, is now become pleaſant to me, [1 
can ſpend the ſummer months here very 
comfortably; but I mean to winter in 
ſome: large town or city. On this head [ 
| ſhall conſult you alſo; and you ſhall be 
my Apollo. Aa 

Mrs. Elton's eldeſt ſon is a very inge- 
nious young man: he is choſen a Fellow 

of 
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of his College. He means to offer himſelf 
as a governor to ſome young man of for- 
tune. He wiſhes to travel, and to inſtruct 
himſelf and his pupil at the ſame time. 
Whether travelling does moſt good, or 
harm, I am not competent to decide, Tell 


me your opinion of it. 


I have regulated my family very much 
to my ſatisfaction; and all my ſervants ac- 
quit themſelves well in their ſeveral ſta- 
tions—my worthy Gilſon and her fon at 
the head of them. 


Preſent my reſpects to Madame di So- 
'ranzo: tell her, I hope ſhe will admit me 
into the number of her friends. I am pre- 
paring to pay my acknowledgments, in 
perſon, for her kind invitation. I ſhall 
pay court to her good opinion; and ſhall 
do all I can to perſuade her to return my 
viſit at Woodlands. I ſhall open a plan 
of ſpending moſt part of our ſummer to- 


gether; -and, according to my ſucceſs with 
Vol. III. K you 
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you both, I ſhall make my viſit longer or 
ſhorter—Take notice of that. | 
On Monday next I fer out on my jour- 
ney. I hope to ſup with you at N on 
Tueſday night. 1 ſuppoſe you will come 
in your chaiſe-cart to meet me. I ſhall 
put Peggy and our luggage into your 
vehicle, and you ſhall ſtep into mine. On 
Wedneſday, I ſhall proceed with you to 
D——. Heaven ſend us all a happy meet- 
ing, and all the following bleſſings of 
friendſhip and ſelect ſociety! So prays, 


| Your ſincere and affectionate friend, 


"WOODLANDS 
July 3, 1780. RACHEL STRICTLAND. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 


MISS ELTON, TO MRS, STRICTLAND. 


' MADAM, 


T is cruel to interrupt your happineſs, 

in the ſociety of that dear friend, whoſe 
noble and amiable qualities you ſo truly 
love, and fo juſtly eſteem: but, as you 
have honoured me with the office of your 
almoner, and your ſubſtitute, with reſpect 
to your penſioners and paupers, it is in- 
cumbent on me to acquaint you with 
ſomething that has paſſ*d here, which has 


excited our expectations and our wiſhes, 


In your abſence, I have always called 


upon old Balderſon once a week, at leaſt, 


and deſired him to call on me as often. 
On Monday laſt, he came to me, with a 
letter in his hand; and he trembled as he 


K 2 gave 
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gave it me to read, and ſeemed much agi- 


tated, I ſend you here a copy of it— 


15 MR. SAMUEL BALD ERSON, 
& I $HOULD be glad to know, ſpeedily, 
| whether you are dead or alive; for Mr. 
Grant, your old friend, ſays, he has not 
heard from you a great while; and he ſays, 
beſide, that be has heard tidings of a friend 
of yours in India, and that there is ſome 
money for you in his hands. I write to 
you, at his deſire; and, as ſoon as we know 
that you are alive and well, you ſhall 
know farther particulars, 
« ] am your old neighbour and friend, 


SOUTHWARK, T: T 
2 Joun MourLiins. 


Mr. Balderſon had neglected writing to 
Mr. Grant, having given over all hopes of 
hearing from India, He had told him of 
- his happineſs in your protection, and that 
of his dear Henry Marney; and, after that, 

he 
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he wrote very ſeldom, having nothing 
farther to wiſh, or to hope, in this 
world. 

My father thought this letter of great 
conſequence; he offered to anſwer ir him- 
ſelf, He certified the writer, that Samuel 
Balderſon was alive and well, and very de- 
firous to be informed of the farther partt- 
culars as ſoon as poſſible; defiring him to 
addreſs his next letter to Balderſon, at the 
Parſonage. 


On the Friday we received the ſecond 
letter; which I copy— 


© MR. BALDERSON, 


% Wr have received an anſwer to our 
letter, from the Rev. Mr. Elton, rector of 
your pariſh, and are glad to hear you are 
alive and well; but it would have been 
more ſatisfaction to have had it under your 
own hand, 

„ You muſt know, that John M ullinꝰs 


1 ſon, 
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ſon, who was thought dead, is lately re- 
turned from India, with a great deal of 
money; and he ſays, that your ſon, James 
Balderſon, was alive and well when he 
came away from Madras ; and he ſent 
home a hundred pounds for you; and he 
ſaid, he had always ſent that ſum to you, 
every year, for a great many years paſt, 
He ſays, that Mr. James Balderſon is 
coming home ſoon, and wants very much 
to know the ſituation of his family, 

« I ſend you herewith a Bank-note for 
fifty pounds; and deſire you will acknow- 
ledge it directly, and with your own hand, 
if you are able, and then I will fend the 
remainder, 

„„ Take care of your health, and keep 
up your ſpirits, for you may expect to ſce 
your good ſon one of theſe days. So God 
bleſs you, and farewe] ! | 

* Your old and true friend, 


SOUTHWARK, 
July 27, 1780. 


c MICHAEL GRANT.” 
This 
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This Mr. Grant lives in the houſe for- 
merly inhabited by Balderſon, and he was 
charged with the care of all letters to him. 


The poor old man is overwhelmed with 


Joy, but mixed with doubts and fears. My 
dear father kindly ſupports him; he calls 
upon him for fortitude to bear proſperity, 
as firmly as he has done adverſity, and 
ſtrengthens his mind by religious cònſider- 
ations, We viſit him every day, and ſend 
him what we think is good for his health 
and ſpirits, 

« My father is of opinion, that Mr. 
James Balderſon is actually arrived, and 
takes this method to prepare his aged fa- 


ther to ſee him. If fo, you ſhall ſoon hear 


farther from, dear Madam, 
_ « Yours, faithfully, &c. 
«© ANNE ELTON,” 


T's -- ũ — 
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LETTER XVIII. 


| MISS ELTON, TO MRS. STRICTLAND. 


Auguſt I, 1780, 
Y dear father's penetration has been 


truly juſtified. I am, even now, 
hardly compoſed enough to tell my dear 
friend all that has happened : I will, how- 
ever, attempt it. 


Laſt Thurſday, old Balderſon dined with 


us: my father made him ſit down with us, 
though his modeſty would have declined 
it. In the afiernoon, a ſtranger knocked 
at the door. Does not your heart tell you, 
already, who this ſtranger was?—The tears 
guſh from my eyes; I cannot deſcribe the 
affecting interview. 

He aſked a few queſtions concerning 
Mr. Balderſon. The old man knew him; 
he fainted away in his ſon's arms. Never 


did 
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did I behold ſuch manly, ſuch affecting 


tenderneſs, as James Balderſon's! 

«© Oh, God! ſpare my father, that I may 
have ſomebody to live for!” 

He was in agonies, leſt the difcovery 
ſhould be too much for him; and we were 


in fear that he would not revive. 

My father fetched a bottle of choice 
Madeira wine, reſerved for great occaſions. 
He ſaid, in the words of the Wiſe Man 
&«& Give ſtrong wine to him who is ready ts 
faint; let him drink and forget his poverty, 
and remember his miſery no more.” He 
gave it him with a tea ſooon, with the 
utmoſt care, and. he revived by degrees. 

My father begged Mr. Balderſon to re- 
ſtrain his joy, and to appear compoſed, 

The old man gazed wildly on his 
ſon—he embraced him. The tears ran 
down the cheeks of them both, and ours 


accompanied them. 


The old man recovered his voice; and 
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his firſt words were ej aculations of grati- 
"tude to the Supreme Benefactor “ Praiſe 


be to God for all his mercies!—-O Lord, 
make me truly thankful for this bleſſing !— 


Now will I fay, like old Jacob to his be- 
loved Joſeph—< Now let me die, fer J 
bave ſeen thy face once again !” 

My father, in order to compoſe the 
minds of both, began a recapitulation of 
all that old Balderſon had ſuffered, till the 
time of his being received into the pro- 
tection of Mrs. Strictland. He enlarged 
upon her goodneſs to him, and to his be- 
loved Henry Marney. | 

While he. was relating many inſtances 
of this. lady's benevolence and bounty, 

Mr. James Balderſon kneeled down, and 
invoked Heaven to ſhower down it's 
bleſſings upon herſelf and children. 

He then aſked, where this excellent lady 
was to be found: he would go a journey as 
far as to India, to pay her his acknowledg- 

: ments, 


6 
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ments. My father deſired him to have 
patience, and remain where he was: that 
the time Mrs. Strictland had propoſed to 
be abſent was nearly expired, and that he 
might ſoon pay his reſpects to her at her 
own houſe; and he would anſwer, that 


ſhe would give him a hearty welcome, and 


a gracious reception, | 

My father would not let old Balderſon 
go home that night. His ſon ſat by his 
bed-ſide, and watched him with true and 
pious filial affection, The next day, he 
was perfectly recovered, His ſon went 
home with him, and he ſpends moſt of his 
time with him, though my father has got 
him a lodging in the village. 

And now, Madam, I am defired to re- 


mind you, that your propoſed time is 


nearly expired, and that your return is im- 
patiently wiſhed; and I am authorized to 1 
ſpeak my own wiſhes in thoſe of others. | 5 
Oh! but I have not told you, that Mr. tl 
K 6 James 7 
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James Balderſon is a fine, manly, ſenſible. 
looking man; tall, and well made; with 
an open aſpect, that ſpeaks courage, frank- 
neſs, and benevolence! His countenance 
is bronzed over, by a warm country; but 
his honeſt, generous, and affectionate mind, 
ſhines through it. | 

Accept, Madam, the compliments and 
regards of all thofe who bear the name of 
Elton; and I preſume to aſk you to preſent 


mine to all your friends at D 
In hopes that Woodlands will ſoon be 

illuminated by your preſence, (it 1s very 

dull without it) I am, deareſt Madam, 


Your faithful and obedient ſervant, 


: Anns ELTON. 


LETTER 
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LEFT ER: N. 
MRS. STRICTLAND, TO MRS. DARNFORD. 


HE voice of joy and gladneſs re- 
ſounds throughout this houſe, I 


have been obliged to liſten to raptures of 


praiſe and gratitude. I fear, leſt vanity 
ſhould induce me to take too much to my- 
ſelf; therefore I am retired to my own 
apartment, to offer the incenſe of praile and 
thankſgiving to that Power to whom it is 
due, and to thank him for enabling me to 
comfort and aſſiſt ſo many worthy hearts 
as are now under my roof. 

This duty paid, it is incumbent on me 
to pay my acknowledgments to my dear 
friends, Donna Iſabella, and Donna Fran- 
ceſina, for their kindneſs and hoſpitality to 
me and my daughter. My dear Rachel 
ſends her thanks to the ladies, and her love 

to 
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to Miſs Brady and Miſs Martin, and wiſhes 
to have them live with her always; for, 
ſure, Woodlands is big enough for us all. 
Pray obſerve and remember this, and make 
no ſcruple of coming—all of you. I can 
always make room enough for ſuch dear 
friends, 

Mr. James Balderſon is one of your gen- 
tlemen of God's making : he gives the lye 
to all exclufive pretenſions of birth and 
| fortune. He has the ſpirit of a prince, 
and would make me ſuch preſents as are 
only proper for thoſe of the higheſt degree 
to wear. He has obliged me to accept 
of ſome jewels of high value—one diamond, 
of a large ſize and I muſt have quarrelled 
with him, if I had returned them to him. 
'The man pays me a kind of homage that 
is little ſhort of adoration ! 


You muſt know, that his chief traffick 


þas been in jewels; and he has been en- 


| paged in journeys of much danger, be- 
_ tween 
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tween the ſettlement at Madras and the 
mines of Golconda. 

When his patron died, he left him one- 
third of his fortune, and the remainder to 
his relations in England. This honeſt 
factor tranſmitted accounts of every thing 
to them ; and employed a third perſon to 


divide the property, and to ſettle between 


them. He remitted all that was due to 


them, before he took meaſures to ſecure and 


remit his own property to England, 
He has detected the fraud and treachery 
of his brother-in-law, Stevens, who inter- 


cepted all his remitrances to his father, 


and ſuffered that worthy man to endure 


penury and want, while he was ſpending 


the money that would have procured him 
and his grandſon all the comforts and con- 
veniencies of life. He is little leſs angry 
with his ſiſter. He ſays, though ſhe had not 
the command of much money, ſhe could have 
relieved her own father in many reſpects ; 

and, 


* 
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and, at leaſt, ſhe might have given him 
pence and twopences, as others did, from no 
other motive than merely charity. © I re- 
nounce ſuch children and relations ! I will 
never more have any intercourſe with them !” 

He lamented the loſs of ſo many dear 
relations, whom he had hoped ſhould have 
ſhared his fortune; but, ſtill more pathe- 
_ tically, he deplored the fate of his adored 
Anna Marney. | 

You may remember the noble ſelf-denial 
of this generous I ver. If you do not, 
turn to my Letters, and to Blderſon's 
hiſtory of himſelf and family. © If I had 
known her ſituation,” ſaid he, I would 
have provided for the man ſhe loved ; and 
he fhould have been my friend and brother 
during my life.” 

By theſe traits, you may judge of the 
heart of this noble fellow, who deſerves all 


that fortune can beſtow on him. 


He was impatient to fee his nephew. I 
| ſent 
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ſent for both the boys, the day after I came 
home : for Jonathan would have thought 


me unkind to leave him at ſchool, while 
Henry came home; nor would I have loſt 
the pleaſure of my ſon's company. 

There was a freſh effuſion of gratitude 
on ſeeing his nephew dreſſed, educated, 
and treated, like my own ſon. He was 
charmed with the perſon and behaviour of 
the boy; and ſwore he ſhould be provided 
for, like the heir of the houſe of Marney. 


He is not much leſs fond of my ſon: he 
thanks him for his affection to his nephew, 


and hopes it will laſt all their lives. 
But you would be delighted with Henry 


Marney's behaviour to his grandfather, 
Though he ſees his uncle in a ſituation to 
provide for him nobly, and with a heart 
and will to do it, all his attentions are to 
the old man; he is even jealous, leſt he 
ſhould think he can love any body equal 
to himſelf. He ſtands cloſe to him; he 

throws 
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throws his arms round his neck—* How 
are you, my dear grandfather? Vou have 
not ſpoken to me a long time! Tell me, 
that you are well and happy.“ 

When his uncle was ſpeaking of his 
obligations to me, the boy ſaid— I am 
ſenſible of all I owe to this dear lady; and 
to you, my honoured uncle: but ſtill more 
than theſe are due to my grandfather—he 
bore me in his arms when I could not 
walk—he begged for me—he almoſt ſtarved 
himſelf for me!, Oh, that I may live to 
ſhew my gratitude to all my friends, but 
eſpecially to my grandfather!” 

© Dear, dear boy!“ ſaid the old man, 
cc how am I rewarded!” 

« You did more than all this, grand- 
father! You taught me to fear God, and 
to read his holy word, and to keep his com- 


mandments. It is from knowing theſe, 
that I am ſenſible of all my duties: firſt, to 
God; and, ſecondly, to my neighbour. All 
| other 
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other kinds of learning are as nothing, 
when compared to theſe!“ 


C God bleſs thee, and direct thee in his 


ways!“ ſaid old Balderſon; “ and make 
thee a bleſſing to others, as thou art to 
me!“ 

Theſe worthy creatures are here every 
day. I cannot forbid them I cannot limit 
them. Their viſits are the incenſe of gra- 


titude, and the emanations of ſincere af- 
fection. 


9 ames Balderſon is already laying plans 
for his nephew. Since this eſtate is gone 
for ever from the family of Marney, I wiſh 
to build a houſe for Henry in this neigh- 
bourhood. TI want to purchaſe ſome lands 
for this purpoſe. I wiſh him to be near 
you, Madam; and to be ſtill the friend and 
companion of your amiable and beloved 
ſon. How ſhall I do this, without your 

aſſiſtance ?*? - 
] anſwered—** Conſult Mr. Elton, and 
he 
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he will direct you bettet than I can do. I 
wiſh the dear boys to be always each other's 
firſt friend.” 

He wanted me to fell him my cottages, 
and the ground about them ; but I refuſed 
to part with them. T hey are conſecrated 
to the ſervice of the deſerving and the un- 
fortunate—they ſhall never be alienated 
from this purpoſe—I will ſecure them 
to it, 

The Eltons are with me every day. I 
am very much obliged to them for their 
good offices, during my abſence. 

How greatly preferable is this ſociety to 
that of the world at large! 

I am making alterations in my houſe. I 
have cleared out the old apartment on the 
firſt floor, had the tapeſtry taken down, and 
the old tattered velvet bed. The doors 
| are new-hung and liſted; and they no 
longer chatter of a windy night. The 
rooms are to be hung with a light paper: 


they 
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they are already new waſhed and painted, 
The picture of the croſs Old- Lady I have 
ſent up another flight of ſtairs; and ſhe is 
in a room on the ſecond ſtory, where they 
are nearly as good as the firſt, In one 
room, I have put up a light green morine 
bed; in another, two canopy beds, for 
ſingle perſons, of printed cottons. The 
middle one is to ſerve as a dreſſing- room to 
both. They are all to be new-furniſhed ; 
and I intend this apartment for you and 
your friends, Never fear crouding my 
family; for, as Rachel ſays, © Woodlands 


is big enough for us all.“ 


expect you next month. The autumn 
ſeaſon is the favourite one with me. I de- 
fire you not to defer your coming. I have 
hopes of procuring you a ſervant, ſuch as 
you wiſh for, to wait on Donna Iſabella 
and yourſelf ; therefore you need not bring 
Suſan Dobbins with you to Woodlands, 


The Eltons long to know and converſe 
with 
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with you. I mean to make your reſidence 
here ſo agreeable, that you ſhall have no 
wiſh to leave it in haſte, 

Suppoſe I ſhould aſk Mr. James Balder- 
ſon to build a houſe for you near us? You 
ſhall be his tenants, and my gueſts every 
day. 


I prattle out of ſeaſon; and I doat 


On mine own comforts.” 


You can allow for all my flights and 


SHAKESPEARE, 


| fancies. There is not a thought in my heart 
that I wiſh to conceal from you. For 


I am always your's truly, 


WooDLaNDSs, | | 
Auguſt 21, 1780. RACHEL STRICTLAND, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 


MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS. STRICTLAND: 


Share in all your joys and comforts, 

my dear friend! To be the miniſter 
of Heaven—to diſpenſe it's bleſſings all 
around us, 1s the greateſt honour a human 
creature can receive, You have a right to 
enjoy the ſweet reflections ariſing from 
theſe actions. It is thus they raiſe us to 
the view of eternal bliſs, far above all that 


the world can give or take away. 


I had written to Captain Maurice, upon 
his return from the Weſt Indies, acquaint- 
ing him with our preſent ſituation, and de- 
firing him to releaſe Donna Iſabella from 
all engagements to himſelf, by declaring, 
to all thoſe who ſuppoſe them married, 


that his marriage was not a legal one, 
and 
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and that they are both free to contract 
another engagement, in caſe they ſhould 
chuſe it. 

I have received his anſwer, ſince you 
left us. He is diſpleaſed with me for 
urging this point, . becauſe it will hurt his 
character in this neighbourhood, where he 
has avowed his marriage, To her, and to 
me, he freely owns the deception; but he 
wiſhes to conceal it from the world. He 
has no wiſh to contract any new engage- 
ment, but deſires to know, whether ſhe has 
any thoughts of that kind: he confeſſes, it 
would give him pain to ſee her the wife of 
another; bur, if ſhe will tell him ſhe wiſhes 


it, he will come over and releaſe her. 


There is nothing in this world that ſhe 
dreads ſo much as the ſight of him; and 


ſhe would rather remain in the ſtate ſhe 1s. 
I ſhall urge him again, to releaſe her by a 
written inſtrument; and repreſent that, in 

caſe 
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caſe ſhe ſhould like to diſpoſe of her eſtate 
here, ſhe cannot do it without his concur- 
currence. I have hopes, that I ſhall pre- 
vail upon him to perform this act of juſ- 


tice, and to ſet her free to act as ſhe 
pleaſes. 
I have letters from my friend Mrs. 
Langſton. She urges me to ſtay ſome time 
with her, the enſuing winter. She has been 
robbed and cheated by her ſervants; and 
ſhe begs of me to come and regulate her 
houſhold, and ſhe will follow my orders in 
her conduct towards them, in future. 

She tells me, that Lady B 
home, a widow, near a year ago; that ſhe 


returned 


has reſided ſince at her country-ſeat, in 
LI; that Lord A 
viſitor and comforter; and, report ſays, 


has been her 


they are ſoon to be married. I think, ſhe 

is much too good for him, and wiſh the 

rattling goſſip, Report, may be a liar. 
Vor. III. L 1 éwiſh 
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I wiſh I could engage ſome ſenſible and 
diſcreet woman, to take my place with my 
friend Iſabella; that I might viſit all my 
friends, and go and return to her as it 
might ſuit me. I wiſh this perſon to be a 
Roman Catholic; not a bigot, but one that 
would allow other Chriſtians to go to hea- 
ven, as well as thoſe of her own church. 

Do you think ſuch a Catholic is to be 
found? In that caſe, I would engage a 
prieſt to viſit them, who knows nothing of 
Iſabella's ſtory; who ſhould make her mind 
eaſy, and perform all the duties of her own 
church for her, 

1s my ſcheme practicable, or is it not? 
I will conſult your Mr. Elton. The vicar 
of our pariſh is an impertinent, goſſiping 
man: I do not like him well enough to 
conſult him on this ſubject, 

And now, my dear friend, let me warn 


you of a danger, which you are not aware 
VV of. 
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of. Your new friend, Mr. James Balder- 
ſon, is a fine perſon, endowed with a noble 
mind, and enriched by the gifts of for- 
tune. 1 ths 

My friend is, in perſon, a moſt deſirable 
woman, not paſt the age of conqueſt. 
« Fe pays her a kind of homage, little ſhort 
of adoration!” He opens bis heart to her; 
conſults her upon all his plans, for himſelf 
and his nephew. His gratitude gives him 
a fair pretence to pay his homage conti- 
nually, and neither of them ſuſpect it for 
any thing more. From a friend, thus ad- 
mitted, thus encouraged, how eaſy is the 
tranſition to a lover! Think of it, and be 
prepared for whatever may happen. I 


ſhall not be ſurprized at it, 


We purpoſe to viſit you next month, 
unleſs any thing ſhould happen to prevent 
it; in which caſe, you will give us timely 
notice, 

L 2 Donna 
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Donna Iſabella ſends her beſt regards, 
with thoſe of 7 


Your ever faithful and ſincere friend, 


F. DARNFORD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 
MRS, STRICTLAND, TO MRS, DARNFORD. 


H, Donna Franceſina! you are a 

witch I will carry you before Mr. 
Elton, and have you weighed againſt the 
Church Bible. You are ſo light, that the 
experiment may be dangerous. It were'a 
good deed to make you believe, that all 
your prognoſtics are fulfilled, and that you 
are invited to be a bride-maid. How comes 
it, that I cannot bear the idea of being 
lowered in your opinion for one hour; and 


that I dare not deceive you ?— 


« There is a virtuous magic in your eye, 
That, whereſoe'er it caſts a beam of light, 


Creates a bleſſing.” 
SHIRLEY, 


So I muſt tell you the truth, whether r 


chuſe it or not. 3 
L 3 James 
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James Balderſon has thrown himſelf and 
his fortunes at my feet. 

J ſuffered him to ſay all that was in his 
honeſt heart, before I offered to reply to 
him; and then, without a bluſh, without 
, coquetry, or evaſion, I anſwered him 
I am extremely ſenſible, Sir, of the 


honour you have done me; it is the 
greateſt you could pay me, and demands 
my ſincere acknowledgments. I am fo 
circumſtanced, that I cannot accept your 
generous offer; but, though I forbid the 
lover, I wiſh to preſerve the friend. Liſten 
to me, while I tell you the particulars of 


my ſituation,” 
I then told him all the particulars of 
Mr. Strictland's will; and that I ſhould 
forfeit the care of my children, and their 
fortune, by a fecond marriage. He had 


hardly patience to hear me out. He ſwore 


that my fortune was no object with him; 
and 
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and that he wiſhed J had no fortune at all, 
that he might prove it. 4 

I begged him to hear mie farther, I had 
only told him the circumſtances that bound 
me, with reſpect to the world; but that 1 
was with-held by much ſtronger and dearer 
ties—that I would not relinquiſh the care 
of my children, to be crowned the queen 
of the richeſt country upon earth—that it 
was incumbent on me to juſtify Mr. Strict- 
land's good opinion, and to entitle myſelf 
to the love and reſpe& of my children— 
that, if all theſe conſiderations could be ſet 


aſide, I had reſolved, for reaſons reſpecting 


myſelf, never to marry again. And now, 
my good Sir, it remains with you, whether 
to promiſe to give up all expectations of 

this kind, and to continue my friend, or to 
| oblige me to forego your company.“ 

e Oh, that is a cruel alternative!” ſaid 
he. Surely, I was born to be dilap- 
pointed in all my wiſhes!” 

L 4 « Not 
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Not ſo, Sir,” faid I; „you have been 
fortunate in your virtues, and in your uſe 
of them; and none knows them more than 
1 do.” | 

* Oh, Madam! you have cruſhed all 
my hopes and wiſhes in the bud !—You 
know not yet all that is in this aſpiring 
heart; but I fear to utter what remains,” 

« After what you have faid, Sir, you 

need not fear to ſay any thing. Let me, 
then, hear what remains: I will attend to 
it, and either encourage it, or give you 
good reaſons to the contrary.” 
* You daſh me down with one hand, 
and raiſe me with the other, I muſt have 
ſome object in view, on which to build 
my future hopes, and exerciſe my fa- 
culties. 

« You ſee my nephew, Henry Marney, 
a fine promiſing lad. You have deſtroyed 
my firſt wiſh; my ſecond reſts upon him. 
I did wiſh, I did preſume to hope, that, 

when 
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when his education ſhould be finiſhed, and 
he had attained to manhood, you might 
one day give him the hand of your' fair 
daughter, and make him your ſon in 
earneſt, I had intended, on that day, to 
divide my fortune with him; and I am 
ſtill ready to fulfil that intention, if you 
will deign to encourage this, the now fa- 
yourite wiſh of my heart.” 

« My dear Sir! this wiſh is ſurely pre- 
mature, Conſider the age of theſe chil- 
dren, and the uncertainty-of all ſublunary 
ſchemes—but I am unwilling. to cruſh all 
yours; I will wait to ſee whether time will 
promote them. If the young people ſhould 
like each other, if they ſhould prove wor- 
thy of each other, I will not- refuſe my 
conſent to their union,” | 

Balderſon kneeled, and claſped his hands 
together May the Almighty ratify and 
confirm this engagement I thank you, 
Madam : you have given me a ſubject for 

I. 5 =. 
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my mind to work upon; and now I will 
not repine at any thing. I ſhall till be 
allowed to be your friend, and that of all 
your family.“ 

One thing, Sir, I muſt inſiſt on, that 
you keep this treaty ſecret, and not men- 
tion it to any one — leaſt of all, to the youth 
concerned it—for it would be likely to de- 
ſtroy the means that ſhould lead to the ac- 
compliſhment of your own wiſhes.” 

“ Only one exception let me make, 
Madam. Suffer me to give a glimpſe of 
this hope to my venerable father: it will be 
like a ray of the ſetting ſun to illuminate a 
diſtant proſpect; and it ſhall be under the 
ſtrongeſt injunctions of ſecrecy, which I 
promiſe, for myſelf and him, ſhall be truly 
preſerved.” 

I éaccept this promiſe; and here let 
this ſubje& reſt. Let us now ſtudy how 
to compleat the education of the two youths 


under my care. 
« Iam 
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ce] am weighing in the balance, whether 
to ſend them to ſchool again, or to take a 
private tutor into the houſe, and to truſt 
them under his care. I ſhall conſult you, 
Sir, in every * I take for * nephew's 
ſervice.” 196 ; 
I ſhall agree to da you MPN +: 

Madam. We are already too much obliged 
for your kind offices to him; and you muſt 


take the lead in whatever relates to him.“ 
Here I thought proper to put an end to 


our conference; and I have ſince treated 
Mr. Balderſon with more reſerve, but not 


leſs reſpect and politeneſs. 


The worthy man perceives that I am 
ſteady in my refuſal of his offer, and that I 


keep him at a greater diſtance, He under- 
ſtands, and ſubmits to it. 


He ſtaid away from the houſe two days. 


On the third, he came to enquire after my 


health, and that of all the family. He 
aſked me to let the two boys walk out with- 


1.6 him. 
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him. I gave leave; and invited his father 
and himſelf to dine here the next day. 
Mr. and Mrs. Elton met them. After 
dinner, I introduced the ſubject of public 
and private education. Much was ſaid, 
that had often been ſaid before; and Mr. 
Elton concluded, that a publie ſchool was 
more likely to produce eminent men, but 
a private education beſt calculated to bring 
up men for a private ſtation, well inſtructed 
in the ſocial and domeſtic virtues. 


I wiſhed Mr. Elton to decide for me 
with reſpe& to my fon: but he referred it 
to me; ſaying, both theſe methods had 
ſucceeded in ſome inſtances, and failed in 
others—that it belonged to me to decide 
in the preſent caſe. 

Idecided in favour of the private ſcheme. 
I aſked Mr. James Balderſon's opinion. 
He ſaid, he entirely approved mine, and 
hoped his nephew would partake of the 
benefits of it. He ſaid, he was aſhamed 

that 
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that I ſhould have had all the expences of 
Henry's education; that he was able to 
ſuſtain them, and equally ready to do it; 
that he inſiſted on repaying my part of it, 
and of taking the whole upon himſelf in 
future. RE | 

I ſaid, I took it very ill that he ſhould 
wiſh to deprive me of the merit of having 


* 


ſerved Henry Marney for his own ſake: 
that I would hear nothing of the paſt; but 
I would allow him to be an equal ſharer 
with me in all the expences on the account 


of the youths from this day forward, 
He bowed, and was ſilent. 


J then aſked Mr. Elton, whether his ſon 
George was engaged? He was not, he 
ſaid. 

“ Then I engage him to take the care 
of our two young men. Mr. George Elton 
is an ingenious young man; he has had a 


liberal and expenſive education. It is re- 
quilite that his time and attention ſhould 
be 
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be properly eſtimated. Will you, Mr. 
Balderſon, allow me to ſpeak for you and 
myſelf ?”? 

He bowed, and laid bis hand upon his 


heart. 
cc Then, Sir, you mall pay him an a 
dred pounds a year, and I another. He 
ſhall. be at home, in this houſe, and I will 
directly fit up an apartment for him and his 
pupils and, as ſoon as ba is ready, he may 
enter upon | his office.” | 
M. Elton bowed low, and A. as 
highly obliged. Mrs. Elton took my hand, 
and dropped a tear of gratitude upon it. 
Theſe filent emanations of the heart 
arc more eloquent than words, and more 
fincere— 


« For, in the modeſty of ſilent Duty, 
I read far more than in the rattling tongue 


Of ſaucy and audacious Eloquence.“ 
SHAKESPEARE, 


J ames Balderſon broke the intereſting 


filence—< You told me, Madam, that you 
would 
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would allow me an equal ſhare of the 
young man's expences; but you are a mo- 
nopolizer—you take to yourſelf theirs and 
their tutor's board, and many other things, 


I proteſt againſt it.” 

Have patience, Sir; they will not al- 
ways be at their lodgings here. I intend 
they ſhall make excurſions in the ſummer- 
time, and get acquainted with their own 
country, before they ſee others.” 

« That I entirely approve,” ſaid Mr. 
Elton—* And will you, Madam, allow me 
to propoſe an addition to your plan?“ 

e Certainly, Sir: you will do me an 
eſſential ſervice.” ht 

« Tt is, that the young gentlemen ſhall 
viſit every county in England and Wales; 
obſerve the produce and the foil of every 
one; the trade and manufactures of every 
great town, the beauties and the defects of 
it; and thus be acquainted with rnore than 
the ſurface of things, After this tour is 
compleated, 
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compleated, I would have them go all over 
Scotland and Ireland, in the ſame manner, 
and inform themſelves of every thing worth 
their knowledge through the whole extent 


of the Britiſh empire.“ 

Sir, Iapprove your plan entirely, and 
I will adopt it.“ 

In the mean time, Madam, I would 
have them ſtudy the laws, the government, 


and the conſtitution, of their country. I 
would have them read Blackſtone's Com- 


mentaries, and learn to comment upon 
chem. I would wiſh them to underſtand 
thoroughly whatſoever regards the welfare 
of their own country.” 

&« I thank you, Sir: it will be my pride 
to ſecond your inſtructions.” 

* By G—!” ſaid James Balderſon, © it 

mall be at my expence, not your's.” 

ce I will abſolve your oath,” ſaid Mr. 


Elton, © and accept your offer.” 
« T thank 
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* I thank you, Sir. You will hear reaſon; 
but that lady will not.” 


« I will hear it for her, Sir; and will 
engage for her compliance with it.“ 


We ſmiled; and the ſubje& was imper- 
ceptibly changed to another. — And thus, 
my dear friend, are theſe important points 
ſettled, 

I am now employed in fitting up an 
apartment on the ſecond floor for Mr. 
George Elton and his pupils, There is a 
very large room that I intend for a family 
library. Tt is to be ſhelved all around, and 
furniſhed properly by Mr. Elton's aſſiſt- 
ance, I ſhall appropriate a ſum yearly for 
this purpoſe. There is a good bed-chamber 
for the governor; another for the pupils, 
with two ſingle beds in it, and ſuitable fur- 
niture. 

Mr. Elton informs Mr. James Balder- 
ſon, that the proprietor of a farm in our 
pariſh, having heard that he wiſhes to pur- 

chaſe, 
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- Chaſe, has offered to ſell it for much more 
than it is worth. | 

« I will purchaſe it,” ſaid Balderſon, 
« at any price.“ | 

« It will be as wiſe not to tell him ſo,” 
faid Mr. Elton. Will you truſt me, Sir, 
to treat for you? py” | 

« Moſt readily, Sir: only 0 not let it 


flip through your fingers.” 
e I will take care, Sir; and will do my 
beſt for you.“ * 


4 But do it, Sir, as foon as poſſible.” 
; James Balderſon is erecting a monument 
in the church, to his father's honoured 
friend, Henry Marney, Eſq. another to 
his ſon Reginald and his wife, and to his 
ſiſter, Anna Marney. | 


I have now to tell you, that your apart- 
ment is quite ready to receive you. There 
are fires in it every day; and the windows 
are open from ſun-riſe to ſun-ſet. 
Moodlands will ſoon be fully inhabited. 
if | It 
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It looks like a different place to what I 
once knew it. I have got you a ſervant ; 
and ſhe is in training under my Peggy. 
Lou are to bring Donna Iſabella, and 
both your adopted children. Who knows, 
but more future alliances may be ſchemed 
out? I could ſpeculate upon the ſubject 
with much pleaſure, 
Let me know when you ſet out, that I 
may reckon the hours till your arrival, 


Ever your's, faithfully, 


RACHEL STRICTLAND: 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXII. 
MRS. DARNFORD, TO MRS. STRICTLAND» 


Thank you truly for your laſt favour, 
1 mind not your threats nor your 
coaxings. I never diſtruſted your judg- 
ment, nor your prudence; and your late 
conduct has juſtified them both. 

T am pleaſed with the plan for your 
young men's education, and I am thank- 
ful for all your communications, It was 
right that I ſhould know all theſe things 
before I came to Woodlands. 

I have now to tell you, that Mrs. Lang- 
ſton is infallible in her intelligence. The 
marriage I mentioned in my laſt, is an- 
nounced in the public papers. I have 


only to wiſh it may be happy. 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Langſton urges me to come to 
her, as ſoon as I conveniently can. She 
throws out hiats of her intention of ſettling 
her affairs, and making her will, and ap- 
pointing me her executrix. I wiſh ſhe 
had not mentioned theſe things: they will 
give an intereſted appearance to all the at- 
tentions I ſhall pay her, and I ſhall be the 
leſs forward to accept her favours. 

We cannot make people behave as we 
wiſh them. Let us, then, take the world 
as it goes, and make every allowance for 
the defects and miſtakes of it. 

All of us have had our reſpective trials. 
You and I, Donna Iſabella, and your truly 
venerable Balderſon. We have all worked 
our way through them. I truſt, that we 
are all the better for them; and we cer- 
tainly have the better title to the bleſſings 
that remain to us. 


Let us enjoy them with gratitude and 
humulity, 
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humility, and with reſignation and adora- 
tion to the Power that gives and takes 
away, as it pleaſes him; and hold our- 
ſelves in readineſs to ſurrender them back 


again, whenever it pleaſes Him to call 


for them. Yet, we may firmly believe 
and truſt, that all things work together 
for good to thoſe who truly fear, love, 
and obey God. 

We purpoſe to ſet out on our journey 
next Monday, and hope to be with you in 
the courſe of the week. Iſabella begs we 
may go but ſhort ſtages. She is fanciful, 
and — great fatigues in 3 to 
any diſtance. 

The girls are all joy i gratitude for 
your very kind invitation. They reckon 
the hours, and minutes, till they ſhall en - 
joy Miſs Strictland's company. 

I have ordered the double door to be 
opened during our abſence, The room is 

n to 


school FOR WIDOWS. 259 
to be new white-waſhed and painted. The 
old eſcritoire and bureau are to be ſent up 
another pair of ſtairs, and the room fur- 
niſhed as a dreſſing- room. I have ordered 
a ſtrong lock to be put on the outward 
door. When we return, I ſhall try the ex- 
periment. If Iſabella ſhould return to her 
whims and fancies, it will be locked up 
again, and the key will be loſt; bur I Tm 
for better things. 

She has left off praying to Saint An- 
tonio, and ſeems to be in a ſound. ſtate of 
mind; and, I hope, will continue ſo. 

I will have no more haunted rooms 
here, any more than you have at Wood- 
lands. The virtuous have nothing to fear. 
« The wicked flee when none purſueth; but 
the righteous are bold as à lion.” This 
belief is the beſt antidote to all unreaſon- 
able fears. 

I long to ſee and converſe with all 

your 


1 — * - 
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your friends; and to tell you, in perſon, 
how much, how truly, I love and reſpect 
I am, my dear friend, 
Yours, moſt fincerely and affectionately, 


Frances DARNFORD., 


FINIS.. 
30 A 65 
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